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 India has ranked 04thin the Global Wind Power 
Installed Capacity index after China, USA and 
Germany with cumulative installed wind power 
generation capacity of 28,279 MW in 2016.  

 India and Kyrgyzstan has signed 6 
agreements/Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) 
to boost bilateral cooperation. The agreements were 
signed in New Delhi during the State visit of 
Kyrgyzstan President AlmazbekAtambaye. 

 The ninth edition of World Confluence of Humanity, 
Power and Spirituality, organised by ASSOCHAM in 
association with Srei Foundation and Times 
Foundation in New Delhi. The Confluence was 
inaugurated in the presence of Hon’ble President of 
India ShriPranab Mukherjee, ASSOCHAM President 
Mr. Sunil Kanoria and Srei Foundation Chairman Dr. 
Hari Prasad Kanoria. 

 India has signed Open Skies agreement with Jamaica, 
Guyana, Czech Republic, Finland, Spain and Sri Lanka, 
allowing unlimited number of flights to six metro 
airports in the country, including Delhi, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Bengaluru and Chennai. The new 
arrangement entered into at the International Civil 
Aviation Negotiations (ICAN) - 2016 held recently in 
Nassau. 

 Minister of State for Development of North Eastern 
Region Dr. Jitendra Singh has announced to provide 
207 crore rupees for protection and development of 
the world heritage island Majuli located along river 
Brahmaputra in Assam. 

 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Raman Singh has 
launched India’s first cashless bazaar in Raipur. This 
‘Smart’ bazaar consist of nearly Over 900 shops which 
are providing the facilities of cashless payments using 
POS, UPI and other digital systems to its customers.  

 The Madras High Court has banned unauthorised 
‘Sharia’ courts functioning on premises of mosques in 
Tamil Nadu while hearing a petition from a husband 
who was allegedly forced to pronounce talaq by one 
such court in the city. 

 India has received the maximum Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in flows from Singapore in 2015-16 
followed by Mauritius, the US, the Netherlands and 
Japan, a report by industry chamber PHDCCI and 
KPMG.India attracted $13.69 billion foreign direct 
investment from Singapore in that financial year. 

 The 12-foot-tall stone statue of renowned Tamil poet 
and philosopher-saint Thiruvalluvar was inaugurated 
at MelaBhawan premises in Haridwar, Uttarakhand 
by Chief minister Harish Rawat. 

 The Bay of Bengal hosts a ‘dead zone’ of an estimated 
60,000 square kilometres an area that contains little 

or no oxygen and supports microbial processes that 
remove vast amount of nitrogen from the ocean, 
scientists, including those from India, have found. 

 Corporation Bank has bagged the SKOCH silver award 
for attaining the position of number1 channel partner 
of LIC of India for the past three financial years, 
according to a press release by the bank. 

 Privatbank, Ukraine’s largest private bank, is being 
nationalised to protect the country’s financial system 
and preserve an essential bailout loan from the 
International Monetary Fund. 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare lead by 
JagatPrakashNadda has won gold in the Web Ratna 
category in the Digital India awards 2016. 

 The Uttar Pradesh government has designated 
Deepak Agarwal, CEO of Greater Noida Industrial 
Development Authority (GNIDA), as the CEO of Noida 
Authority. 

 China commissioned its first seven-tonne  helicopter. 
AC352 civil helicopter can be used for operations like 
search and rescue and law enforcement, marking a 
new advancement in its aviation industry. 

 A free instant messaging service for work and 
business environments, Flock has launched world’s 
first chat operating system”FlockOS” by 
BhavinTurakhia, Flock CEO. 

 
 The International Boxing Association has 

unanimously voted to induct the Boxing Federation of 
India (BFI) as one of its permanent members.  

 Veteran character actor JagannathaVarma has passed 
away. He was suffering from age-related illness and 
was in the hospital for the past ew days. The 77-year-
old had acted in close to 200 films and two dozen TV 
serials in a career spanning close to four decades. 

 Delhi Lieutenant Governor Najeeb Jung has submitted 
his resignation to the Government of India. The 
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tenure of Jung, who took the charge of the office on 
July 9, 2013, was scheduled to end in 2018.  

 Mumbai-based writer Jerry Pinto, Tamil author 
Vannadhasan, Hindi writer Nasira Sharma are among 
24 others declared the winners of the SahityaAkademi 
awards 2016.  

 India has successfully test-fired its home-grown long 
range subsonic cruise missile Nirbhay from the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur on sea off 
Odishacoast,for a distance of about 1,000 km. 

 GirijaVaidyanathan, Additional Chief Secretary and 
Commissioner of Land Administration, has been 
appointed Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu in place of P. 
Rama MohanaRao. 

 The Government of India has approved cadre review 
and formation of the Indian Enterprise Development 
Service (IEDS) in the Office of the Development 
Commissioner, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises. 

 Minister for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
has launched the trilingual website www.haj.gov.in 
relating to Haj Matters. The website is in Hindi, Urdu 
and English languages. 

 Gujarat government has announced Aerospace and 
Defence Policy-2016 to attract investment into fields 
of aerospace and defence design, development and 
manufacturing in the state.  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed the 
penalty on five foreign banks, including Deutsche 
Bank and Standard Chartered Bank, for violation of its 
instructions on reporting requirements of the FEMA. 
The three other banks are: Bank of America, Bank of 
Tokyo-Mitsubishi and The Royal Bank of Scotland. 
They have been fined for violation of its instructions 
on reporting requirements of the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act, 1999 (FEMA). 

 
 With over 10 months to go for the launch of FIFA 

Under-17 World Cup India 2017, the Bank of Baroda 

has become the first Indian company to sign up as a 
national supporter. The first-ever FIFA event in India, 
scheduled to kick start in October 2017 will see 
participation from 24 countries and matches will be 
played at six different venues. 

 China has inked an agreement with the New 
development bank (NDB) set up by the BRICS 
approving a 525 million yuan loan for a solar power 
project in the country.  

 Japan's space agency has announced successfully 
launched a 26-metre-long rocket named Epsilon-2, 
which put a satellite that helps study radiation belts in 
orbit. 

 Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has unveiled a 
landmark Bill of rights guaranteeing freedom of 
speech, protest, fair trials and privacy.  

 Actress Priyanka Chopra has become the first Indian 
to be appointed as the global ambassador of the hair 
care brand 'Pantene calling the brand a "favourite 
around the world. 

 Actor HrithikRoashan has launched a children's book 
series 'Tactabet', written in Braille format, which is 
being published for visually impaired people. 
Available in both Hindi and English, the book series is 
on the alphabets. 

 A 12-year-old ArjunBhati has outshined India in the 
Kids Golf World Championship 2016 in Malaysia 
defeating South Africa's MethuDenish to secure the 
first position.  

 The Cricket Association of India has organised a 17-
member Indian team for the upcoming second T20 
cricket World cup for the visually challenged.  

 Prime Minister NarendraModi has featured on the 
Government of India 2017 calendar. The calendar 
features candid pictures, with each month 
representing the issues that Modi has worked for. 

 RavichandranAshwin has won both the ICC Cricketer 
of the Year and the ICC Test cricketer of the Year 
award after he was named as the only Indian in ICC’s 
Test Team of the Year. ViratKohli was named the 
captain of the ICC ODI Team of the Year.  

 Union Minister of State for AyushShripadYessoNaik 
has inaugurated the North Eastern Institute of 
Ayurveda and Homeopathy (NEIAH), which aims at 
providing alternative health care to people of the 
northeastern region and Sikkim. 

 Delhi has emerged as the country's most well-read 
city in the fourth consecutive year with Bengaluru and 
Mumbai taking the second and third spot, according 
to Annual Reading Trends Report 2016 by Amazon.  

 HrithikRoshan has become the highest advance 
taxpaying actor. He has paid an advance tax of Rs 80 
crore till December 15, 2016, compared to Rs 50 crore 
last year. After Hrithik, it is Aamir Khan, who has paid 
Rs. 74 crore. RanbirKapoor, who paid Rs 37 crore as 
advance tax till December is at 3rd position. 
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 Salman Khan has been ranked No. 1 on the fifth 
Forbes India Celebrity 100 List.The Forbes' ranking is 
based on two parameters: estimates of 
entertainment-related earnings and estimates of 
fame. The period under consideration for both is 1 
October 2015 to 30 September 2016. 

 China has launched atmospheric CO2-monitoring 
TanSat satellite in an effort to curb and monitor 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

 The world's first solar road made with 30,000 square 
feet of solar panels has been opened in the French 
village of Normandy. The one-kilometre long road 
took five years and cost $5.2 million to develop.  

 FIFA has released the final rankings of 2016, with 
Argentina reclaiming the team of the year title from 
Belgium, finishing with 1634 points to top FIFA’s 
rankings.   

 India has defeated South Korea 3-0 to secure the 
bronze medal at the 4th Women's U18 Asia Cup 2016 
hockey tournament in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 Indian footballer JejeLalpekhlua has named 2016's All 
India Football Federation (AIFF) Player of the Year, an 
award given to the best footballer in the country.  

 According to Global Wage Report, India has among 
the worst levels of gender wage disparity. Men 
earning more than women in similar jobs with the gap 
exceeding 30%, the Global Wage Report 2016-17 
released by the International LabourOrganisation 
(ILO). 

 Union Cabinet has Approved Ordinance to amend 
Payment of Wages Act, 1936. The Centre approved a 
draft ordinance to empower states and enable 
industries to pay wages by cheque or by direct credit 
into bank accounts of workers earning up to Rs. 
18,000 a month, without taking their explicit consent. 

 Bengali poet and literary critic ShankhaGhosh will get 
the Jnanpith Award for 2016. The award is given for 
exceptional contribution in the field of literature. The 
award was constituted way back in 1965 and He is the 
sixth Bengali to get this prestigious award. 

 The External Affairs Ministry's have launched a new 
service called Twitter Seva that will enable timely, 
transparent and large-scale response to citizens' 
tweets in real time.  

 Power Minister PiyushGoyal has launched 'Coal Mitra' 
Web Portal to facilitate Flexibility in Utilization of 
Domestic Coal. With this Government has also 
allowed Coal Swapping between PSUs and the Private 
Sector. 

 Tata Steel has signed an agreement to acquire 100% 
equity in Odisha-based Brahmani River Pellets (BRPL) 
for Rs 900 crore. 

 The deal which will be financed through the 
company’s internal cash flows is tipped to help Tata 
Steel as it ramps up capacity at its new plant at 
Kalinganagar. 

 The Ministry of Textiles has decided to establish a 
“BunkarMitra-Handloom Helpline Centre” where 
professional queries of weavers will be answered by 
the experts in the field. This helpline will function 
from 10.00 a.m to 6 p.m. and initially it will be 
provided in 7 languages viz., Hindi, English, and 5 
other regional languages (Telugu, Tamil, Kannada 
Bengali & Assamese). 

 Naveen Patnaik launches BijuSishuSurakshyaYojana 
to nurture orphan kids. The state government 
launched the BijuSishuSurakshyaYojana, a scheme to 
nurture the orphan and HIV-infected children 
residing in different child care institutions and 
orphanages. 
 

  
 ICICI Bank has now launched a payments collection 

app for offline merchants and retailers called 
Eazypaywhich will allow customers to pay via UPI, 
cards, net banking and the bank’s Pockets wallet app.  

 KisanDiwas is observed every year on 23 December 
across India Since 2001 to celebrate the birth 
anniversary of the fifth prime minister and 
kisanleader,Ch. Charan Singh. KisanDiwas is also 
known as Farmers Day or Charan Singh Jayanti. 

 Nepal has announced to hold its first ever joint 
military exercise with China from February 10, 2017 
to begin a new level of bilateral military engagement 
with China. 

 The Defence Acquisition Council okayeddefence 
requirements worth approximately Rs 7,000 crore. 
These include purchasing six modern surveillance 
aircraft for the Indian Coast Guard.  

 Shareholders of Tata Chemicals have voted out 
NusliWadia as an independent director of the 
company with 75.67% votes going in favour of a 
resolution moved by Tata Sons to remove him.  

 France’s airspace regulator, General Directorate for 
Civil Aviation, has approved the plan to launch drone 
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delivery program, making France the world’s first 
national postal service to use drones regularly. 

 APIS India a leading producer, distributor and 
exporter of honey under APIS Himalaya brand, has 
roped in Indian badminton champion and Rio 
Olympics silver medalist PV Sindhu as its brand 
ambassador.  

 India, coached by Rahul Dravid, continued their 
dominance in the Asia Cup as they clinched the U-19 
title by defeating Sri Lanka in the final at the R 
Premadasa stadium in Colombo. 

 India’s Seasoned Winter Olympian Shiva Keshavan 
clinched a gold medal at the Asian Luge 
Championship. Keshavan finished the 2 heat race with 
a time of 1 minute, 39.962 seconds and top speed of 
130.4 km/h. 

 Pakistan cricket has seen Christians and Hindus 
represent the country at home and abroad, but for the 
first time a Sikh has secured a place in the National 
Cricket Academy. 

 Good Governance Day is being observed on 25th 
December 2016 to mark the birthday of former Prime 
Minister AtalBihari Vajpayee who has turned 92. 
From 25t December Good Governance campaign will 
be undertaken for 100 days during which Ministers 
and Members of Parliament will travel across the 
country and attend programmes highlighting the 
government's key initiatives. 

 US President Barack Obama has signed into law the 
USD 618 billion defence budget for 2017, which 
enhances security cooperation with India and 
conditions nearly half of the funding to Pakistan on a 
certification that it is taking demonstrable steps 
against the Haqqani Network. 

 Sri Lanka has unveiled a towering Christmas tree, 
claiming to have surpassed the world record for the 
tallest artificial Christmas tree. The 73-meter (238-
foot) tree, built in capital Colombo, is 18 meters taller 
than the current record holder. The tree's steel-and-
wire frame is covered with a plastic net decorated 
with natural pine cones, 600,000 LED bulbs and 
topped by a 6-meter-tall (20-foot) shining star. 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has successfully flight tested the Smart Anti-
Airfield Weapon (SAAW) at the Integrated Test Range 
at Chandipur off Odisha coast.  

 Aiming to raise awareness about online safety, Google 
India in collaboration with Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs has announced a nationwide 'Digitally Safe 
Consumer campaign, as part of a larger effort to help 
better protect consumer interest online.  

 Social networking giant Facebook received 6,324 
requests from Indian government agencies for 8,290 
users/accounts in the first half of 2016. This is the 
second highest after the US, which made 23,854 
requests for 38,951 users/accounts during January-

June 2016, according to Facebook’s Government 
Requests Report. 

 The government has launched a host of online 
initiatives including a mobile App 'Smart Consumer' 
and an 'Online Consumer Mediation Centre (OCMC)' 
to provide speedy redressal of consumer grievances. 

 The registration fees for Hindus and other minority 
community people from three neighbouring countries 
including Pakistan as Indian citizens have been 
drastically reduced to as low as Rs 100 from Rs 
15,000. In a gazette notification, the home ministry 
said the new rules will be applicable to minority 
communities Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis 
and Christians from Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and living in India on long term visa. 

 
 After the release of ICC and Cricket Australia's list of 

best players of 2016, Lord's Cricket Ground have 
followed the trend and selected top 20 players for this 
calendar year. 

 Government of India has launched Lucky 
GrahakYojana for Consumers and Digi-
DhanVyaparYojana for Merchants to promote digital 
transaction. .The schemes are aimed at encouraging 
people to move towards significantly higher usage of 
digital transactions through the offer of incentives. 

 PM NarendraModi laid the foundation stone of Pune 
Metro project's Phase-I. PM Modi said the government 
is actively working on the Rurban Mission, which 
caters to the places that are urbanising quickly. 

 Assam CM SarbanandaSonowal has launched 'Atal-
AmritAbhiyan' Scheme across the State .The initiative 
is a health assurance scheme which will give 
comprehensive coverage for six diseases and cover all 
individuals in eligible families with annual income 
below Rs 5 lakh.  

 Andhra Pradesh’s own classical dance ‘Kuchipudi’ 
found a place in the Guinness World Records yet again 
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when a record 6,117 dancers came together to 
present a show at the IGMC Stadium in Vijaywada. 

 The foundation stone for India's first second 
generation ethanol bio-refinery to be set up by 
Hindustan Petroleum Corp (HPCL) at Bathinda in 
Punjab at a cost of Rs 600 crore. 

 Uttar Pradesh CM AkhileshYadav has inaugurated 
power projects worth over Rs52,000crore across the 
state. Along with projects covering transmission and 
distribution of electricity, three thermal power plants 
with the total capacity of 33,000 MW were also 
inaugurated. 

 India tested its Agni-V intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) in its final operational configuration 
from Wheeler Island off Odisha , paving the way for its 
eventual induction into the Strategic Forces 
Command (SFC) after user-trials. 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has adopted Shirki 
village at Pen taluka in Maharashtra for driving the 
Aadhaar-based merchant payment initiative. 

 The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 
of India (Irda) has approved the R3 application and 
granted certificate of registration to five global 
reinsurers to opens shops. The R3 is the final 
approval from the regulator to begin branch 
operations. 

 Scientists have identified materials that can withstand 
temperatures of nearly 4,000 degrees Celsius, an 
advance that may pave the way for improved heat 
resistant shielding for the faster-than-ever hypersonic 
space vehicles.Researchers from Imperial College 
London in the UK discovered that the melting point of 
hafnium carbide is the highest ever recorded for a 
material. 

 DinanathBhargava, a co-artist in the team that 
sketched the national emblem ‘Lion Capital of Ashoka’ 
and decorated the pages of the Constitution’s 
manuscript, died at the age of 89 in Indore. 

 British singer George Michael who launched his 
career with Wham in the 1980s and continued his 
success as a solo performer has passes away. 

 Sixteen-time world champion PankajAdvani ended 
the year on a high by bagging the National title in 6-
red snooker, the shorter format of the game. In the 
final, Advani prevailed over local youngster 
IshpreetChadha 7-4 to clinch the title. 

 In an effort to reduce pollution caused by diesel 
buses, Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation 
(KSRTC) has launched 25 bio-diesel buses in the state. 
These eco-friendly buses will ply on four routes, 
including Tirupati and Chennai. 

 The Centre has released Rs 1,982 crore for the 
multipurpose Polavaram irrigation project in Andhra 
Pradesh through National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD), which sanctioned the 

long term irrigation fund under Prime Minister 
KrishiSinchayeeYojana.  

 Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications has 
brought out a Special Cover on freedom fighter 'Shri 
Gaya Prasad Katiyar' and a set of eight 
Commemorative Postage Stamps on 'Personalities 
Series: Bihar' & a stamp on 'Hardayal Municipal 
Heritage Public Library'. 

 In a relief to farmers hit by demonetisation, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given an additional 
60 days to repay their crop loans due in November-
December, 2016 and prompt repayment would be 
eligible for the extra 3% interest subsidy. 

 The registration fees for Hindus and other minority 
community people from three neighboring countries 
comprising Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh, to 
register as Indian citizens have been reduced 
drastically to Rs 100 from Rs 15,000. 

 The Odisha government has decided to intensify state 
sponsored malaria elimination scheme 'Daman' 
(DurgamaAnchalare Malaria Nirakaran) in eight 
remote districts of the state. 

 Chief Minister DevendraFadnavis launched an 
initiative 'Transform Maharashtra' at IIT Bombay's 
'Mood Indigo' festival. 

 The State Cabinet of Odisha has named the Mega Lift 
Irrigation Scheme worth Rs. 7,600 crore, after the 
noted freedom fighter and social reformer ParbatiGiri 
as a mark of respect for her immense contribution to 
the freedom movement and service to the poor and 
needy. 

 
 Actor MithunChakrabortyha resigned from the 

RajyaSabha citing health issues. The 66-year-old actor 
was nominated to the Upper House by West Bengal's 
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC). 

 IDFC Bank has announced the nationwide launch of 
IDFC Aadhaar Pay, the country’s first Aadhaar-linked 
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cashless merchant solution that uses a retailer’s own 
Android smartphone to enable cashless payments. 

 The Karnataka VikasGrameen Banks (KVGB) has 
come up with ‘Bank Sakhi‘ innovative scheme for 
employing women in villages to promote and improve 
the cashless transactions in rural areas. 

 Actor Salman Khan on Twitter has announced the 
launch of his app, 'BeingInTouch', on his 51st birthday 
(27 December 2016).  The app will provide access to 
Salman's social media accounts, along with his unseen 
pictures and videos. 

 China has passed a new law to levy environment tax 
on polluters, especially on heavy industries. The 
environment tax law was adopted by the legislature, 
the National People’s Congress (NPC) standing 
committee at a meeting in Beijing. 

 Dr Barbara Jatta has appointed as the first female 
director of Vatican Museums by Pope Francis. It will 
be effective from January 2017 Jatta is currently 
working as the Deputy Director of the museums Since 
June 2016. 

 Former Sri Lankan prime minister 
RatnasiriWickremanayakedied  at the age of 83. He 
was admitted to the intensive care unit of a hospital 
last week. Wickremanayake had served as prime 
minister during MahindaRajapaksa’s term as 
president from 2005 to 2010. 

 Yuki Bhambri has captured the title of the $10,000 
ITF Hong Kong F4 Futures.  It was his 11th title on the 
ITF Pro Circuit.  

 Jaipur based Non-banking finance company Au 
Financiers (India) has received final approval of the 
Reserve Bank to start operations as small finance 
bank.  

 Actor Shahrukh Khan has received an honorary 
doctorate from Maulana Azad National Urdu 
University (MANUU) in Hyderabad for his 
extraordinary contribution in promotion of the Urdu 
language and culture through his films. 

 Viral Acharya has appointed by the Government of 
India as the deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI). He will be joining the ranks of N S 
Vishwanathan, S SMundra, R Gandhi as one of four 
deputy governors serving under RBI Governor Urjit 
Patel. 

 
 Mobile payment and e-commerce platform Paytm has 

announced a 100-member 'merchant helpdesk' and 
announcing that it will invest Rs 50 crore towards 
educating merchants on digital payments across the 
country. 

 Tata Motors has announced the appointment of 
Bollywood film star Akshay Kumar, as the brand 
ambassador for its Commercial Vehicle Business Unit. 
Indian Cinema's 'original Khiladi' will make his 
blockbuster entry in this new role at the launch of 
Tata Motors' latest offering in Commercial Vehicles, 
slated in January 2017. 

 Pune based public sector lender Bank of Maharashtra, 
has helped to make the village of Malangaon, in Sangli 
district, Maharashtra, a completely cashless village. 
Post the announcement of withdrawal of 500 and 
1000 currency notes and the push towards a cashless 
society.  

 PM NarendraModi has laid the foundation stone of 
Char Dham highway development project in 
Dehradun. Char DhamYatra is an annual pilgrimage to 
the shrines of Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri, and 
Yamunotri. The project includes developing 900 km of 
National Highways in Uttarakhand at Rs 12,000 crore. 
The Char Dham project is a tribute to those who lost 
their lives during Uttarakhand flash floods.  

 The Reserve Bank of India has allowed foreign 
portfolio investors (FPI) to transact in non-
convertible debentures/bonds issued by Indian 
companies either directly or in any manner as per the 
prevalent/approved market practice. 

 Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) to 
reduce interest rate on provident fund deposits to 
8.65% for 2016-17 from  the current 8.8%.  

 Kisan Vikas Patra is a saving certificate scheme which 
was first launched in 1988 by India Post. Amount 
Invested matures in 112 months. Rate of Interest 
7.7%. 


