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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 
Directions (151-160): Read the passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are given in bold to help you locate them 
while answering some of the questions. 

To summarize the Classic Maya collapse, we can 
tentatively identify five strands. I acknowledge, however, 
that Maya archaeologists still disagree vigorously among 
themselves in part, because the different strands evidently 
varied in importance among different parts of the Maya 
realm; because detailed archaeological studies are 
available for only some Maya sites; and because it remains 
puzzling why most of the Maya heartland remained nearly 
empty of population and failed to recover after the 
collapse and after re-growth of forests.  

With those caveats, it appears to me that one strand 
consisted of population growth outstripping available 
resources: a dilemma similar to the one foreseen by 
Thomas Malthus in 1798 and being played out today in 
Rwanda, Haiti and elsewhere. As the archaeologist David 
Webster succinctly puts it, “Too many farmers grew too 
many crops on too much of landscape.” Compounding that 
mismatch between population and resources was the 
second strand: the effects of deforestation and hillside 
erosion, which caused a decrease in the amount of useable 
farmland at a time when more rather than less farmland 
was needed, and possibly exacerbated by an 
anthropogenic drought resulting from deforestation, by 
soil nutrient depletion and other soil problems, and by the 
struggle to prevent bracken ferns from overrunning the 
fields.  

The third strand consisted of increased fighting, as 
more and more people fought over fewer resources. Maya 
warfare, already endemic, peaked just before the collapse. 
That is not surprising when one reflects that at least five 
million people, perhaps many more, were crammed into an 
area smaller than the US state of Colorado (104,000 square 
miles). That warfare would have decreased further the 
amount of land available for agriculture, by creating no-
man’s lands between principalities where it was now 
unsafe to farm. Bringing matters to a head was the strand 
of climate change. The drought at the time of the Classic 
collapse was not the first drought that the Maya had lived 
through, but it was the most severe. At the time of previous 
droughts, there were still uninhabited parts of the Maya 
landscape, and people at a site affected by drought could 
save themselves by moving to another site. However, by 
the time of the Classic collapse the landscape was now full, 
there was no useful unoccupied land in the vicinity on 
which to begin anew, and the whole population could not 
be accommodated in the few areas that continued to have 
reliable water supplies. As our fifth strand, we have to 
wonder why the kings and nobles failed to recognize and 
solve these seemingly obvious problems undermining 

their society. Their attention was evidently focused on 
their short-term concerns of enriching themselves, waging 
wars, erecting monuments, competing with each other, 
and extracting enough food from the peasants to support 
all those activities. Like most leaders throughout human 
history, the Maya kings and nobles did not heed long-term 
problems, insofar as they perceived them. 

Finally, while we still have some other past societies 
to consider before we switch our attention to the modern 
world, we must already he struck by some parallels 
between the Maya and the past societies. As on Mangareva, 
the Maya environmental and population problems led to 
increasing warfare and civil strife. Similarly, on Easter 
Island and at Chaco Canyon, the Maya peak population 
numbers were followed swiftly by political and social 
collapse. Paralleling the eventual extension of agriculture 
from Easter Island’s coastal lowlands to its uplands, and 
from the Mimbres floodplain to the hills, Copan’s 
inhabitants also expanded from the floodplain to the more 
fragile hill slopes, leaving them with a larger population to 
feed when the agricultural boom in the hills went bust. 
Like Easter Island chiefs erecting ever larger statues, 
eventually crowned by pukao, and like Anasazi elite 
treating themselves to necklaces of 2,000 turquoise beads, 
Maya kings sought to outdo each other with more and 
more impressive temples, covered with thicker and thicker 
plaster — reminiscent in turn of the extravagant 
conspicuous consumption by modern American CEOs. The 
passivity of Easter chiefs and Maya kings in the face of the 
real big threats to their societies completes our list of 
disquieting parallels. 
151. According to the passage, which of the following best 

represents the factor that has been cited by the 
author in the context of Rwanda and Haiti? 
(a) Various ethnic groups competing for land and 
other resources 
(b) Various ethnic groups competing for limited land 
resources 
(c) Various ethnic groups fighting with each other 
(d) Various ethnic groups competing for political 
power 
(e) Various ethnic groups fighting for their identity 

152. By an anthropogenic drought, the author means 
(a) a drought caused by lack of rains. 
(b) a drought caused due to deforestation. 
(c) a drought caused by failure to prevent bracken 
ferns from overrunning the fields. 
(d) a drought caused by actions of human beings. 
(e) a drought caused by climate changes. 

153. According to the passage, the drought at the time of 
Maya collapse had a different impact compared to the 
droughts earlier because 
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(a) the Maya kings continued to be extravagant when 
common people were suffering. 
(b) it happened at the time of collapse of leadership 
among Mayas. 
(c) it happened when the Maya population had 
occupied all available land suited for agriculture. 
(d) it was followed by internecine warfare among 
Mayans. 
(e) irreversible environmental degradation led to this 
drought. 

154. According to the author, why is it difficult to explain 
the reasons for Maya collapse? 
(a) Copan inhabitants destroyed all records of that 
period. 
(b) The constant deforestation and hillside erosion 
have wiped out all traces of the Maya kingdom. 
(c) Archaeological sites of Mayas do not provide any 
consistent evidence. 
(d) It has not been possible to ascertain which of the 
factors best explains as to why the Maya civilization 
collapsed. 
(e) At least five million people were crammed into a 
small area. 

 
155. Which factor has not been cited as one of the factors 

causing the collapse of Maya society? 
(a) Environmental degradation due to excess 
population 
(b) Social collapse due to excess population 
(c) Increased warfare among Maya people 
(d) Climate change 
(e) Obsession of Maya population with their own 
short-term concerns. 

Directions (156-158): Choose the word which is most 
similar in meaning to the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage. 
156.Exacerbated 

(a) Alleviated  (b) Delighted (c) Placated 
(d) Aggravated (e) Appeased 

157. Extravagant 
(a) Reasonable (b) Moderate (c) Restrained 
(d) Economical (e) Exaggerate     

158. Undermining 
(a) Supporting (b) Enhancing (c) Threatening 
(d) Improving (e) Constructing 

Directions (159-160): Choose the word which is most 
similar in meaning to the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage. 
159. Dilemma 

(a) Predicament (b) Solution (c) Conundrum 
(d) Plight  (e) Relevance 

160. Vigorously  
(a) Eagerly  (b) Fearlessly (c) Robustly 
(d) Weakly  (e) Zealously 

Directions (161-170): Read the passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are given in bold to help you locate them 
while answering some of the questions. 

At first sight, it looks as though panchayati raj, the 
lower layer of federalism in our polity, is as firmly 

entrenched in our system as is the older and higher layer 
comprising the Union Government and the State. Like the 
democratic institutions at the higher level, those at the 
panchayat level, the panchayati raj institutions (PRIs), are 
written into and protected by the Constitution. All the 
essential features, which distinguish a unitary system from 
a federal one, are as much enshrined at the lower as at the 
upper level of our federal system. But look closely and you 
will discover a fatal flaw. The letter of the Constitution as 
well as the spirit of the present polity has exposed the 
intra-State level of our federal system to a dilemma of 
which the inter-State and Union-State layers are free. The 
flaw has many causes. But all of them are rooted in an 
historical anomaly, that while the dynamics of federalism 
and democracy have given added strength to the rights 
given to the States in the Constitution, they have worked 
against the rights of panchayats. At both levels of our 
federal system there is the same tussle between those who 
have certain rights and those who try to encroach upon 
them if they believe they can. Thus, the Union Government 
was able to encroach upon certain rights given to the 
States by the Constitution. It got away with that because 
the single dominant party system, which characterised 
Centre-State relations for close upon two decades, gave the 
party in power at the Union level many extra-
constitutional political levers. Second, the Supreme Court 
had not yet begun to extend the limits of its power. But all 
that has changed in recent times. The spurt given to a 
multi-party democracy by the overthrow of the Emergency 
in 1977 became a long-term trend later on because of the 
ways in which a vigorously democratic multi-party system 
works in a political society which is as assertively 
pluralistic as Indian society is. It gives political clout to all 
the various segments which constitute that society. 
Secondly, because of the linguistic reorganisation of States 
in the 1950s, many of the most assertive segments have 
found their most assertive expression as States. Thirdly, 
with single-party dominance becoming a thing of the past 
at the Union level, governments can be formed at that level 
only by multi-party coalitions in which State-level parties 
are major players. This has made it impossible for the 
Union Government to do much about anything unless it 
also carries a sufficient number of State-level parties with 
it. Indian federalism is now more real than it used to be, 
but an unfortunate side-effect is that India’s panchayati raj 
system, inaugurated with such fanfare in the early 1980s, 
has become less real. By the time the PRIs came on the 
scene, most of the political space in our federal system had 
been occupied by the Centre in the first 30 years of 
Independence, and most of what was still left after that 
was occupied by the States in the next 20. PRIs might have 
hoped to wrest some space from their immediate 
neighbour, the States, just as the States had wrested some 
from the Centre. But having at last managed to checkmate 
the Centre’s encroachments on their rights, the States 
were not about to allow the PRIs to do some encroaching 
of their own. 

By the 1980’s and early 1990s, the only nationally 
left, the Congress, had gone deeper into a siege mentality. 
Finding itself surrounded by State-level parties, it had built 
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walls against them instead of winning them over. Next, the 
States retaliated by blocking Congress proposals for 
panchayati raj in Parliament, suspecting that the Centre 
would try to use panchayats to by-pass State Governments. 
The suspicion fed on the fact that the powers proposed by 
the Congress for panchayats were very similar to many of 
the more lucrative powers of State Governments. State-
level leaders also feared, perhaps, that if panchayat-level 
leaders captured some of the larger PRIs, such as district-
level panchayats, they would exert pressure on State-level 
leaders through intra-State multi-party federalism. It soon 
became obvious to Congress leaders that there was no way 
the panchayati raj amendments they wanted to write into 
the Constitution would pass muster unless State-level 
parties were given their pound of flesh. The amendments 
were allowed only after it was agreed that the powers of 
panchayats could be listed in the Constitution. 
Illustratively, they would be defined and endowed on PRIs 
by the State Legislature acting at its discretion. 

This left the door wide open for the States to exert the 
power of the new political fact that while the Union and 
State Governments could afford to ignore panchayats as 
long as the MLAs were happy, the Union Government had 
to be sensitive to the demands of State-level parties. This 
has given State-level actors strong beachheads on the 
shores of both inter-State and intra-State federalism. By 
using various administrative devices and non-elected 
parallel structures, State Governments have subordinated 
their PRIs to the State administration and given the upper 
hand to State Government officials against the elected 
heads of PRIs. Panchayats have become local agencies for 
implementing schemes drawn up in distant State capitals. 
And their own volition has been further circumscribed by a 
plethora of ‘Centrally-sponsored schemes’. These are 
drawn up by even more distant Central authorities but at 
the same time tie up local staff and resources on pain of 
the schemes being switched off in the absence of matching 
local contribution. The ‘foreign aid’ syndrome can be 
clearly seen at work behind this kind of ‘grass roots 
development’. 
161. The central theme of the passage can be best 

summarized as 
(a) our grassroots development at the panchayat level 
is now driven by the ‘foreign aid’ syndrome. 
(b) panchayati raj is firmly entrenched at the lower 
level of our federal system of governance. 
(c) a truly federal polity has not developed since PRIs 
have not been allowed the necessary political space. 
(d) the Union Government and State-level parties are 
engaged in a struggle for the protection of their 
respective. 
(e) None of the above 

162. The sentence in the last paragraph, “And their own 
volition has been further circumscribed. . .” refers to 
(a) the weakening of the local institutions’ ability to 
plan according to their needs. 
(b) the increasing demands made on elected local 
leaders to match central grants with local 
contributions. 

(c) the empowering of the panchayat system as 
implementers of schemes from State capitals. 
(d) the process by which the prescribed Central 
schemes are reformulated by local elected leaders. 
(e) None of the above 

163. What is the ‘dilemma’ at the intra-State level 
mentioned in the first paragraph of the passage? 
(a) Should the state governments wrest more space 
from the Union, before considering the panchayati 
system? 
(b) Should the rights similar to those that the States 
managed to get be extended to panchayats as well? 
(c) Should the single party system which has 
withered away be brought back at the level of the 
States? 
(d) Should the States get ‘their pound of flesh’ before 
allowing the Union Government to pass any more 
laws? 
(e) None of the above 

164. Which of the following most closely describes the 
‘fatal flaw’ that the passage refers to? 
(a) The ways in which the democratic multi-party 
system works in an assertively pluralistic society like 
India’s are flawed. 
(b) The mechanisms that our federal system uses at 
the Union Government level to deal with States are 
imperfect. 
(c) The instruments that have ensured federalism at 
one level, have been used to achieve the opposite at 
another. 
(d) The Indian Constitution and the spirit of the 
Indian polity are fatally flawed. 
(e) None of the above 

165. Which of the following best captures the current state 
of Indian federalism as described in the passage? 
(a) The Supreme Court has not begun to extend the 
limits of its power. 
(b) The multi-party system has replaced the single 
party system. 
(c) The Union, State and panchayati raj levels have 
become real. 
(d) There is real distribution of power between the 
Union and State-level parties. 
(e) None of the above 

Directions (166-168): Choose the word which is most 
similar in meaning to the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage. 
166. Entrenched 

(a) Dislodged (b) Accustomed (c) Restrained 
(d) Ingrained (e) Uprooted 

167. Endowed 
(a) Stinted  (b) Subsisted (c) Funded 
(d) Drained  (e) Exhausted 

168. Encroachment 
(a) Influencing (b) Expatiate  (c) Enrichment 
(d) Enshrinement (e) Trespassing 

Directions (169-170): Choose the word which is opposite 
in meaning to the word printed in bold as used in the 
passage. 
169. Coalition 
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(a) Consortium  (b) Alliance (c) Mergence 
(d) Combination (e) Disunion 

170. Enshrined 
(a) Treasured  (b) Manifested (c) Preserved 
(d) Desecrated (e) Apotheosized 

Directions (171-175):In each of the following sentences, 
there are two blank spaces. Below each sentence there are 
five pairs of words denoted by numbers (a), (b), (c), (d) 
and (e). Find out which pair of words can be filled up in the 
blanks in the sentence in the same sequence to make the 
sentence grammatically correct and meaningfully 
complete.  
171. When the CAG offered different figures of _________ loss 

in 2G spectrum everybody, from Modi to the media, 
_________ for the highest amount.  
(a) notional, jumped             (b) national, dived  
(c) conceptual, bounced      (d) fabulous, plummeted  
(e) hypothetical, upsurged 

172. Doctors and lawyers ____________ that advertising will 
certainly ____________ their profession adversely.  
(a) trust …. damage (b) believe… affect  
(c) contemplate… boost (d) argue … effect 
(e) plead … escalate  

173. Because the ____________ leading to cancellation of flight 
were murky, the Minister appointed a Commission to 
____________ and report that matter.  
(a) staff members … undertake   
(b) decision … decide (c) facts … underplay 
(d) events … camouflage   
(e) circumstances … investigate  

174. Several plots ____________ ____________ in various 
televisions episodes.  
(a) screen … concurrently    
(b) televised… consequently    
(c) occur … repeatedly  (d) exhibit … frequently  
(e) demonstrate … violently  

175. By ____________ of their athletic activities, a few 
sportsmen are able to escape the pressures that living 
in ____________ can create.  
(a) knowledge … affluence  (b) way … prosperity  
(c) order … vicinity  (d) virtue… poverty  
(e) contrast … adversity  

Directions (176-180): Given below is the first sentence of 
a paragraph followed by six other disarranged sentences 
which are denoted by (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) and (F). 
Rearrange these six sentences to make a meaningful 
paragraph, keeping the first sentence as the start of the 
paragraph and then answer the questions that follow  
Starter: Twenty-five centuries ago when the Greek 
traveler Herodotus visited the already ancient monument 
of Egypt, he found that the tourists had gotten there first.  
A.  The Egyptians built for eternity.  
B.  The ‘why’ is easy: religious beliefs that sought 

perpetuation in masses of stones so ponderous they 
must be measures in tons and acres and that 
demanded that these material manifestations of faith 
be not only huge but permanent. 

C.  Tourists are still coming to Egypt and are probably 
still inscribing their names on the old stones.  

D.  In the words of Ramses II, who dedicated the 
magnificent temple of MedinerHabut in the 13th 
century BC, this was to be ‘a place of the Lord of the 
Gods, forever.’  

E.  Their names were scratched on the crumbling ruins 
in hundreds of ancient languages.  

F.  They are probably sharing another experience too—
standing in silent and involuntary admiration before 
the great structures and silently posing those 
inevitable questions: Why? How?  

176. Which of the following should be the fifth sentence 
after the start?  
(a) A  (b) F  (c) C  (d) D (e) E  

177. Which of the following should the first sentence after 
the start?  
(a) A  (b) B (c) F  (d) D  (e) E  

178. Which of the following should be the sixth (last) 
sentence after the start?  
(a) A  (b) B  (c) C (d) D  (e) E 

179. Which of the following should be the fourth sentence 
after the start?  
(a) A (b) B  (c) C (d) D  (e) E  

180. Which of the following should be the second sentence 
after the start?  
(a) E (b) B (c) C  (d) D  (e) E 

Directions (181-185): Which of the phrases (a), (b), (c), 
(d) given below each sentence should replace the phrase 
printed in bold in the sentence to make it grammatically 
correct? If the sentence is correct as required’.Mark (e) as 
the answer. 
181. Cultivating goodhobbies are an excellent way of 

reducing the stress of daily living.  
(a) is an excellence way of   (b) is an excellent way of  
(c) be an excellent way of (d) are excellent way for  
(e) No correction required  

182. The business group needs to reform not only its 
business and marketing strategies, but also its 
organizational structure.  
(a) needed to reforming   (b) needs to reform  
(c) needs for reform  (d) needed for reform 
(e) No correction required 

183. I challenged him to produce the authority letter which 
I knew had not been issued to him.  
(a) was not been issued to   
(b) had not being issued for  
(c) had not been issued for   
(d) have not been issued to  
(e) No correction required 

184. The old woman lied about her husband behind his 
back. 
(a) in his absence    (b) in his presence   
(c) in anyone’s absence  (d) in everyone presence  
(e) None of these  

185. His behavior with all his employees is so pleasing that 
everyone come forward for helping him. 
(a) came towards him for help 
(b) comes towards him for help 
(c) comes forward to help him 
(d) comes forward for help him 
(e) No correction required 
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Directions (186-190): Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is any grammatical error in it. The error, if 
any, will be in one part of the sentence. The letter of that 
part is the answer. If there is no error, the answer is (e) i.e. 
No Error'. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any.)  
186. During the flood (a)/ Shilpa's colleagues (b)/ prayed 

for (c)/ her safety. (d)/ No error (e)  
187. Everyone admires Deepa (a)/ because of her ability 

(b)/ to generate (c)/ so good ideas. (d)/ No error (e)  
188. The company has announced (a)/ a bonus for all (b)/ 

employee who (c)/ achieve their sales targets. (d)/ 
No error (e)  

189. The Cashier cannot (a)/ give no explanation (b)/ for 
the money (c)/ that is missing. (d)/ No error (e)  

190. The manager has (a)/ confidence in the engineer (b)/ 
ability to (c)/ design the new software. (d)/ No error 
(e) 

Directions 191-200):  In the following passage there are 
blanks, each of which has been numbered. These numbers 
are printed below the passage and against each, five words 
are suggested, one of which fits the blank appropriately. 
Find out the appropriate words without changing the 
meaning of the passage.  

Capital investment is essential for ... (191)... of 
productive capacity and adding new capacity for current 
and future industrial growth. The ...(192)... of this article is 
to make an assessment of capital investment in the private 
corporate sector, which would provide important insights 
into the business expectations about performance of 
economy in ...(193)..., and the infrastructure and 
manufacturing sectors in ...(194)... The method of 
...(195)... growth in corporate investment should, ideally, 
be based on the available means of financing and 
investment project. The bulk of the major projects in the 
private corporate sector is ...(196)... by the leading all 
India term-lending institutions, namely, the Industrial 
Development Bank of India (IDBI), the Industrial Finance 
Corporation of India (IFCI), the Industrial Investment Bank 
of India (IIBI), ICICI Ltd. (now ICICI Bank) and the 
Infrastructure Development Finance Company (IDFC). The 
financial sector reforms in the 1990s have, in effect 
...(197)... the sources of financing corporate projects; in 
particular, commercial banks have, in recent years, stated 
...(198)... financial assistance to corporate projects. Since a 
majority of the private corporate entities, undertaking 
large projects, ...(199)... the term-lending institutions and 
banks for financing the projects cost, the phasing details of 
capital expenditure available in the relevant project 
reports would provide a base for estimating ...(200)... 
growth in capital expenditure.  
191. (a) installation  (b) maintenance   

(c) aggravation (d) generation   
(e) modernization 

192. (a) problem  (b) objective  (c) summary   
(d) essence  (e) moral  

193. (a) abstract  (b) globe  (c) development  
(d) general  (e) details  

194. (a) particular  (b) question  (c) view   
(d) future  (e) industrialization  

195. (a) reinventing  (b) augmenting  (c) estimating   

(d) amplifying (e) checking  
196. (a) financed  (b) encapacitated 

(c) analyzed (d) entrusted  (e) governed  
197. (a) reduced  (b) enlarged  (c) deactivated   

(d) eurbed  (e) magnified  
198. (a) arresting  (b) monitoring  (c) regulating   

(d) providing (e) withdrawing  
199. (a) mitigate  (b) visit   (c) explore   

(d) finance  (e) approach  
200. (a) fastidious  (b) sluggish  (c) likely   

(d) complete (e) relevant  
 


