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SSC MEMORY BASED ENGLISH 
 

Directions (1-3): In these questions, four alternatives are 

given for the idiom/phrase given in bold in the sentence. 

Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning 

of the idiom/phrase given in bold. 

1. Fit like a glove 

(a)  to fit snugly (b) something tight and sticky 

(c) soft and easy to ware (d) difficult to hold 

2. Pull a long face 

(a) to make fun  (b) to look sad  

(c) to irritate someone (d) pull someone’s face 

3. Cat nap 

(a) take a long sleep  (b) sleep like a cat 

(c) make a snorting while sleeping    

(d to sleep briefly 

Directions (4-5): In these questions, out of the four 

alternatives, choose the one which best expresses the 

meaning of the word given in bold. 

4. SOOTHE 

(a) agitate   (b) perturb 

(c) fluster   (d) mollify 

5. Devastate 

(a) ransack   (b) physique 

    (c) constitution  (d) corpus  

Directions (6-7): In these questions, out of the four 

alternatives choose the word opposite in meaning to the 

word given in bold. 

6. Epitome 

(a) quintessence  (b) paragon 

(c) abridge   (d) incarnation 

7. Gumption 

(a) ingenuity (b) stupidity 

(c) sagacity        d) acumen 

Directions (8-10): In the following questions, out of the 

four alternatives choose the one which can be substituted 

for the given words/sentence. 

8. Person working in some organization  

(a) colleague  (b) antagonist 

(c) opposer   (d) detractor 

9. Money given to agent on sales 

(a) help   (b)commission   

(c)assignment  (d) endeavor 

10. A system of government in which only one political 

party is allowed to function 

(a) Oligarchy  (b) Dictatorship   

(c) Totalitarianism  (d) Theocracy 

Directions (11): In these questions, four words are given 

out of which only one is incorrectly spelt. Find the 

incorrectly spelt word.  

11. (a) connaisseur   (b) conoisseur 

(c) connoiseur  (d) connoisseur 

Directions (12-14): In these questions, sentences are 

given with blanks to be filled in with an appropriate 

word(s). Four alternatives are suggested for each 

question. Choose the correct alternative out of the four 

alternatives. 

12. A person came in with a baby who, she said, 

……………….. a safety pin. 

(a) swallowed  (b) just swallowed 

(c) had just swallowed (d)  was just swallowing 

13. When I was a child, I………………… to school everyday 

instead of going by cycle. 

(a) walked   (b) have been walking 

(c) had walked  (d)  have walked 

14. The waiter hasn’t bought the coffee ……………. I’ve 

been here an hour already. 

(a) still    (b) yet 

        (c) up     (d) till 

Directions: (15-17): In these questions, read each 

sentence to find out whether there is any error in it. The 

error, if any, will be in one part of the sentence. The 

number of that part is the answer. If there is no error, the 

answer is (D). (Ignore errors of Punctuation, if any.) 

15. I used a pair of trouser for a week 

(a) I used a   (b) a pair of trouser 

(c) for a week.  (d) No error 

16. He has made a mistake and of which I am certain 

(a) He has made a  (b) mistake and of 

(c) which I am certain (d) No error 

17. He was not allowed for the teacher to speak in low 

voice 

(a) He was not allowed (b) for the teacher to 

(c) speak in low voice (d) No error 

Directions: (18-20): In these questions, a sentence or a 

part of sentence is underlined. Below are given 

alternatives to the underlined part which may improve 

the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no 

improvement is needed, your answer is (D). 

18.  She cut a sad figure in her first performance on the 

stage. 

(a) made a sorry figure (b) cut a sorry face 
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(c) cut a sorry figure (d) No improvement  

19. What does agonise me most is not this criticism, but 

the trivial reason behind it. 

(a) I most agonised  (b) most agonizing me  

(c) agonises me most (d) No improvement 

20. Your results depend not only on how much you have 

studied but how long you have read. 

(a) but also how long (b) but also on how long 

(c) but also on how much long 

(d) No improvement 

Directions (21-25): Read the passages carefully and 

choose the best answer to each question out of the four 

alternatives. 

India and China have developed two distinct forms of 

centrist elitist states which are very different but which 

share common characteristics.  First of all, they are highly 

centrist in nature which means that they exhibit a 

compelling urge to gather power into the government, 

and then to hold such power at the national government 

level.  Both have made significant delegations to state 

level governments, but China in particular believes in the 

central control of decentralized operations.  There is a 

collateral urge to concentrate power in the hands of a 

small elite group especially around the power of economic 

development.  In both cases, the logic is that centralized 

power is more easily controlled and manipulated, and 

that any sharing of power invites the undesirable 

prospect of having to negotiate and perhaps to be forced 

to compromise.  

This centrist urge is common to all forms of 

government:  democracies, dictatorships, state socialist 

regimes, and even in Islamic states, where many of the 

control mechanisms are guided or compelled by religious 

imperatives rather than secular principles.  While the key 

to power is usually economic, governments that are 

particularly authoritarian seek to extend their control to 

all elements of society:  political, economic, social 

services, and even the definition of acceptable national 

cultural mores. 

Once in power, centrist governments tend to become the 

captives of their own compelling need to hold on to 

power.  They become very “doctrinaire”; that is, they use a 

doctrine or philosophy as justification for the correctness 

of their position and as a political justification for holding 

on to their power.  Examples include the 65 year history 

of state communism in the Soviet Union, most of Eastern 

Europe, Cuba, China and North Korea.  Islamic states tend 

to rely heavily on religious doctrine as defined in the 

Qur'an and Shari’a.  Most political parties establish some 

degree of a doctrinal base as a means to attract 

supporters and define what the party stands for.  The 

great wave of movement toward state socialism was 

elaborately defined by doctrine that emphasized the 

necessity for state control of national social services and 

large segments of the national economy, accompanied by 

official suspicion of the private sector, and this pattern 

persists officially in China, even where 

communist/socialist doctrine has lost a good deal of its 

relevance. Ruling elites, even if essentially honest, are still 

narrow in vision, often isolated and unrealistic in their 

understandings, and tend to be reactionary, parochial, 

self-centered and self-important. 

21. Consider the following statements: 

I. Both have made significant delegations to state 

level governments, but India in particular believes 

in the central control of decentralized operations. 

II. There is a collateral urge to concentrate power in 

the hands of a small elite group especially around 

the power of economic development. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) I only  (b) II only 

(c) Both I and II (d) Neither I nor II 

22. What is the biggest difference between these two 

countries? 

(a) China is more populated country then India  

(b) Form of government  

(c) Height of the people of two countries 

(d) None of the above 

23. What could be the suitable ‘title’ of the above 

passage?  

 (a)A Comparison Of India And China 

(b) Who is bigger; India or China 

(c) Politics in India and China 

(d) None of the above 

24. Consider the following statements: 

I. Not all political parties establish degree of a 

doctrinal base as a means to attract supporters 

and define what the party stands for.  

II. The great wave of movement toward state 

socialism was elaborately defined by doctrine 

that emphasized the necessity for state control of 

national social services and large segments of the 

national economy 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

(a) I only  (b) II only 

(c) Both I and II (d) Neither I nor II 

25. Choose the word which is most opposite in meaning 

to elaborately as used in the passage. 

(a) complicated (b) tangled 

(c) intricate  (d) plain 

 


