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THE HINDU REVIEW: JULY 2016 for UBI, BOB, RBI & Other Examinations 

 
National Current Affairs 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi's address 'Mann Ki Baat' 
to be broadcast in Bangladesh. 

 Ministry grants recognition to Paralympic Committee of 
India. 

 The National mineral exploration policy has been 
unveiled to adopt comprehensive exploration of non-fuel 
and non-coal mineral resources. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru Port becomes India’s first port to 
implement Logistics Data Tagging of Containers. 

 World's largest charkha unveiled at IGI Delhi airport. It 
is 9 feet wide, 17 feet tall and 30 feet long. 

 The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
inaugurated Swami Vivekanand Sabhagar at Kathak 
Kendra of Sangeet Natak Akademi in New Delhi. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has led Parliamentarians 
in paying tribute to former Parliamentarian, Minister in 
the first cabinet post independence and founder of 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee on his 
birth anniversary at the Parliament house. 

 Giving a major boost to Namami Gange Programme, 
Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development 
and Ganga Rejuvenation inaugurated 231 projects at 
various locations. 

 National Association of Software and Services 
Companies (Nasscom) has unveiled India’s first centre of 
excellence focused on Internet of Things (CoE- IoT) at its 
Startup Warehouse in Bengaluru. 

 Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
will lead a delegation of over 110 Indian companies that 
will showcase their engineering prowess at a trade fair 
in Russia. 

 Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi 
announced a cyber-cell in New Delhi to keep a check in 
this regard. If they are being abused or harassed on 
social media platforms using the hashtag 
#IamTrolledHelp. 

 The first direct bus service between Pokhara (Nepal) 
and New Delhi (India) was launched to connect South 
Asia’s two important cities. 

 The Union Government launched ‘Operation Sankat 
Mochan’ to evacuate the Indians from South Sudan. 

 Minister of State for External Affair VK Singh headed the 
mission. 

 Cabinet approves revival of defunction Fertilizer Units in 
Gorakhpur, Sindri and Barauni. 

 The Union Cabinet approves change of name from 
“Rajendra Central Agricultural University” to “Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural University”. 

 India achieves yet another public health milestone, 
becomes first country to be declared free of Yaws, an 
infection of the skin and bones, much ahead of WHO 
global target year of 2020. 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared 
India as Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus free. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) has listed Chandigarh's Capitol 
Complex and Sikkim's national park among its World 
Heritage Sites.  India now has 35 sites. 

 India's first e-court has opened at High Court of 
Judicature at Hyderabad. It is the common high court for 
the states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

 India and Bangladesh has opened the newly constructed 
modern integrated check-post at Petrapole-Benapole 
point of the India-Bangladesh border in West Bengal. 

 Establishment of a new All India Institutes of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) at Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh under 
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) has 
been approved by the Union Cabinet. 

 Union Cabinet approved for the incorporation of 
Sagarmala Development Company (SDC) under the 
Companies Act, 2013 with an initial authorized share 
capital of 1 thousand crore rupees. 

 Union Cabinet approved for introducing amendments to 
the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) (Amendment) 
Bill, 2015 in Parliament. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation 
stone of All India Institute Of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
and revival of fertilizer factory which was closed for the 
last three decades in Gorakhpur district of Uttar 
Pradesh. 
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 India has contributed USD 100,000 to a trust fund set up 
for victims of sexual exploitation and abuse by 
peacekeepers.  

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has inaugurated a host 
of passengers services and other amenities at the 
Yasvantpur station, one of the three railways stations 
that serve Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has inaugurated 114-
km long Rameswaram-Mana Madurai route as the 
country's first green rail corridor with zero toilet 
discharge section. 

 Union Ministers Venkaiah Naidu and Manohar Parrikar 
unveiled a life-size statue of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam at 
Peikarumbu, his burial site in Rameswaram to observe 
his first death anniversary. 

 The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill was passed by Lok Sabha. The bill 
prohibits employment of children below 14 years in all 
occupations except in family business, with the 
provision for the imprisonment of up to two years for 
any violation. 

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) has declared 
Brazil free of measles, after no case of the disease was 
registered in the last year. 

 The Union Government has approved nearly 1600 crore 
rupees for Jammu and Kashmir under skill development 
initiative 'Himayat'. Under this initiative, youths from 
both rural and urban areas of J&K would be imparted 
with training in various job-intensive vocational courses 
over the next three years. 

 The Lok Sabha has cleared an amendment to the Lokpal 
Act giving an indefinite extension to the deadline for 
assets and liabilities' disclosure by central government 
employees and management personnel of NGOs. 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment of a 
new AIIMS at Bhatinda, Punjab under the Pradhan 
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY). 

 The Centre has announced the formation of District 
Development Coordination and Monitoring Committee 
(DDCMC) in place of the District Vigilance and 
Monitoring Committee (DVMC) and to be named Disha 
for effective implementation of Central government 
schemes. 

 Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu laid foundation 
stone for construction of a new Railway Station at 
Imphal. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has flagged off the Run 
for Rio event in New Delhi. 

 Centre has decided to organise a Make in India 
conference in Bhubaneswar in December this year. 
 

International Current Affairs 

 China has hoisted the final piece into position on what 
will be the world’s largest radio telescope, which it will 
use to explore space and help in the hunt for 
extraterrestrial life. 

 In the first leg of his four-nation tour of African 
countries, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reached 
Maputo, the capital of Mozambique. 

 India has set up an apparel training centre in Nigeria to 
support textiles industry of the west African country. 

 IMF has announced a $5.34 billion program for Iraq to 
help strengthen the country's finances, hit by the crash 
in oil prices and the fight against the Islamic State group. 

 India has handed over 30 SUVs to Mozambique.  With 
this India completed the delivery of 4.5 million US dollar 
grant assistance as part of supporting the institutions of 
this African country. 

 Vice President Hamid Ansari has unveiled a stone statue 
of Mahatma Gandhi at Pethub Monastery in the 
Mongolian capital. 

 The UN General Assembly has unanimously adopted a 
resolution approving an agreement to make the 
International Organisation for Migration part of the UN 
as a related organisation. 

 Brazilian scientists have identified another type of Zika-
transmitting mosquito. 

 
States in India Current Affairs 

 Maharashtra target of planting 2 crore trees in state 
crossed. 

 Rapid Rural Police Response System launched in Punjab. 
 India’s first Commercial Court and Commercial Disputes 

Resolution Centre inaugurated in Chattisgarh. 
 Centre to allot Rs 400 Crore for developing airports at 

Agra, Allahabad, Kanpur and Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh. 
 Mission Indradhanush to next cover 13 MP districts. 
 The central government has given its nod for renaming 

Mhow railway station in Indore district of Madhya 
Pradesh after BR Ambedkar as the Dalit icon was born 
there. 

 Rajasthan has become the first state in the country to 
introduce minimum wages for part-time workers. 

 The world famous Rath Yatra or chariot festival of Lord 
Jagannath begins in Puri, Odisha as well as in different 
parts of the country. 

 The second phase of Haritha Haram programme of 
Telangana government has been launched. The  Haritha 
Haram programme aimed to plant 46 crore plants to 
improve green belt.  

 The West Bengal Government has taken up a project to 
set up three biotechnology hubs across the state. The 
three proposed biotechnology hubs will come in 
Bardhaman, Kalimpong and Medinipur districts. 

 Kerala Government imposes 14.5 per cent fat tax on Junk 
Food. 

 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has launched 
SV.CO, purportedly world’s first digital student 
incubator, as a digital makeover of the Startup Village in 
Kochi. 

 Maharastra Police launches 4 apps for timely 
intervention into emergency situations. 
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 The West Bengal government has set a target to 
construct toilets across all villages of the state by March 
2019 to enable open defecation free (ODF) rural Bengal. 

 Madhya Pradesh is the first state of the country to setup 
Happiness Department in state. 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has 
launched the facility of virtual and digital classrooms 
across 32 ITIs in the state on the occasion of World 
Youth Skills Day (15th July).He also Announced an 
initiative called 'Skill Sakhis' for women empowerment. 

 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched a live 
interactive programme, titled 'TalkToAK', aimed at 
directly engaging with the Delhiites. 

 A State green panel has given first-stage clearance to 
Orissa Integrated Power Ltd (OIPL) for diverting 17.02 
hectares of revenue forest land to set up a 4,000 MW 
UMPP in Sundargarh district in Odisha at a cost of Rs. 
29,000 crore. 

 Kerala Government has launched Kochi Water Metro 
project, the first ever Water Metro project of the country. 
It was launched by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan at Kochi, Kerala.  

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, 
along with Union Ministers Kalraj Mishra and Venkaiah 
Naidu have laid the foundation stone for a Ministry of 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises technology centre 
under Technology Centre Systems Programme (TCSP) at 
Pudi in Visakhapatnam district. 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has 
launched a pilot project of e-complaint system on an 
experimental basis in Pune. 

 In an attempt to double the income of farmers by 2022, 
the Rajasthan government plans to bring in latest 
technological innovation and introduce best farming 
practices by inviting experts to Global Rajasthan 
Agritech Meet (GRAM) in Jaipur. 

 The Government of Karnataka has set-up a dedicated 
start-up cell for speeding up the implementation of the 
initiatives under its start-up policy. 

 Manipur has joined the Ujwal DISCOM (distribution 
company) Assurance Yojana (UDAY) scheme which is 
meant for revival of debt-stressed power 
distribution utilities and will get benefits of around Rs 
263 crore. Manipur is the 14th state to join the UDAY. 

 Yoga centres will be opened in all municipal committees, 
councils and corporations in Haryana. 

 Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has launched 
'Mission Harita Andhra Pradesh'., with the theme 'green 
cover for a happy living'. The objective of the mission is 
to increase the green cover in the state to 50 % by the 
year 2029. 

 Centre has sanctioned nearly Rs. 620 crore to Uttar 
Pradesh as assistance for the recent drought situation in 
the state. 

 The Cochin Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CCCI) is 
launching an Aadhaar based e-Certificate of Origin 
service. 

 Bihar government has lifted the ban on the sale and 
consumption of toddy (palm wine) in the state. 

 
 

New Appointments/Persons Resigned 

 D K Hota has been appointed as Chairman & Managing 
Director (CMD) of Bharat Earth Movers Ltd. (BEML). 

 Linda Burney becomes first Indigenous woman elected 
to the House of Representatives (lower house) of the 
Parliament of Australia's lower house. 

 Sudarshan Sen appointed Executive Director of RBI.He 
will replace NS Vishwanathan.  

 Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN) announced R 
Baskar Babu, CEO of Suryoday Micro Finance as its new 
President.  

 K B Koliwad elected as Speaker of Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly. 

 The Centre has announced the appointment of R 
Thiruppathi Venkatasamy as Accountant General, 
economic and revenue sector audit, of Tamil Nadu with 
immediate effect. 

 Essel Group’s education arm Zee Learn has appointed 
Debshankar Mukhopadhyay as Chief Executive Officer. 

 Travel planning and booking site TripAdvisor has 
appointed Gary Fritz as its Chief Growth Officer and 
President of the Asia-Pacific region.  

 Principal Secretary Irrigation Deepak Singhal has been 
appointed the new Chief Secretary of Uttar Pradesh.  

 Telecom tower company Indus Towers has announced 
the appointment of Tejinder Kalra as its Chief Operating 
Officer.  

 Senior bureaucrat S K Kohli has been appointed as 
Controller General of Defence Accounts (CGDA). 

 IDFC Mutual Fund has announced the appointment of 
Mr. Vishal Kapoor as its chief executive officer.  

 Consumer business director of Bharti Airtel Mr. Srini 
Gopalan has quit the company and is all set to join 
Deutsche Telekom from October 1st as a member of new 
board management for Europe business. 
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 Chief Operating Officer of Microsoft Kelvin Turner has 
resigned. 

 The country’s largest IT services firm Tata Consultancy 
Services stated that its non-Executive Director Phiroz 
Vandrevala has resigned from the company.  

 Sanjay Gupta has been appointed as Chairman and 
Managing Director (CMD) of Konkan Railway 
Corporation Ltd (KRCL). 

 Tripura Governor Tathagata Roy was sworn-in as the 
acting Governor of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Justice Sushila Karki took charge as the first woman 
chief justice of Nepal’s Supreme Court. 

 D Rajkumar and Utpal Bora has appointed as Chairman 
and Managing Director (CMD) of Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and Oil India Ltd, respectively. 

 Najma Heptulla & G M Siddeswara quit Modi Cabinet. 
 K V R Murthy new CMD of Jute Corporation. 
 Senior IPS officer Ashok Patnaik was appointed CEO of 

the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID). 
 Theresa May takes over as Britain's Brexit PM & 

appoints Boris Johnson as Foreign Secretary. 
 Indian-American Dr. Kinshuk named US university Dean. 
 Congress announces Sheila Dikshit as Chief Ministerial 

candidate for UP Assembly elections. 

 
 The government has appointed a 1987- batch IAS officer 

Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi Chairman of the Central Board 
of Secondary Education (CBSE) for a 5 year term. 

 Pema Khandu sworn in as the ninth Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh while Chowna Mein has sworn in as 
the Deputy Chief Minister. 

 An Odisha-born bureaucrat Guruprasad Mohapatra has 
been appointed the chairman of Airports Authority of 
India (AAI).  

 Sidhu resigns as Rajya Sabha MP. 
 World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim has 

appointed Paul Romer as World Bank Chief Economist 
with effect from September 2016.  

 Turnbull sworn in as Australia’s PM. 

 Steve Elworthy appointed as the Managing Director of 
2019 World Cup to be held in England and Wales in 
2019. 

 The Western Union appoints Sohini Rajola as new Vice-
President. 

 Sarvita Sethi appointed Coca-Cola VP-Finance for India 
and South West Asia. 

 The Union Government has appointed Ajay Bhushan 
Pandey as the Chief Executive Officer of Unique 
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI). 

 Roger Ailes, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Fox 
News Channel has resigned from his post. 

 Nepal's Prime Minister, Khadga Prasad Oli has resigned 
from his office. He resigned ahead of a no-confidence 
vote. 

 Kolkata-based diversified conglomerate ITC Ltd has 
named Sanjiv Puri as Chief Operating Officer of the 
company. 

 Ricoh India has stated that its Chairman and Director 
Tetsuya Takano has resigned from the company. 

 Swedish mobile telecoms maker Ericsson's Chief 
Executive Officer Hans Vestberg has resigned from his 
post with immediate effect. 

 The Central government has appointed Dr. Buddha 
Rashmi Mani as the Director General of the National 
Museum.  

 BJP MP and Anurag Thakur will be commissioned into 
the Territorial Army (TA) as a regular officer. He will be 
the first serving BJP MP to join the military force. 

 Sunil Kant Munjal, joint managing director at Hero 
MotoCorp and Chairman of Hero Corporate Services will 
step down from his position. 

 European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
has appointed Michel Barnier to lead negotiations with 
Britain to leave the European Union. 

 CK Mishra, a 1983 batch IAS officer of the Bihar cadre, 
has been appointed the new Health Secretary. 

 T Nanda Kumar has resigned as chairman of Gujarat-
based National Dairy Development Board (NDDB). 

 The first woman chief of aviation regulator Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) M Sathiyavathy was 
named as new Union Labour Secretary. 

 The current Chairman of the Railway Board, AK Mital, 
has got an extension to continue for 2 more years. 

 Justice Iqbal Ahmed Ansari was sworn in as the Chief 
Justice of Patna High Court. 

 Justice Dilip Babasaheb Bhosale was sworn in as the new 
chief justice of Allahabad High Court. 

 The Gujarat government has appointed Dr. Jagdip 
Narayan Singh, a Gujarat-cadre IAS of 1983 batch as 
Chief Secretary of the State. 

 National Stock Exchange (NSE) appointed three new 
public interest directors who are as follows: Mohandas 
Pai, Naved Masood and Dinesh Kanabar. 

 An 18-year-old Indian-American girl, Sruthi 
Palaniappan, has become the youngest delegate at the 



 

5 www.bankersadda.com   |   www.sscadda.com  |  www.careerpower.in  |  www.careeradda.co.in 

 

Democratic National Convention which has nominated 
Hillary Clinton as the party's presidential candidate. 

 
Banking Current Affairs 

 Balal village in Kasargode district in the state of Kerala is 
one of the 21 villages selected across the country by the 
State Bank of India under the SBI Digital Village 
initiative. 

 State Bank of India launches two new digital offerings. 
SBI has partnered with Flipkart to offer its consumers 
the facility of pre-approved EMI Facility on purchases. 
The bank also launched a social media banking platform 
for Facebook and Twitter users, called ‘SBI Mingle’. 

 State Bank of India (SBI) and the World Bank have inked 
agreements for a $625 million (around Rs 4,200 crore) 
facility to support grid-connected rooftop solar 
programme (GRPV) in the country. 

 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved an 
increase in foreign investment from the current 
approved level of 62% to 74% . 

 SBI Cards and Payment Services (SBI Card), the third-
largest card issuer by number has launched a premium 
credit card 'Elite'. Elite is a bundle of several privileges 
and benefits for high net worth individuals (HNIs). 

 State Bank of India (SBI), has signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with the Indian Institute of 
Technology Society for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (SINE), (IIT) Bombay’s technology 
business incubator, to promote innovation by startups in 
the financial sector. 

 IDFC Bank has announced it had acquired Tamil Nadu-
headquartered microfinance institution Grama Vidiyal in 
an all-cash deal.  

 
 Housing Development Finance Corp (HDFC) is set to 

become the first Indian company to sell masala bonds, a 
rupee-denominated bond sold to foreign investors and 
listed on an overseas exchange. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted an 
inter-regulatory Working Group (WG) to study the 
entire gamut of regulatory issues relating to Financial 

Technology and Digital Banking in India. The Working 
Group will be headed by Sudarshan Sen, Executive 
Director of RBI, and has 12 members. 

 The Reserve Bank of India has asked banks to exchange 
up to 20 pieces of soiled currency notes with a maximum 
value of Rs. 5,000 over the counter free of charge. 

 The fourth tranche of the Sovereign Gold Bonds scheme 
has opened for subscription. 

 The government has allocated Rs 22,915 crore capital to 
meet the capitalization needs of 13 Public Sector Banks 
(PSBs) in the current fiscal. 

 SBI launches Rs 7,000 crore stressed assets fund with 
Brookfield. 

 Federal Bank has signed an agreement with Reliance Jio 
Money for one-click payment service. 

 Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) has joined hands with the State Bank of India to 
chalk out a detailed plan for promotion of rail ticketing 
activities, including internet ticketing and unreserved 
ticketing system. 

 Corporation Bank has launched a new facility called 
‘Green PIN’. 

 ICICI Bank Ltd has organised a coin exchange mela 
during the 'Rath Yatra' festival at the RBI financial 
literacy camp in Bholanath Vidyapith.  

 Karnataka Bank Ltd has initiated a programme to 
provide solar lights in the non-electrified houses of 
students in rural areas.  

 HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company and Shamrao 
Vithal Co-operative (SVC) Bank have announced their 
bancassurance agency partnership to provide a range of 
non-life insurance offerings to the customers of the 
bank.  

 Mumbai-headquartered, Axis Bank has stated that the 
Reserve Bank of India has granted approval for 
appointment of Sanjiv Misra as Additional Director and 
the Non-Executive (Part-Time) Chairman of the bank. 

 The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs. 5 
crore on Bank of Baroda in the alleged rs. 6,000 crore 
forex related irregularities that were observed in 
October last year.  

 ICICI Bank and Axis Bank are the first Indian banks to 
sign up for Swift’s global payments innovation initiative. 

 RBI has imposed penalty of Rs 2 crore each on Allahabad 
Bank and UCO Bank and Rs 1 crore on Bank of India for 
violation of anti-money laundering norms. It has also 
imposed an aggregate penalty of Rs. 2 crore on Canara 
Bank. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed 27 crore 
rupees penalty on 13 public and private sector banks for 
violations of Foreign Exchange Management (FEMA) Act 
(Anti-money laundering) and lapses in Know your 
customer (KYC) rules. The maximum penalty for Rs 5 
crore has been imposed on Bank of Baroda. 

 State Bank of India has launched a payment system at its 
ATMs which will allow the account holders to transfer 
the money by using the mobile phone number as an 
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identifier.  This payment facility system works on instant 
money transfer (IMT) platform which will enable a 
payment of up to Rs 10,000 from any SBI bank. 

 Japanese payments company OKI has installed 600 
automatic teller machines with cash recycling abilities 
for country's largest lender State Bank of India across 
the country. 

 
Economy Current Affairs 

 The Union Cabinet has granted its approval to set up 
India Post’s payments bank, 650 branches of which will 
be made operational by September 2017. 

 The Finance Ministry has imposed definitive anti-
dumping duty on purified terephthalic acid (PTA) 
imports from China, Iran, Taiwan, Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 

 Telecom Ministry is believed to have cleared the Rs 
3,500-crore 4G spectrum trading deal between service 
providers Bharti Airtel and Aircel. 

 The Centre has cleared a proposal to sell its stake in 
state-owned construction company NBCC India with an 
aim to meet the Rs. 56,500-crore PSU disinvestment 
target in 2016-17. 

 Leading stock exchange BSE is introducing 'Paperless 
SIP' (systematic investment plans) that would allow 
mutual fund investors to make transactions through 
various modes of payments. 

 Govt. revises time schedule for making payments under 
Income Declaration Scheme 2016. As per the revised 
schedule, a minimum amount of 25 % of the tax, 
surcharge and penalty can be paid by 30th of November 
this year. 

 Central government employees will get the revised pay 
based on the 7th Pay Commission from August 2016. 
The Commission had recommended a 23.55 percent 
overall hike in salaries, allowances and pension 
involving an additional burden of Rs 1.02 lakh crore, or 
nearly 0.7 percent of GDP. 

 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for raising 
foreign shareholding limit from current 5% to 15% in 
Indian Stock Exchanges. 

 Markets regulator Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) has initiated the first phase of its new 
enterprise portal to facilitate accurate and timely 
circulation of information to internal and external 
stakeholders. 

 The government's collections under the Sovereign Gold 
Bond scheme realised through the fourth tranche 
reached around Rs. 919 crore, the highest achieved yet. 

 The Government has released Rs 100 crore towards its 
co-contribution for Atal Pension Yojana (APY) for 2015-
16. 

 Parliament passes Regional Centre for Biotechnology 
Bill, 2016. 

 Rs. 28,000 cr released under Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

 

Business Current Affairs 

 Gurgaon-based online pharmacy 1mg has acquired 
diagnostic labs aggregator Medd (HolaMed Healthcare 
Technologies Pvt. Ltd) for an undisclosed amount. 

 Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail (ABFRL) has stated that 
it will acquire global clothing brand ’Forever 21’ in the 
Indian market for USD 26 million (around Rs. 175.52 
Crore). 

 Search giant Google has acquired a French startup called 
Moodstock. 

 Lafarge-Holcim has entered into an agreement with 
Nirma Ltd to sell its entire 100% holding in cement 
maker Lafarge India for an enterprise value of $1.4 
billion. 

 The Indian travel agency Yatra Online entered into a 
merger agreement with a Nasdaq-listed special purpose 
acquisition firm Terrapin 3 Acquisition Corp (TRTL). 

 Low-cost airline with pink and white themed Air 
Carnival has launched its operations with its maiden 
flight from Coimbatore to Chennai. 

 Dabur tied up with the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO's) unit Defense 
Institute of High Altitude Research (DIHAR), Leh, to 
promote sustainable cultivation of high-altitude 
medicinal plants in Ladakh. 

 Herbalife associates with IOA as nutrition partner 
sponsor of the Indian Olympic contingent to Rio De 
Janeiro. 

 Dabur acquires South African cosmetic firm Discaria 
Trading. 

 Tata STRIVE, an initiative of Tata Community Initiatives 
Trust, has launched its first Skill Development Centre 
(TSSDC) centre in Hyderabad. 

 Paytm ties up with grocery retailer Heritage Fresh. 
 Sony Pictures Networks India has acquired the exclusive 

broadcast rights to telecast the 2016 edition of the 
International Champions Cup (football) in India. 

 Online marketplace Snapdeal has announced its 
partnership with e-ticketing platform BookMyShow and 
extended its service offerings.  

 Software services major Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
has been ranked as the top employer in the Indian IT 
industry by the representative body Nasscom.  

 Online classifieds platform Quikr has acquired 
Bengaluru-based online recruitment firm Hiree for an 
undisclosed amount. 

 Vodafone M-Pesa, a mobile phone-based money transfer 
service, has tied up with Punjab State Power Corporation 
Limited (PSPCL) to enable consumers pay their 
electricity bills instantly.  

 Online fashion marketplace Myntra has acquired its rival 
Jabong from Global Fashion Group to create India’s 
biggest fashion shopping destination. 

 Chinese electronics firm LeEco acquired American TV 
manufacturer Vizio for $2 billion. 
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 US-based A10 Networks, an application networking and 
security company has announced the acquisition of 
Appcito. 

 
 Intex Technologies has announced cine star Madhuri 

Dixit as Brand Ambassador for its new range of 
consumer durable products. 

 Business software maker Oracle has announced that it 
has entered into a definitive agreement to acquire 
NetSuite. 

 
Mou/Agreements Signed 

 Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) has signed a 
shareholder agreement with State Bank of India (SBI) to 
set up payments bank. 

 India and Cyprus have agreed to revise their tax treaty 
under which capital gains tax will be levied on the sale of 
shares of investments made after April 1, 2017. The 
Union Cabinet chaired by the PM approved the signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India 
and Mauritius in the field of Rural Development and 
Poverty Alleviation.  

 The Union Cabinet gave approval to a joint issue of 
postage stamps between Department of Posts and 
Portugal Post.  

 The Union Cabinet has also given its approval for signing 
of a MoU between India and Mozambique on Drug 
demand reduction and prevention of illicit trafficking in 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and precursor 
chemicals and related matters and for import of pulses. 

 The Union Cabinet has also approved the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India 
and Tanzania in the field of Traditional Systems of 
Medicine and Homeopathy.  

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given its ‘in-principle’ approval for 
setting up a Major port at Enayam near Colachel in Tamil 
Nadu. 

 During the Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the 
South African country Mozambique, India and 

Mozambique have signed three agreements in the area 
of drug trafficking (1st), pulse trading (2nd) and youth 
affairs & sports (3rd). 

 India and South Africa have signed memorandums of 
understanding (MoUs) in four areas of co-operation. The 
agreement signed in the area of information and 
communication technology, tourism, grass root 
innovation in the science and technology sector & arts 
and culture. 

 The Defense Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO) has signed an agreement with IIT-Bombay and 
Madras to establish a bi—nodal ‘Centre of Propulsion 
Technology’ (CoPT) at the two institutions. 

 The Karnataka Region Economic and Trade Organisation 
(KRETO) and the Sanya People Municipal Government, 
China, signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to 
foster trade between Sanya City and Karnataka. 

 Bangladesh, India sign Rampal power plant construction 
agreement of a 1,320-megawatt coal-fired power plant, 
the biggest project under bilateral cooperation that 
would mark the transition from electricity export to 
generation level. 

 Maharshi Dayanand University (MDU) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with non-profit 
public organization namely Global Village Foundation 
(GVF) for collaborative studies and research on social 
and economic public policies. 

 The Union Government and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) have signed a 100 million US dollars loan 
agreement to strengthen key irrigation and drainage 
system and improve water management in the Vennar 
sub-basin of the Cauvery delta in Tamil Nadu. 

 Tata Advanced System (TASL) and Bell Helicopter, a 
Textron Company have signed an agreement to work 
together in support of India’s aviation and defense 
modernization initiatives. 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has signed 
seven Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) 
with Indian taxpayers in a moving design to reduce tax 
litigation. 

 NITI Aayog and Intel India sign Statement of Intent (SOI) 
to start Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATL) Initiative for 
Young Innovators as a part of its flagship programme  
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM). 

 Cabinet approved for the signing of the Air Services 
Agreement between India and Mozambique. 

 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which has been 
signed between India and Tunisia for strengthening 
bilateral cooperation in the field of Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) and Digital 
Economy.  

 Union Cabinet approved the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signed between India and the 
State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation 
of the Swiss Confederation for cooperation in skill 
development. 
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 India and Japan have signed a Social Security Agreement 
(SSA) that will come into force on 1st October 2016.  

 Turkey's president has declared a three-month state of 
emergency following a failed coup. 

 The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with National 
Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) 
to develop 12 sewage treatment plants (STP). 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has approved Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) 
between India and Cambodia to boost trade and 
business. 

 The International Transgender Arts Festival, a 
performing arts festival for transgenders, is being 
organized at the National Gallery for Modern Arts in 
Bengaluru. 

 A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed 
today in New Delhi between Himachal Pradesh 
government, NTPC and NHPC for setting up Hydro 
Engineering College in the State. 

 India has signed a 1 billion dollar deal with US defense 
and aerospace major Boeing for procuring four long-
range maritime surveillance and anti-submarine warfare 
aircraft, Poseidon-8I. 

 India and Bangladesh have agreed to enhance 
cooperation on anti-terror efforts with Dhaka. 

 
Summits/Conference/Rallies 

 The 2nd BRICS Youth Summit concludes in 
Guwahati.The theme of the summit was “Youth as bridge 
for intra-BRICS exchanges”.   

 The multinational exercise Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC)2016 - World’s largest international maritime 
exercise held in the Pacific Ocean at Hawaii, United 
States. 

 BRICS' meeting on energy efficiency begins in 
Visakhapatnam. 

 The Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh has 
inaugurated the second anti-drug Working Group 
meeting of Heads of Drug Control Agencies of BRICS 
countries in New Delhi. 

 NATO Summit held in Warsaw, Poland. 
 President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurates the first 

edition of India Skills Competition, on the occasion of the 
World Youth Skills Day in New Delhi. Skill India will be 
celebrating its first anniversary on the occasion. 

 VP Hamid Ansari reached Ulaan Baatar the capital of 
Mongolia to attend 11th Asia-Europe Meeting- ASEM-
Summit. The theme for the summit is "20 Years of ASEM: 
Partnership for the Future through Connectivity". 

 The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion 
(DIPP) has organized a day-long conference on Startup 
India in New Delhi with an aim to give impetus to start 
up India initiative. 

 A three-day meeting between Border Security Force 
(BSF) and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has begun in 
Agartala to sort out problems along the border.  

 A motorcycle rally named Ride for Accessibility was 
organized in the national capital with a message to 
empower differently abled persons, Divyangs. 

 BRICS policy planning dialogue meeting held in 
Patna.  This year's theme of dialogue is Building 
responsive, Inclusive and collective solutions. 

 
 

Obituaries 

 World famous futurist, writer Alwin Toffler dies at 87. 
 Renowned Marathi literary scholar R C Dhere passed 

away. 
 Ex-MP Ranji player Kapil Seth passed away. 
 US Oscar-winning director of the film the Deer, Hunter 

Michael Cimino has died at the age of 77.   
 Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor and author who fought 

for peace, human rights and simple human decency, has 
died at the age of 87. 

 Michel Rocard, former Prime Minister of France, passed 
away in Paris, France. He was 85. 

 Veteran communist leader and former World Peace 
Council president Romesh Chandra has passed away in 
Mumbai. He was 94 years old. 

 Noel Neill, the first actress to play Superman’s love 
interest, has passed away at the age of 95. 

 Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami, whose 1997 film 
"Taste of Cherry" won the prestigious Palme d'Or at the 
Cannes Film Festival, has passed away following a 
prolonged illness in Paris. He was suffering from Cancer 
and was 76 years old. 

 Veteran music director Om Prakash Sonik, also known as 
Omi, part of the Sonik-Omi duo, has passed away in 
Mumbai following a brief illness. He was 77 years old. 

 Noted Pakistani philanthropist, social activist, ascetic 
and humanitarian Abdul Sattar Edhi has passed away in 
Karachi. He was 88 years old. 

 Former Indian international footballerAmal Dutta, who 
was also the first professional football coach of the 
country, passed away in his Kolkata residence. He was 
86. 

 William H McNeill, prize-winning world historian, died 
at 98. 
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 Hockey Olympian Joe Antic has passed away in Mumbai. 
He was 90 years old. 

 Oldest litigant of of Babri Mosque Ram Janmbhumi 
dispute of Ayodhya dispute Mohammad Hashim Ansari 
passes away. 

 Noted Indian hockey player Mohammed Shahid has 
passed away in Gurgaon due to multiple organ failures. 
He was 56 years old. 

 Legendary singer Mubarak Begum Shaikh passes away. 
She was 80 years old. 

 Former French cyclist Dominique Arnaud has passed 
away in Dax, Aquitaine, France due to cancer. He was 60 
years old.  

 Eminent Journalist and Doordarshan News 
Correspondent in Hyderabad, Sanjiv Thomas has passed 
away. He was 59 years old. 

 Modern Indian artist S H Raza has passed away 
following a prolonged illness. 

 Noted agricultural scientist Neelamraju Ganga Prasada 
Rao has passed away in Hyderabad. 

 Eminent writer and social activist Mahasweta Devi has 
passed away at a city nursing home in Kolkata following 
a prolonged illness. 

 MD and CEO of Rajshri Media, Rajjat Barjatya has passed 
away in Mumbai after losing a battle to cancer. 

 American author James Alan McPherson has passed 
away in Iowa City, U.S. 

 Veteran diplomat Arundhati Ghose, who led the Indian 
delegation at the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) negotiations in Geneva in 1996, passed 
away at the age of 76. 

 
Sports Current Affairs 

 Indian goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh Sandhu makes history 
again, becomes first Indian to feature in Europa League. 

 Sameer emerges fastest athlete by winning gold in 100 
meter dash in 10.60 seconds at the 56th National Inter-
state Senior Athletics Championships in Hyderabad. 

 India set to host South Asian Basketball Association 
(SABA) Zone Qualifying Round of the FIBA Asia 
Challenge 2016 at Bangalore.  

 India will be hosting the world’s first Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA) ‘Super Fight League’.  

 India's badminton player B Sai Praneet has won the 
Canada Open Grand Prix Badminton tournament and 
also it's Rio Olympics-bound men’s doubles pair of Manu 
Attri and B Sumeeth Reddy have also won titles Canada 
Open Grand Prix badminton tournament in Calgary. 

 Lewis Hamilton wins Austrian Grand Prix. 
 The Olympians Association of India (OAI), the first-ever 

association for Indian Olympians, by the Olympians, was 
launched. Five-time Olympian Shiva Keshavan will serve 
as the association's first president. 

 Saudi Arabia was unanimously elected as the 39th 
Associate Member of International Cricket Council’s 
(ICC) during its full council meeting in Edinburgh. 

 Bengaluru para-swimmer Niranjan Mukundan has won 
eight medals, including three golds, at the recently-
concluded IWAS (International Wheelchair and Amputee 
Sports) U-23 World Games in Prague, Czech Republic. 

 Javelin thrower Annu Rani has bettered her national 
record with a 59.87m throw at the 56th National Inter-
State Senior Athletics Championships in Hyderabad. 

 Bengali cine star Jeet has acquired the Kolkata franchise 
of the first-ever multi-nation Premier Futsal League 
(PFL), which is scheduled to start on July 15.The team 
will be known as 'Kolkata 5s'. 

 Indian gymnast Dipa Karmakar was named a ‘Gymnaste 
de Classe Mondaile’ (World class gymnast) by the 
International Gymnastics Federation (FIG). 

 Wimbledon Championships 2016 winners in Men’s 
Singles Title is Britain's Andy Murray who defeated 
Milos Raonic of Canada. Women’s Singles Title: 
American Serena Williams, who won her seventh 
Wimbledon singles crown  victory over Germany’s 
Angelique Kerber. 

 Formula 1 world champion Lewis Hamilton from Great 
Britain has won the 2016 British Grand Prix title of 
Formula 1. 

 Portugal defeated France 1-0 to win their first ever 
EURO championship at Saint-Denis in Paris France. 

 India & Kenya ink seven agreements. 
 Sprinter Dharambir Singh and Jinson Johnson along with 

Triple jumper Renjith Maheshwari were the latest 
athletes to join the line for representing the country at 
the Olympics in Brazil. 

 India held the second position in the latest ICC Test 
rankings followed by Pakistan and England. Australia 
leads the Test rankings & ODI Rankings while New 
Zealand topped the T-20. 

 India's Grand Master Harika Dronavalli has won the Fide 
Women’s Grand Prix trophy in Chendu in China.  

 India jumps 11 places to 152nd in football rankings. 
Overall, Argentina remain on top. 

 Pakistan captain Misbah-ul-Haq has scored 110 against 
England at Lord's and with this, the 42 years and 47 days 
old cricketer became the oldest captain to score. 

 Dipika Pallikal Karthik toppled defending champion 
Joshna Chinappa to regain the women's title in the 73rd 
Senior National Squash Championship in Mumbai. The 
men's crown was captured by the titleholder and top 
seed Saurav Ghosal. 

 Vijender Singh, the boxing star from India, has clinched 
the WBO Asia Pacific Super Middleweight title at the 
Thyagraj Stadium, New Delhi. 

 American hurdler, Keni Harrison broke a 28-year-old 
world record in the 100m hurdles, clocking 12.20 
seconds at the London Anniversary Games.  

 India test team captain Virat Kohli has become the first 
Indian captain to score a double century outside India. 

 India’s Neeraj Chopra has won the javelin gold at the 
IAAF World under-20 athletics championship in Poland, 
setting a world record of 86.48m. 
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 Formula one driver Lewis Hamilton (British Formula 
One racing driver from England) has won the Hungarian 
Grand Prix to top the drivers’ championship table for the 
first time this season.  

 Promising Indian shooter Manavaditya Rathore has won 
the trap bronze medal in the Champion of Champions 
match at the Junior World Cup in Porpetto, Italy.  

 The 2016 Swiss Open Gstaad, a men's tennis tournament 
played on outdoor clay courts has won by the Spain 
player Feliciano Lopez. 

 Spin legend Muttaiah Muralitharan will be the first Sri 
Lankan to be included in the ICC's Hall of Fame. 

 German professional footballer, Bastian Schweinsteiger 
has retired from the national team, marking the end of a 
glittering international football career. 

 International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) has 
formally suspended an 8-member Russian team from 
next month's Rio Olympics due to doping offences. 

 Skydiver Luke Aikins, 42, became the first to jump from 
a height of 25,000 feet without a parachute, landing in a 
net in southern California. 

 The Supreme Court (SC) accepted the major 
recommendations of the Lodha Committee on reforms to 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), 
including a bar on ministers and civil servants and those 
above 70 from becoming its members. 

 
 

Important Days 

 18th July is observed as Nelson Mandela International 
Day. 

 World Hepatitis Day is being observed on 27th July to 
raise global awareness of hepatitis and encourage 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. The theme for this 
year's global campaign is ‘Elimination’. 

 Every year 29th July is celebrated as the International 
Tiger Day. 

 The World Youth Skills Day (WYSD) was on 15 July 2016 
observed globally with the theme Skills Development to 
Improve Youth Employment. 

 World Population Day was observed on 11 July 2016 
with theme Investing in teenage girls. The theme focuses 
on the empowerment of teenage girls. 

 The 2016 National Doctors’ Day was observed on 1 July 
2016 across India. This is observed to honour legendary 
physician, Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy whose birth and 
death anniversary falls on the same day. 

 
Defence Current Affairs 

 Indigenously built Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas 
inducted into IAF. 

 India's first integrated defence communication network 
was launched, enabling the army, air force, navy and the 
Special Forces Command to share situational awareness 
for a faster decision-making process. 

 China has inducted its largest indigenously-built 
transport aircraft, which is named as Y-20. 

 China Navy Conducts Combat Drill in the South China 
Sea. 

 Indian Navy has commissioned INS Karna, an 
independent base of Marine Commandos (MARCOS) at 
Bheemunipatanam Naval Base, Visakhapatnam, Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) and French firm 
Safran Helicopter Engines have agreed to establish a 
support centre in India for national and international 
rotorcraft customers. 

 Indian Naval Ships Sahyadri, Shakti and Kirch have 
arrived at Port Kelang,Malaysia, on a four day visit, as 
part of deployment of the Eastern Fleet to the South 
China Sea and Western Pacific. 

 China has unveiled AG600, the world's largest aircraft 
which can land on both water and land and used to fight 
forest fires and perform marine rescues. 

 The Solar Impulse has become the first aircraft to circle 
the globe powered by the sun. 

 The Indo-Thailand Military Exercise "Maitree" has been 
concluded  at Krabi, Thailand. 

 
Science & Tech. Current Affairs 

 NASA's Juno successfully enters Jupiter's orbit. 
 Astronomers discover planet with 3 suns located 340 

light years from Earth. 
 NASA announces discovery of 104 new planets outside 

solar system. 
 SpaceX launched space station docking port. 
 The Ministry of Science and Technology has come up 

with a 'Solar Power Tree', an innovative way to generate 
electricity using solar power in a limited space. 

 
Awards & Recognition 

 South African writer Lidudumalingani Mqombothi has 
won the '2016 The Caine Prize' for African Writing for 
his story ‘Memories we Lost’. 

 Radhika Menon will become the first woman in the 
world to receive the Award for Exceptional Bravery at 
Sea from the International Maritime Organisation. 

 The Advertising Agencies Association of India (AAAI) 
announced that Srinivasan K Swamy, Chairman of R K 
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Swamy Hansa, would be the recipient of this year’s AAAI 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee conferred 
the 51st Jnanpith Award on the renowned writer, Dr. 
Raghuveer Chaudhari. 

 Aditya Puri, the chief executive and managing director 
(MD) of the second largest private sector lender HDFC 
Bank, has been ranked as the best banking CEO in Asia 
by the investor community.  

 The bank's chief financial officer Sashi Jagdishan has 
been ranked as the best CFO. 

 Emirates based in Dubai named world's best airline in 
2016 Skytrax awards. 

 Rohit Khandelwal becomes first Indian to win Mr. World 
title. 

 Nigerian journalist Didi Akinyelure wins BBC World 
News Komla Dumor Award 2016. 

 14-year old Indian boy Advay Ramesh won the 
mentioned prize for Asia-Pacific region in the Google 
Science Fair of 2016 for projecting to safeguard 
fishermen 

 Seven Indian companies have made it to the latest 
Fortune 500 list of the world's biggest corporations in 
terms of revenue.  The list is topped by the retail giant 
Walmart. 

 
 Kerala Tourism has secured two Gold Awards at the 

prestigious Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) 
awards in recognition of its trendsetting marketing 
initiatives. 

 Renowned Music Director and singer Bappi Lahiri and 
Critically-acclaimed filmmaker Goutam Ghose have been 
honoured with 'Mahanayak award' by the West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamta Banerjee. 

 Renowned violinist Avasarala Kanyakumari from south 
India was selected for the prestigious 2016 Sangita 
Kalanidhi Award. 

 17th Kargil Vijay Diwas which named after the success of 
Operation Vijay was observed on 26 July. 

 Classical singer Thodur Madabusi Krishna and National 
Convenor of Safai Karmachari Andolan Bezwada Wilson 
featured in this year's list of winners of the coveted 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 2016. 

 Kolkata's football giants club East Bengal has announced 
that this year’s Bharat Gaurav award (Pride of India) will 
be conferred on legendary athlete Milkha Singh. 

 Four new writers have got the Bharatiya Jnanpith's 11th 
Navlekhan award for the year 2015 in a ceremony held 
in New Delhi. Amlendu Tiwari and Balram Kawant were 
awarded for their novels 'Parityakt', and 'Sara Morila,' 
while Om Naagar and Tasneem Khan were awarded for 
their non-fictions 'Nib Ke Chire Se' and 'Yeh Mere 
Rahnuma' respectively. 

 Kerala Tourism has bagged six National Tourism awards 
for 2014-15 in the marketing category for states. 

 
 
Current Schemes/App/Portal/Programmes Launched by 

State & Central Govt. 

 Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, Minister of Railways has 
launched "NIVARAN portal", an online system for 
redressal of service related grievance of serving and 
former railway employees. 

 The Union Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Minister, Shri 
Radha Mohan Singh has launched Crop Manager for 
Rice-based Systems (CMRS) a web-based App for better 
crop and Nutrient management released for Bihar 
farmers in a program organised at ICAR-RCER in Patna. 

 President inaugurates smart village pilot project at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan.The five villages which will be 
developed into the smart villages under this pilot project 
are Dhaula, Alipur, Harichandpur and Taj Nagar from 
Gurgaon district and Rojka Meo from Mewat district of 
Haryana. 

 The Union Cabinet has also approved a National 
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme. The Scheme has an 
outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore with a target of 50 lakh 
apprentices to be trained by 2019-20. 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) 
launched a mobile app (TRAI Myspeed App) for 
measuring real-time internet speeds that consumers get. 

 Agriculture Minister launched an online portal designed 
to monitor the functioning of nearly 645 Krishi Vigyan 
Kendras (KVKs), known as farm-science centres, spread 
across the country. 

 Ministry of Health launches Nationwide Intensified 
Diarrhoea Control Fortnight (IDCF)". 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) with an outlay of 
Rs.12000 crore to impart skilling to one crore people 
over the next 4 years (2016-2020). 

 74 schemes of 17 Ministries & Departments brought 
under Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT). 
 
Miscellaneous/Books/Visits/Power Plants/Ranks 

Released/Committees Current Affairs 

 India jumps 19 places on World Bank Logistics 
Performance Index; moves to 35th rank. 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has attended a 
commemorative event to mark the 300th Martyrdom 
Anniversary of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur in New Delhi. 

 India has slipped by two places to 91st position in the 
recently released 2016 Networked Readiness Index 
(NRI) by the Geneva-based World Economic Forum 
(WEF). It is topped by Singapore. 

 The Finance Ministry of Government of India has 
constituted a four members committee to examine the 
feasibility and desirability of having a new financial year. 
The Committee will be headed by Dr. Shankar Acharya 
(former Chief Economic Adviser).  

 A three-day Woodpecker Environment and Wildlife Film 
Festival held at historic Gaiety Theatre in Shimla. 

 SRK, Akshay join Taylor Swift in Forbes highest paid 
celebrity list. Musician Taylor Swift is the top spot on the 
list. 

 Cabinet approves the Revised Cost Estimate of 
Punatsangchhu-II Hydroelectric Project in Bhutan. 

 SIT on black money recommends ban on cash 
transactions above 3 lakh rupees. The SIT headed by 
retired Justice M B Shah, submitted its fifth report to the 
Supreme Court. 

 BHEL commissions 250 MW power plant in Gujarat 
based on eco-friendly Circulating Fluidised Bed 
Combustion (CFBC) technology, using low-quality coal 
(lignite) as the primary fuel. 

 A book titled "Who Moved My Interest Rate" is written 
by Duvvuri Subbarao, the former Governor of Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI). 

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) has launched the 
SVEEP Portal in the Hindi language along with two other 
releases in the sidelines of the Conference of Chief 
Electoral Officers of States by the Chief Election 
Commissioner Nasim Zaidi. 

 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
approved for the installation of Ghatampur Thermal 
Power Project of 1980 Mega Watt capacity.  

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) has announced 
the launch of National Electoral Roll Purification (NERP) 
2016 programme across the country. 

 Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has 
commissioned the third unit of the 4x40 MW Teesta Low 
Dam Hydro Electric Project (HEP) Stage-IV in West 
Bengal. 

 In Sustainable Development index, India has ranked 110 
out of 149 nations. The index is topped by the Sweden.  

 Centre has constituted a committee to prepare Draft Bill 
on Ganga to deal with all the issues related to the 
River.  The committee will be chaired by the retired 
Justice Giridhar Malviya. 

 The Odisha government has constituted a judicial 
commission to study the functioning of the Puri 
Jagannath Temple. It will be headed by retired Orissa 
High Court judge Bimal Prasad Das. 

 The Kerala State Government has constituted a State 
Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (STAGI) on 
the lines of the National Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation (NTAGI). 

 The Mother Teresa International Film Festival (MTIFF), 
a film festival focusing on Mother Teresa's life and 
teachings is going to be held at over 100 locations in 
India and around 50 other countries. 

 Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan has reformed the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee(JPC) for Land 
Acquisition Bill and appointed Ganesh Singh as the 
Chairperson of the Joint Committee of Parliament 
examining the Land Acquisition Bill. 

 Hinduja National Power Corporation Limited (HNPCL) 
has commissioned its 1,040 MW coal fired thermal 
power project on the coast of Bay of Bengal at Palavalasa 
village in the Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 Dakshayani, 86, is all set to enter the Guinness World 
Records as the oldest living elephant. 

 The Council of Scientific Industrial Research (CSIR) has 
been ranked world's 12th best government 
institution.  France's National Centre for Scientific 
Research was ranked first. 

 The book based on the script of the play 'Harry Potter 
and the Cursed Child' launched globally. 

 


