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Directions (Q. 1-10): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below it. Certain words have 
been printed in bold to help you to locate them while answering some of the questions. 

On January 19th every year, Americans celebrate the life and achievements of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., (MLK), a 
Baptist clergyman turned activist, who is often credited with spearheading the country's civil rights movement. It is 
thanks to his efforts that America is today a nation where everyone has equal rights, regardless of race, color or creed. 
MLK who would have celebrated his 86th birthday on January 15th, 2015, was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1929, a city 
where racial divide was a way of life. Blacks and whites lived totally disparate lives. They went to different schools, ate at 
different restaurants and even sat on specially designated seats on buses and trains. Though this did not seem right to 
the young boy, just like the others, he accepted it as a way of life. 
Things started to change in the summer of 1944 when 15-year-old MLK left Atlanta to work in the tobacco fields of 
Simsbury, Connecticut. To his surprise, the black residents in the Northern states were not subjected to the same kind of 
racial injustice. The young boy expressed his astonishment in a letter he wrote to his father in June saying, “After we 
passed Washington there was no discrimination at all. The white people here are very nice. We go to any place we want to 
and sit any where we want to.” By the end of the summer, the seeds of what would transform MLK into America's most 
influential civil rights leader had been firmly planted. 

In 1954, MLK who was by now an ordained Minister and married chose to become pastor of a church 
in Montgomery, Alabama, a city that was notorious for its racial discrimination. His foray into activism began gradually - 
by encouraging Montgomery residents to register to vote and join the NAACP, the nation's oldest and largest civil rights 
organization. 
However, his passive stance changed on December 1st, 1955, after fellow activist Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to 
vacate her seat on a public bus for a white passenger. Enraged, MLK asked the black residents of Montgomery to 
boycott all public transportation. This was no easy request. The buses were the only commute mode for the residents, 
whose jobs often entailed traveling long distances. But they took the challenge not for just one day or month, but a full 
year! As the news of the boycott spread, black people from other parts of the nation that had similar laws, joined in! In 
1956, the activists won their first battle when the Supreme Court of the United States passed a ruling that abolished the 
transportation segregation law. 
But MLK was just getting started. He decided to dedicate his life to the cause and spent the next decade traveling around 
the country, spurring all Americans to stand up to segregation in a non-violent peaceful manner by organizing sit-ins, 
boycotts and protest marches. While he gave many inspiring speeches, his most memorable one was delivered on 
August 28th, 1963. 
The events leading to the oft-quoted 'I have a dream' speech began in June of that year when President John F. Kennedy 
asked the US Congress to pass a civil rights bill - one that would give all Americans equal access to public places. To 
convince government officials to pass the bill, MLK along with other civil rights leaders asked people to demonstrate 
their support by staging a peaceful march in Washington D.C. 
Over 250,000 Americans from all over the country flew, drove, rode buses and even walked, to participate in what the 
history books now call the March on Washington! It was at this event while standing on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial, that MLK articulated his dream of living in a country where everyone was treated equally. 
Unfortunately, the civil rights activist was killed while on a trip to Memphis, Tennessee in 1968, and did not live long 
enough to see it come true. But had MLK been alive, he sure would have been proud to seen how far the country has 
come in recognizing that everyone is equal - regardless of race, color or creed! 
 
1. Why did he initially accept discrimination as a way of life? 

(a)   As he was afraid of the whites. 
(b)   As his father wanted him to accept that as a form of life. 
(c)   So as to save himself from the abuses and the beatings by the whites.  
(d)   Because he lacked decision making capabilities as he was young. 
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(e)   As he was ignorant to the cause of the blacks. 
 
2. What happened when he went to Simsbury in the summer of 1944? 

(a)   It was the first time he saw specially designated seats on buses and trains for blacks. 
(b)   His passive stance changed. 
(c)   He was stupefied by what he saw there. 
(d)   He encouraged the residents there to vote. 
(e)   He gave his famous speech ‘I have a dream’. 

 
3. Why MLK was enraged? 

(a)   Because of specially designated bus seats for black people in Montgomery 
(b)   As a fellow activist was apprehended. 
(c)   Racial injustice in Washington. 
(d)   Different schools on the basis of race. 
(e)   He was enraged with how people accepted the discrimination.  

4. What was the first victory won by the activists? 
(a)   Passing of the civil right bill. 
(b)  The voting rights granted to the black people. 
(c)   Abolishment of transportation segregation law. 
(d)   Boycotting public transportation by the black people. 
(e)   Right to vote. 

5. What led to the famous "I have a dream" speech? 
(a)  The arrest of the activist named Rosa Parks. 
(b)   Kennedy’s urge to fellow congress to pass the civil right bill. 
(c)   Transportation segregation law. 
(d)   US congress’ reluctance to pass the bill. 
(e)   None of these. 

6. What was MLK's dream? 
(a)   Abolition of public transportation segregation law.    
(b)   Right to vote. 
(c)   Equal access in all public places. 
(d    to exonerate Rosa parks from the accusation of violating civil rights. 
(e)   He wanted a person who is black to be the next U.S president. 

Directions (Q. 7-8): Which of the following words is nearest in the meaning to words as given in bold letters? 
7. ENTAIL 

(a) Engender 
(b) Prohibit 
(c) Exclude 
(d) Feign 
(e) Dissuade 

8. FORAY 
(a) Exodus 
(b) Retreat 
(c) Incursion  
(d) Disengagement 
(e)  Detachment 

Directions (Q. 9-10): Which one of the following words is most opposite in meaning to the words given in bold letter in 
the passage? 
9. ORDAINED 

(a) Appoint 
(b) Consecrate 
(c) Sanctify 
(d) Abrogate 
(e) Enact 

10. SPURRING 
(a) Incentive 



 

 

(b) Stimulant 
(c) Inducement 
(d) Impetus 
(e) Deterrent 

Directions (Q. 11-15): Rearrange the following six sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), (E), (F) and (G) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph and then answer the questions given below. 
A. One is the adverse global environment. 
B. But the second can be tackled and should have been tackled by now. Unfortunately, precious time has been lost for 

want of clarity on the way forward. 
C. It will be up to the incoming RBI governor, therefore, to show the way. The bulk of the bad loans is with public sector 

banks (PSBs). 
D. As bad loans mounted and banks had to make provisions for these, profits fell at PSBs or losses mounted. PSB 

performance suffered in comparison with private banks. 
E. The other is a banking sector weighed down by bad loans. There isn’t much we can do about the first. 
F. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is better placed than anybody else to feel the pulse of the banking sector. 
G. The Modi government’s attempts to accelerate growth and realise the promise of achche din face two formidable 

obstacles today. 
11. Which of the following should be the SECOND sentence after the rearrangement?  

(a) A 
(b) B 
(c) F 
(d) D 
(e) E 

12. Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence after the rearrangement?  
(a) A  
(b) C 
(c) B 
(d) G   
(e) E 

13. Which of the following should be the FIFTH sentence after the rearrangement?  
(a) E 
(b) D 
(c) B 
(d) F 
(e) A 

14. Which of the following should be the FOURTH sentence after the rearrangement? 
(a) A 
(b) B  
(c) C 
(d) F 
(e) E 

15. Which of the following should be the SIXTH sentence after the rearrangement? 
(a) C 
(b) D 
(c) A 
(d) B 
(e) E 

Directions (Q. 16-20): The Following questions have two blanks, each blank indicating that something has been 
omitted. Choose the set of words for each blank that best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole. 
16. Though the country has……….free medical service for the poor. it is…………. 

(a) stopped; unaffordable   
(b) rendered; essential 
(c) maintained; admirable   
(d) favoured; appreciable 
(e) instituted; inadequate 

17. If India is ...... on protecting its resources, international business appears equally .......... to safeguard its profit.  



 

 

(a) dreaded , fragile.  
(b) Stubborn weak. 
(c) Bent, determined.  
(d) Approaching, settled. 
(e) Obsessed , prepared. 

18. Obesity and uncontrolled diet..... together to ....... the risk of liver disease in both men and women.  
(a) Act, increase.  
(b) Result, aggravate.  
(c) Taken, arrest. 
(d) Put, heighten.  
(e) Mix, lower. 

19. The blame game for the air tragedy is already in full ....... with the authorities involved making attempts to........... 
themselves up.  
(a) Sway, defend. 
(b) View, try. 
(c) Fledged, protect.  
(d) Swing, cover. 
(e) Roll, hide. 

20. Human beings are biological........... they need to struggle in order to .............. .  
(a) Things, forward. 
(b) Souls, back.  
(c) Organisms, survive.  
(d) Features, undone.  
(e) Creatures, again. 

Directions (Q. 21 – 25): Read each sentence to find out whether there is any grammatical error in it. The error, if 
any, will be one part of the sentence. The number of that part is the answer. If there is no error, the answer is 
(e). (ignore the errors of punctuation, if any.) 
21. In India working woman (a)/ lead a life of dual responsibilities (b)/ if they are married (c)/ and have a family. (d)/ 

No error (e). 
22. Though, she has aptitude (a)/ in mathematics I won’t allow (b)/ her to take it up as a subject of study for the 

Master’s Degree (c)/ because I know the labour involved will tell upon her health. (d)/No error (e). 
23. The RBI has proposed to introduce (a)/polymer notes after taking into considering (b)/the cost and longevity (c)/ 

associated with their manufacturing.(d)/ No error (e). 
24. Over the next five years (a)/the government needs to invest (b) at less 350 billion dollars (c)/in rural infrastructure 

.(d)No error (e). 
25. Money from poor countries (a)/ is flowing into richer ones (b)/ in large part due to the active purchase (c)/ of 

foreign assets by central banks. (d)/ No error (e) 
 
Directions (Q. 26-30): In the following passage, some of the words have been left out, each of which is indicated by a 
number. Find the suitable word from the options given against each number and fill up the blanks with appropriate 
words to make the paragraph meaningful. 
 
Rural healthcare in India is (26) by a huge gap between supply and demand. Currently, rural healthcare needs met 
either by limited government facilities and private nursing homes, which have not been able to keep pace with 
increasing demand or by a number of quacks who practice medicine in rural areas. 
The quality of infrastructure is usually poor and people end up having to go to nearby large cities if they need high 
quality care. 
Rural India deserves, better, since the ability to pay has gone up over the last few years, driven by growth in income 
penetration of government healthcare programmes. Increasing demand (27) with the failure of existing infrastructure 
to scale, has resulted in rural healthcare (28) a large under served market. Absence of a viable business model (29) 
conversion of the huge rural expenditure on health into an economic activity that generates income and serves the poor. 
It is this (30) that entrepreneurs are looking to plug. 
 
26. (a)Performed (b)Displayed (c)Furthered (d)Characterised (e)Male 
27. (a)Couple  (b)Combined (c)Mentioned (d)Engaged  (e)Resulting 
28. (a)Become   (b)Happening  (c)Being (d)Exists  (e)Is 



 

 

29. (a)To  (b)Makes (c)So  (d)ceasing  (e)Prevents 
30. (a)Gap  (b)Truth (c)Progress (d)Catastrophes (e)Divides  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOLUTIONS 
 
1. (d)  
2. (c) Refer to the 3rd paragraph of the passage, “To his surprise, the black residents in the Northern states were not 

subjected to the same kind of racial injustice.” 
3. (b) Refer to the 5th paragraph of the passage. 
4. (c) Refer to the 5th paragraph of the passage, “the activists won their first battle when the Supreme Court of the 

United States passed a ruling that abolished the transportation segregation law.” 
5. (b) Refer to the 5th paragraph of the passage, “'I have a dream' speech began in June of that year when President 

John F. Kennedy asked the US Congress to pass a civil rights bill - one that would give all Americans equal access to 
public places.” 

6. (c) 
7. (a)Entail means involve (something) as a necessary or inevitable part or consequence hence engender is the word 

most similar in meaning. 
8. (c) Foray means a sudden attack or incursion into enemy territory hence incursion is the word most similar in 

meaning.  
9. (d) Ordained means make (someone) a priest or minister hence Abrogate is the word most opposite in the meaning. 
10. (e) Spurring means an incentive hence deterrent is the word most opposite in meaning. 
 
For question (11-15); The correct sequence is GAEBFCD 
11. (a) A 
12. (d) G 
13. (d) F 
14. (b) B  
15. (a) C 
 
16. (e) ‘Rendered’ and ‘instituted’ are the suitable words for the first blank. But, for the second blank, inadequate is 

suitable usage. 
17. (c) 
18. (a) 
19. (d) 
20. (e) 
21. (a); use ‘women’ in place of ‘woman’. 
22. (b);Use 'for' in place of 'in'. 
23. (b) Considering should be replaced with 'consideration' to make the sense correct. 
24. (e);Replace 'less' with 'least' here the use of least will be correct because 350 billion is the minimum requirement. 
25. (a); Replace ‘poor’ with ‘poorer’. 
26. (d) 
27. (b) 
28. (c) 
29. (e) 
30. (a) 
 
 
 
 
 


