
 

 

 
 

SBI PO PRELIMS MEMORY BASED: ENGLISH ABILITY 
 

Directions (Q. 1 – 10): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below it. Certain words 

have been printed in bold to help you to locate them while answering some of the questions. 

Despite rapid economic growth, the explosion of microcredit programs and self-help groups, and laudable efforts to 

increase women’s political participation, gender disparities have remained deep and persistent in India. The UN 

Gender Inequality Index has ranked India below several sub-Saharan African countries. Gender disparities are even 

more pronounced in economic participation and women’s business conditions in India. Using data from the 2011 

Global Gender Gap report shows that while India scores around the average of the gender gap index overall, its score 

for women’s economic participation and opportunity is worse than 95% of all countries in the sample. Despite India 

being the second fastest growing economy in the world, gender disparities have remained deep and persistent in 

India. 

The good news is that the overall India average female business-ownership share (in manufacturing) has increased 

over time from 26% in 2000 to 37% in 2005. However, there is wide variation across states and industries in the 

prevalence of women as entrepreneurs. Among the major states of India, those with the highest share of new 

proprietary businesses in the unorganized manufacturing sector owned by women in 1994 are Karnataka, Tamil 

Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala. Those with the lowest share of female entrepreneurs are Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, 

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan. Similar patterns hold across states when comparing overall business 

ownership rates by gender. All but one state (Sikkim) saw an increase in the share of new businesses owned by 

women over the period of 1994 to 2005.  
 

Not surprisingly, the same industries in which female entrepreneurship is concentrated relative to male 

entrepreneurship also comprise the industries in which most women-owned businesses are found. In 1994, more 

than 90 percent of new female-owned businesses were found in six of 22 2-digit industries. These industries include 

Textiles, Tobacco, Wood Products, Food Products, Furniture and Chemical Products. By 2005, 90 percent of female 

entrepreneurs were still concentrated in six largely overlapping 2-digit industries. At the opposite end, female 

shares of 2% or less are evident in industries related to computers, motor vehicles, fabricated metal products, and 

machinery and equipment. In services, female ownership rates in major cities tend to be higher than overall state 

averages and exceed 30% in sanitation and education industries.  
 

Among district-level traits, a higher female-to-male sex ratio, an age profile emphasizing working age population, 

better quality infrastructure, and more stringent labor regulations appear important. The relative entry rate declines 

with high population density. Education and female literacy rates are not associated with gender differences in 

manufacturing. The relationship between infrastructure and the female entry share is the most policy relevant. 

Inadequate infrastructure affects women more than men, perhaps because women often bear a larger share of the 

time and responsibility for household activities. It is notable that infrastructure access within a district matters. 

Women face greater constraints in geographic mobility imposed by safety concerns and/or social norms. Better 

transport infrastructure may alleviate a major constraint for female entrepreneurs accessing markets. Ironically 

industries related to transportation have the lowest share of women entrepreneurs. Somewhat surprisingly, a 

higher female entry ratio is not associated with a greater female sex ratio in the district. Stronger female-owned 

incumbent businesses again predict a greater female entrepreneurship in service industries. Our results support the 

conclusion that female entrepreneurship in India follows from incumbent female-owned businesses in a district-

industry that encourage subsequent entry. Marshallian channels are important, but they mostly appear to be 

operating through the district-industry agglomeration for female business owners itself. While our approach does 

not rule out every potential bias, it does circumvent the most worrisome endogeneity or omitted factors. 



 

 

A central driver of economic growth over the past century is the increased role of women. This growth via the role of 

women comes in many forms: better education and health, increased female labor force participation generally, 

reduced discrimination and wage differentials that encourage greater effort, and improved advancement practices 

that promote talented women into leadership and managerial roles. Simply put, empowering half of the potential 

workforce has significant economic benefits beyond promoting gender equality. The infrastructure correlation is the 

most policy relevant. Inadequate infrastructure affects women in particular ways due to responsibilities regarding 

household and domestic activities. It is notable that while our within-district infrastructure access is important in 

predicting female entrepreneurship, access to major cities is not found to influence the gender balance of 

entrepreneurs.  

We find evidence of agglomeration economies in both manufacturing and services, where higher female ownership 

among incumbent businesses within a district-industry predicts a greater share of subsequent entrepreneurs will be 

female. Moreover, higher female ownership of local businesses in related industries (e.g., similar labor needs, input-

output markets) predict greater relative female entry rates even after controlling for the focal district-industry’s 

conditions. Our analysis suggests that gender-based business networks may play a role in encouraging women’s 

entrepreneurship. Our analysis is only suggestive in this respect, and points to the need for future research which 

develops a better understanding regarding the dynamics of gender-based networks, entrepreneurship and 

productivity. Linkages and spillovers across firms can depend on common traits of business owners, and 

interactions between the informal (unorganized) and formal (organized) sectors may not be as strong as 

interactions within each sector. Further research needs to identify how these forces affect small-scale female 

entrepreneurs and the welfare of women generally. This will be especially helpful for evaluating the performance of 

industry concentrations in developing economies and guiding appropriate policy actions. 
 

Much recent work emphasizes the role of women in development. India’s economic growth and development 

depends upon successfully utilizing its workforce. Despite recent economic advances, India’s gender balance for 

entrepreneurship remains among the lowest in the world. Improving this balance is an important step for India’s 

development and its achievement of greater economic growth and gender equality. 

1. What is the main reason for huge gender disparities in women’s economic participation in India? 

(a) Female literacy rate which is very low because of social reasons. 

(b) Substandard education among the women because of their social status. 

(c) Dearth in infrastructure facilities. 

(d) Stringent labour regulation laws. 

(e)  Lack of physical strength in women which is required in industries. 

2. Which of the following is/ are the reason(s) for district-industry with high rate of incumbent female employment? 

(i)  High population density. 

(ii) Stringent labour regulation laws which suppresses Indian entrepreneurship. 

(iii) Strong open minded male owned incumbent businesses. 

(a) Only (ii). 

(b) Both (ii) and (iii). 

(c) Both (i) and (ii). 

(d) Only (i). 

(e) All of these. 

3. Share of women entrepreneurs is lowest in which of the following industries? 

(a) Wood industries. 

(b) Fertilizer industries. 

(c) Tobacco industries. 

(d) Fabricated metal products. 

(e) Transportation industries. 

4. Which of the following can help significantly in embolden women entrepreneurs? 



 

 

(a) Lenient labour laws. 

(b) Better education facilities in districts and more importantly in villages.  

(c) Giving emphasis to services which are more skill intensive than manufacturing. 

(d) Business based on gender. 

(e) Efforts in improving female sex ratio as people prefer boys more than girls. 

5. Which of the following is false in context of the passage? 

(a) Safety concern is one of the reasons for gender disparity. 

(b) Incumbent female owned businesses encourage more female entrepreneurs. 

(c) Increase in the female connection in input-output markets increases the share of female entrants. 

(d) Female literacy rate is not the reasons for gender disparity in manufacturing. 

(e) None of these. 

6. What is the writing style used by the author in this passage? 

(a) Descriptive   (b) Analytical  (c) Critical 

(d) Argumentative   (e) Narrative 
 

Directions (Q. 7 – 8) : Which of the following is most opposite in meaning as word printed in bold letters as used 

in context of the passage.  

7. PERSISTENT 

(a) Tenacious   (b) Pertinacious  (c) Intermittent 

(d) Importunate  (e) Unremitting 

8. PREVALENT 

(a) Sporadic   (b) Extensive    (c) Pervasive 

(d) Ubiquitous   (e) Omnipresent 
 

Directions (9 – 10): Which of the following is most similar in meaning as word printed in bold letters as used in 

context of the passage.  

9. CIRCUMVENT 

(a) Outmanoeuvre  (b) Accede    (c) Assent 

(d) Embrace   (e) Pursue 

10. ALLEVIATE 

(a) Aggravate   (b) Intensify   (c) Escalate 

(d) Assuage    (e) Augment 
 

Directions (Q. 11 – 15): Rearrange the following six sentences (A), (B), (C), (D) ,(E)and (F) in the proper sequence 

to form a meaningful paragraph and then answer the questions given below. 

A. Securities and banking firms spend 6% to 8% of their total revenues on IT. Insurance companies in contrast 

spend around 3.5%.  

B. Wipro has over a dozen insurance companies as customers he said citing Aviva, Friends Provident, and Allianz 

as examples. 

C. The story with insurance companies, like their counterparts in the other industries is the same — pressure to 

reduce cost and retain customers. 

D. Echoing Mr Ghosh's view, senior executives of software firms also say that disjointed IT systems, created by 

wave of consolidation that swept the insurance industry, 

E. Is proving to be opportunistic for Indian companies, for service offerings like consolidation of applications, 

maintenance and conversion from legacy to newer platforms. 

F. Regulatory pressure combined with need to introduce new products and services are forcing insurance 

companies to seek external help to drive their business forward, says Soumitro Ghosh, vice president, BFSI, 

Wipro Technologies. 

11. Which of the following would be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement?  

(a) A    (b) B   (c) C 



 

 

(d) D    (e) E  

12. Which of the following would be the LAST (SIXTH) sentence after rearrangement?  

(a) A    (b) B   (c) C  

(d) D    (e) E 

13. Which of the following would be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement? 

(a) A    (b) B   (c) C 

(d) D    (e) F 

14. Which of the following would be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 

(a) A    (b) B   (c) C 

(d) D    (e) F 

15. Which of the following would be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement? 

(a) A    (b) B   (c) C 

(d) D    (e) E 
 

Directions, (Q. 16 – 20) : In each of the following sentences there are two blank spaces. Below each sentences there 

are five pairs of words denoted by numbers (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e). Find out which pair of words can be filled up in 

the blanks in the sentences in the same sequence to make the sentence meaningfully complete. 

16. He was -------------of playing --------------and loose with the sentiments of his dearest friends. 

(a) Innocent; false   (b) Guilty; fast 

(c) Accused; tight   (d) Complained; thick 

(e) Proper; right 

17. Raising _________ over the funding to media houses, Zee group chairman sought ________ of media licences before they 

are issued.  

(a) burden, opinion    (b) concern, scrutiny  

(c) matter, opinion    (d) charges, regulation  

(e) worry, security  

18. Everyone even ______________familiar with serious theater is familiar with the effort that it takes to process 

Shakespearean language _______________ live.  

(a) remotely; performed (b) comically; restrained 

(c) hardly; directing   (d) so; bring 

(e) similarly; spoked 

19. The government has decided not to make any ___________ changes in the country's tax ___________ 

(a) Sweeping; regime    (b) Transparent; hike    

(c) Drastically; net     (d) Constitutional; revenue   

(e) Existing; structure  

20. If criminals are…………….to join electoral fray,………………is likely to increase. 

(a) Compelled, brotherhood   (b) encouraged, harmony   

(c) Allowed, extortion     (d) deterred, corruption   

(e) Invited, voting  
 

Directions (Q. 21 – 25): Read each sentence to find out whether there is any grammatical error in it. The error, if 

any, will be one part of the sentence. The number of that part is the answer. If there is no error, the answer is (e). 

(Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any.) 

21. Hectic schedules can (a)/ take a toll on anybody and (b)/ the solutions to this is (c)/ a quick holiday to some exotic 

location. (d)/ No error (e). 
 

22. (a) If Rajeshwari would have come/(b)  to me I would have/(c) given her the/(d) help she needed./ (e) No error. 
 

23. The court has asked the authorities (a)/to take appropriate steps to restore natural water resources (b)/ so that the 
water shortage problem (c)/ in the state can be solved. (d)/ No error (e) 

 

24. District police arrested (a)/a gang of notorious robbers, (b)/who were planning to strike at (c)/a house in the 
vicinity. (d)/No error(e) 



 

 

 

25. Households across the state are either opting for (a)/a more modest lifestyle or compromising on (b)/the 
nutritional value of their food in efforts to negate (c)/the price rise of essential commodities, cereals, vegetable and 
fruits. (d)/No error (e)   

 

Directions (Q. 26-30): In the following passage, some of the words have been left out, each of which is indicated by 

a number. Find the suitable word from the options given against each number and fill up the blanks with 

appropriate words to make the paragraph meaningful. 

Without science there is no future for any society. Even with science, ...(26)... it is controlled by some spiritual 

impulses, there is no future. One great thing about science is that it does not accept anything on mere ...(27)... 

everything has to be proved beyond any doubt. All acceptance comes after experiment which has no room for any 

…..(28)…  This is the reason why development of science and technology has revolutionised human life all over the 

world. There are very few spheres of human activity which have not experienced the impact of such development. 

However, despite its manifold ...(29)… science has not been able to solve any of man's moral or spiritual problems. 

Society is still groping in the dark to find out what its future will be. The need, therefore, is to make science ...(30)... 

for the ultimate truth. 
 

26. (a) unless    (b) without 

(c) if     (d) before 

(e) because  
 

27. (a) principles   (b) conjecture 

(c) experiment   (d) research 

(e) experience 
 

28. (a) accepted   (b) demonstrated 

(c) proved    (d) performed 

(e) understood 
 

29. (a) limitations   (b) benefits 

(c) shortcomings  (d researches 

(e) inventions 
 

30. (a) useful    (b) worthy 

(c) ready    (d) search 

(e) Fit 

 


