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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

151. (a);  The 2nd paragraph of the passage begins with 
‘With those caveats, it appears to me that one strand 
consisted .........to prevent bracken ferns from over 
running the fields’. Hence in the context of Rwanda and 
Haiti, the author is referring to the existence of too 
many people fighting for limited land and other 
resources. Hence, option (a) is the most appropriate 
answer. 

152. (d); ‘Anthropogenic’ refers to being caused or produced 
by human beings. So ‘anthropogenic drought’ refers to 
the drought caused by actions of human beings. Further 
hint is given in the 8th line of the 2nd paragraph of the 
passage.  

153. (b); In the 3rd paragraph, refer to the lines ‘At the time 
of previous droughts.......to have reliable water supplies’. 
Hence, it is evident that the final drought which caused 
the collapse of the Maya civilization was different from 
the previous droughts because man had left no 
unoccupied land away from agriculture to start life in a 
new way.  

154. (d); The first paragraph of the passage states that ‘To 
summarize the Classic Maya collapse, we can 
tentatively identify five strands. I acknowledge, 
however, that Maya archaeologists still disagree 
vigorously among themselves-in part, because the 
different strands evidently varied in importance among 
different parts of the Maya realm; because detailed 
archaeological studies are available for only some Maya 
sites, and because it remains puzzling why most of the 
Maya heartland remained nearly empty of population 
and failed to recover after the collapse and after re-
growth of forests’. Hence, there is not one specific 
factor that can individually explain the collapse of the 
Maya civilization. Therefore, the correct answer would 
be option (d).    

155. (e); The answer is clearly indicated in the 4th 
paragraph of the passage where it is mentioned that the 
Maya kings and leaders were more focussed on their 
short- term concerns of enriching themselves. The 
entire Maya population was not obsessed with its 
short- term interests. Hence, it cannot be cited as one of 
the factors causing the collapse of the Maya society. 

156. (d); Exacerbated meansmake (a problem, bad 
situation, or negative feeling) worse. So, aggravated is 
the word which is similar in meaning to it. 

157. (e); Extravagantmeansexceeding what is reasonable or 
appropriate; excessive or elaborate. So, exaggerate is 
the word which is similar in meaning to it. 

158. (e); Undermining means lessen the effectiveness, 
power, or ability of, especially gradually or insidiously. 
So, threatening is the word which is similar in meaning 
to it. 

159. (b); Dilemma means a difficult situation or problem. 
So, Solution is the word which is opposite in 
meaning to it. 

160. (d); Vigorously means strongly. So, weakly is the 
word which is opposite in meaning of it.  

161. (c); This is the correct answer since this is what the 
whole passage concentrates on. Note that there is no 
explicit usage of word from the passage in this option- 
yet it turns out to be correct.    

162. (a); This is the correct option since it is essentially a 
restatement of the sentence above, which talks about 
the restriction of self wish of the panchayats.   

163. (b); The dilemma in option (a) has not been discussed. 
Further it is union-state dilemma. Option (b) is the 
obvious answer since we are talking about at intra state 
level. Option (c) is out of context. Option (d) is union-
state dilemma.   

164. (c); In option (a), There is nothing wrong in the 
democratic multi party system. Hence this cannot be 
the fatal flaw. For option (b), the fatal flaw does not 
refer to the mechanisms that the Union uses to deal 
with the state.  Option (c) is the correct answer, since 
the fatal flaw is the central idea of the entire passage- 
and this option correctly describes what the passage 
describes. Option (d) is too drastic to be considered.  

165. (b); The option is correct since the passage clearly talks 
about the balancing of powers between parties at the 
centre and those at the state level.  

166. (d): Entrenched means (of an attitude, habit, or belief) 
firmly established and difficult or unlikely to change. 
So, ingrained is the word which is similar in meaning to 
it. 

167. (c); Endowed means to provide with a quality, ability, 
fund or asset. So, funded is the word which is similar in 
meaning to it. 

168. (a); Encroachment means to influence strongly. So, 
influencing is the word which is similar in meaning to 
it. 

169. (e); Coalition means a temporary alliance for combined 
action, especially of political parties forming a 
government. So, Disunion is the word which is opposite 
in meaning to it.  

170. (d); Enshrined means preserve (a right, tradition, or 
idea) in a form that ensures it will be protected and 
respected. So, Desecrated is the word which is opposite 
in meaning to it. 

171.  (a); ‘notional, jumped’ is the correct use. 
Notional- existing as or based on a suggestion, 
estimate, or theory.   

172. (b); ‘believe… affect’ is the correct use. 
173. (e); ‘circumstances … investigate’ is the correct use. 

Circumstances: a fact or condition connected with or 
relevant to an event or action. 
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Investigate: carry out a systematic or formal inquiry to 
discover and examine the facts of (an incident, 
allegation, etc.) so as to establish the truth. 

174. (c); ‘occur … repeatedly’ is the correct use. 
175. (d); ‘virtue… poverty’ is the correct use.  

For questions (176-180); The correct sequence to form 
meaningful paragraph is ECFBDA. 

176. (d); D 
177. (e); E 
178. (a); A 
179. (b); B 
180. (c); C 
181. (b); Replace ‘are an excellent way of’ with ‘is an 

excellent way of’. Cultivating goodhobbies is a singular 
subject which should be followed by singular verb. 

182. (e); No correction required.  
183. (e); No correction required. 
184. (a); Replace ‘behind his back’ with ‘in his absence’. 
185. (c); Replace ‘come forward for helping him’ with ‘comes 

forward to help him’ which makes the sentence 
structure grammatically correct. 

186. (e); No error. 
187. (d); Replace ‘so’ with ‘very’ since ‘so’ is followed by 

‘that’ when used as an adverb. 
188. (c); Replace ‘employee’ with ‘employees’ since 

employee should be plural as it is preceded by all.  
189. (b); Replace ‘no’ with ‘any’ since a sentence cannot take 

two negatives.  
190. (b); Replace engineer with engineer’s.  
191. (b)   
192. (b) 
193. (d)  
194. (b)  
195. (b) 
196. (a) 
197. (b) 
198. (d) 
199. (e) 
200. (c) 

 


