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JULY 2016 TONIC: 10TH JULY TO 25TH JULY 
 

 Tripura Governor Tathagata Roy was sworn-in as the acting 
Governor of Arunachal Pradeshi.  

 DRDO signed an agreement with IIT-Bombay and Madras to 
establish a bi-nodal ‘Centre of Propulsion Technology’ (CoPT) at 
the two institutions.  

 Spanish train Talgo clocks 120kmph during Mathura-Palwal 
trial. 

 A Bill was introduced in US to prevent Indian firms from hiring 
staff on H-1B, L1 visas. 

 The Finance Ministry has imposed definitive anti-dumping duty 
on purified terephthalic acid (PTA) imports from China, Iran, 
Taiwan, Indonesia and Malaysia.  

 China Navy Conducts Combat Drill in the South China Sea. 
 Former Indian international footballer & first professional 

football coach of the country Amal Dutta, passed away.  
 Telecom Ministry is believed to have cleared the Rs 3,500-crore 

4G spectrum trading deal between service providers Bharti 
Airtel and Aircel. 

 Astronomers discover planet with 3 suns located 340 light years 
from Earth. 

 Lewis Hamilton from Great Britain has won the 2016 British 
Grand Prix title of Formula 1. 

 Portugal defeated France 1-0 to win their first ever EURO 
championship at Saint-Denis in Paris France. 

 Justice Sushila Karki took charge as the first woman chief justice 
of Nepal’s Supreme Court. 

 The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee conferred the 
51st Jnanpith Award on the renowned writer, Dr. Raghuveer 
Chaudhari.  

 D Rajkumar and Utpal Bora has appointed as Chairman and 
Managing Director (CMD) of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
(BPCL) and Oil India Ltd, respectively.   

 Aditya Puri, the chief executive and managing director (MD) of 
the second largest private sector lender HDFC Bank, has been 
ranked as the best banking CEO in Asia by the investor 
community.  

 The bank's chief financial officer Sashi Jagdishan has been 
ranked as the best CFO. 

 Ministry of Health launches Nationwide Intensified Diarrhoea 
Control Fortnight (IDCF). 

 Maharastra Police launches 4 apps for timely intervention into 
emergency situations. The four applications are Pratisaad Ask, 
Police Mitra, Vahanchoritakrar and Railway helpline app. 

 Lafarge-Holcim has entered into an agreement with Nirma Ltd 
to sell its entire 100% holding in cement maker Lafarge India. 

 Sprinter Dharambir Singh and Jinson Johnson along with Triple 
jumper Renjith Maheshwari were the latest athletes to join the 
line for representing the country at the Olympics in Brazil. 

 Indian Navy has commissioned INS Karna, an independent base 
of Marine Commandos (MARCOS) at Bheemunipatanam Naval 
Base, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

 IDFC Bank has announced it had acquired Tamil Nadu-
headquartered microfinance institution Grama Vidiyal in an all-
cash deal.  

 Housing Development Finance Corp (HDFC) is set to become the 
first Indian company to sell masala bonds, a rupee-denominated 

bond sold to foreign investors and listed on an overseas 
exchange. 

 The Centre has cleared a proposal to sell its stake in state-
owned construction company NBCC India with an aim to meet 
the Rs. 56,500-crore PSU disinvestment target in 2016-17. 

 The Union Government launched ‘Operation Sankat Mochan’ to 
evacuate the Indians from South Sudan. Minister of State for 
External Affair VK Singh headed the mission. 

 Senior IPS officer Ashok Patnaik was appointed CEO of the 
National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID).  

 Cabinet approves the Revised Cost Estimate of Punatsangchhu-
II Hydroelectric Project in Bhutan. 

 Emirates based in Dubai named world's best airline in 2016 
Skytrax awards. 

 Leading stock exchange BSE is introducing 'Paperless SIP' 
(systematic investment plans) that would allow mutual fund 
investors to make 
transactions through 
various modes of payments.  

 The Union Cabinet approves 
change of name from 
“Rajendra Central 
Agricultural University” to 
“Dr. Rajendra Prasad Central 
Agricultural University”. 

 Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 
(HAL) and French firm 
Safran Helicopter Engines 
have agreed to establish a 
support centre in India for 
national and international 
rotorcraft customers.  

 The Union Cabinet has approved the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) with an outlay of Rs.12000 crore to 
impart skilling to one crore people over the next 4 years (2016-
2020).  

 Indian-American Dr. Kinshuk named US university Dean. 
 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has launched SV.CO, 

purportedly world’s first digital student incubator, as a digital 
makeover of the Startup Village in Kochi. 

 India becomes first country to be declared free of Yaws, an 
infection of the skin and bones, much ahead of WHO global 
target year of 2020. 

 President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurates the first edition of 
India Skills Competition, on the occasion of the World Youth 
Skills Day in New Delhi.  

 VP Hamid Ansari reached Ulaan Baatar the capital of Mongolia 
to attend 11th Asia-Europe Meeting- ASEM-Summit. The theme 
for the summit is "20 Years of ASEM: Partnership for the Future 
through Connectivity". 

 Congress announces Sheila Dikshit as Chief Ministerial 
candidate for UP Assembly elections. 

 Govt. revises time schedule for making payments under Income 
Declaration Scheme 2016. As per the revised schedule, a 
minimum amount of 25 % of the tax, surcharge and penalty can 
be paid by 30th of November this year and the further amount 
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of 25 % by 31st of March next year. The balance amount can be 
paid on or before 30th of September 2017. 

 Centre approves projects involving investment of over 19 crores 
for Mewat and Sirsa districts of Haryana under Multi-Sectoral 
Development Programme (MSDP).  

 The West Bengal government has set a target to construct toilets 
across all villages of the state by March 2019 to enable open 
defecation free (ODF) rural Bengal.  

 Maharshi Dayanand University (MDU) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Global Village 
Foundation (GVF) for collaborative studies and research on 
social and economic public policies.  

 The government has appointed a 1987- batch IAS officer Rajesh 
Kumar Chaturvedi Chairman of the Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) for a 5 year term. 

 Hockey Olympian Joe Antic has passed away in Mumbai. He was 
90 years old.  

 India's Grand Master Harika Dronavalli has won the Fide 
Women’s Grand Prix trophy in Chendu in China.Harika was 
playing with white against Russia's Olga Girya. 

 India jumps 11 places to 152nd in football rankings. Argentina 
remains on top.  

 BHEL commissions 250 MW power plant in Gujarat based on 
eco-friendly Circulating Fluidised Bed Combustion (CFBC) 
technology, using low-
quality coal (lignite) as the 
primary fuel. 

 The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has constituted an 
inter-regulatory Working 
Group (WG) to study the 
entire gamut of regulatory 
issues relating to Financial 
Technology and Digital 
Banking in India which will 
be headed by Sudarshan Sen, 
Executive Director of RBI.  

 Union Government and the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) have signed a 100 
million US dollars loan agreement to strengthen key irrigation 
and drainage system and improve water management in the 
Vennar sub-basin of the Cauvery delta in Tamil Nadu.  

 The Reserve Bank of India has asked banks to exchange up to 20 
pieces of soiled currency notes with a maximum value of Rs. 
5,000 over the counter free of charge. However, if the number of 
notes to be exchanged is more than 20, banks can levy service 
charge.  

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared India as 
Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus free. 

 Over fourteen lakh LPG connections have been released to the 
women of BPL families under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana (PMUY).  

 74 schemes of 17 Ministries & Departments brought under 
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT). 

 Indian Naval Ships Sahyadri, Shakti and Kirch have arrived at 
Port Kelang,Malaysia, as part of deployment of the Eastern Fleet 
to the South China Sea and Western Pacific.  

 Madhya Pradesh is the first state of the country to setup 
Happiness Department in state.  

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has launched 
the facility of virtual and digital classrooms across 32 ITIs in the 
state on the occasion of World Youth Skills Day (15th July).He 
also announced an initiative called 'Skill Sakhis' for women 
empowerment. 

 A book titled "Who Moved My Interest Rate" is written by 
Duvvuri Subbarao, the former Governor of Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) was released. 

 Pakistan captain Misbah-ul-Haq has scored 110 against England 
at Lord's and with this, the 42 years and 47 days old cricketer 
became the oldest captain to score. 

 18th July is observed as Nelson Mandela International Day. 
 UNESCO has listed Chandigarh's Capitol Complex and Sikkim's 

national park among its World Heritage Sites.  India now has 35 
sites.  

 India's first e-court has opened at High Court of Judicature at 
Hyderabad, which is the common high court for the states of 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.  

 Union Minister for Electronics & Information Technology Ravi 
Shankar Prasad launched a website 'Transforming India', a 
repository for real-time sharing of the impact of various 
governance initiatives with citizens. 

 The Government has released Rs 100 crore towards its co-
contribution for Atal Pension Yojana (APY) for 2015-16.  

 Vice President Hamid Ansari has unveiled a stone statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi at Pethub Monastery in the Mongolian capital. 

 Pema Khandu sworn in as the ninth Chief Minister of Arunachal 
Pradesh while Chowna Mein has sworn in as the Deputy Chief 
Minister.  

 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched a live 
interactive programme, titled 'TalkToAK', aimed at directly 
engaging with the Delhiites. 

 The Indian travel agency Yatra Online entered into a merger 
agreement with a Nasdaq-listed special purpose acquisition firm 
Terrapin 3 Acquisition Corp (TRTL).  

 The 11th edition of the Asia-Europe Meeting Summit (ASEM11) 
or ASEM2016 has issued Ulaanbaatar Declaration.   

 The fourth tranche of the Sovereign Gold Bonds scheme has 
opened for subscription.   

 Low-cost airline with pink and white themed Air Carnival has 
launched its operations with its maiden flight from Coimbatore 
to Chennai. 

 Dabur tied up with the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO's) unit Defense Institute of High Altitude 
Research (DIHAR), Leh, to promote sustainable cultivation of 
high-altitude medicinal plants in Ladakh.  

 Dipika Pallikal Karthik won the women's title in the 73rd Senior 
National Squash Championship in Mumbai. The men's crown 
was captured by the titleholder and top seed Saurav Ghosal. 

 Vijender Singh, the boxing star from India, has clinched the WBO 
Asia Pacific Super Middleweight title at the Thyagraj Stadium, 
New Delhi.  

 The government has allocated Rs 22,915 crore capital to meet 
the capitalization needs of 13 Public Sector Banks (PSBs) in the 
current fiscal. SBI got the highest. 

 Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has signed seven 
Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) with Indian 
taxpayers in a moving design to reduce tax litigation.  

 Parliament passes Regional Centre for Biotechnology Bill, 2016 
 Rs. 28,000 cr released under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
 Herbalife associates with IOA as nutrition partner sponsor of 

the Indian Olympic contingent to Rio De Janeiro. 
 Dabur acquires South African cosmetic firm Discaria Trading. 
 Tata STRIVE, an initiative of Tata Community Initiatives Trust, 

has launched its first Skill Development Centre (TSSDC) centre 
in Hyderabad. 

 NASA announces discovery of 104 new planets outside solar 
system. 

 SpaceX launched space station docking port. 
 An Odisha-born bureaucrat Guruprasad Mohapatra has been 

appointed the chairman of Airports Authority of India (AAI).  
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 Navjot Sidhu resigns as Rajya Sabha MP. 
 World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim has appointed Paul 

Romer as World Bank Chief Economist with effect from 
September 2016.  

 Turnbull sworn in as Australia’s PM. 
 Legendary singer Mubarak Begum Shaikh passes away. She was 

80 years old. 
 Wrist spinner Yasir Shah has scaled the number one spot in the 

ICC Test rankings becoming the first Pakistani bowler to do so 
since Mushtaq Ahmed in December 1996.  

 Rohit Khandelwal becomes first Indian to win Mr. World title 
 NITI Aayog and Intel India sign Statement of Intent (SOI) to start 

Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATL) Initiative for Young 
Innovators as a part of its flagship programme Atal Innovation 
Mission (AIM).  

 The Supreme Court (SC) accepted the major recommendations 
of the Lodha Committee on reforms to the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), including a bar on ministers and civil 
servants and those above 70 from becoming its members.  

 SBI launches Rs 7,000 crore stressed assets fund with 
Brookfield. 

 Paytm ties up with grocery retailer Heritage Fresh. 
 Russian PM suspends its sports minister. 
 Nigerian journalist Didi Akinyelure wins BBC World News 

Komla Dumor Award 2016. 
 Steve Elworthy appointed as the Managing Director of 2019 

World Cup to be held in England and Wales in 2019.  
 14-year old Indian boy Advay Ramesh won the mentioned prize 

for Asia-Pacific region in the Google Science Fair of 2016 for 
projecting to safeguard fishermen. 

 The Western Union appoints Sohini Rajola as new Vice-
President. 

 Sarvita Sethi appointed Coca-Cola VP-Finance for India and 
South West Asia. 

 Oldest litigant of of Babri Mosque Ram Janmbhumi dispute of 
Ayodhya dispute Mohammad Hashim Ansari passes away. 

 Noted Indian hockey player Mohammed Shahid has passed 
away in Gurgaon due to multiple organ failures. He was 56 years 
old.  

 Seven Indian companies have made it to the latest Fortune 500 
list of the world's biggest corporations in terms of revenue.  The 
list is topped by the retail giant Walmart.  

 India and Bangladesh has opened the newly constructed 
modern integrated check-post at Petrapole-Benapole point of 
the India-Bangladesh border in West Bengal.  

 Union Cabinet approved for the incorporation of Sagarmala 
Development Company (SDC) under the Companies Act, 2013 
with an initial authorized share capital of 1 thousand crore 
rupees. 

 Union Cabinet approved for introducing amendments to the 
Benami Transactions (Prohibition) (Amendment) Bill, 2015 in 
Parliament.  

 Cabinet approved for the signing of the Air Services Agreement 
between India and Mozambique. 

 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which has been signed 
between India and Tunisia for strengthening bilateral 
cooperation in the field of Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) and Digital Economy.  

 Union Cabinet approved the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed between India and the State Secretariat for 
Education, Research and Innovation of the Swiss Confederation 
for cooperation in skill development.  

 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved for 
the installation of Ghatampur Thermal Power Project of 1980 
Mega Watt capacity.  

 India and Japan have signed a Social Security Agreement (SSA) 
that will come into force on 1st October 2016.  

 Turkey's president has declared a three-month state of 
emergency following a failed coup.  

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) has announced the 
launch of National Electoral Roll Purification (NERP) 2016 
programme across the country. 

 Federal Bank has signed an agreement with Reliance Jio Money 
for one-click payment service. 

 Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has 
joined hands with the State Bank of India to chalk out a detailed 
plan for promotion of rail ticketing activities, including internet 
ticketing and unreserved ticketing system.  

 Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has commissioned the 
third unit of the 4x40 MW Teesta Low Dam Hydro Electric 
Project (HEP) Stage-IV in West Bengal.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation stone of 
All India Institute Of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and revival of 
fertilizer factory which was closed for the last three decades in 
Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh.  

 In Sustainable Development index, India has ranked 110 out of 
149 nations. The index is topped by the Sweden.  

 Centre has constituted a committee to prepare Draft Bill on 
Ganga to deal with all the issues related to the River.  The 
committee will be chaired by the retired Justice Giridhar 
Malviya.  

 A State green panel has given first-stage clearance to Orissa 
Integrated Power Ltd 
(OIPL) for diverting 17.02 
hectares of revenue forest 
land to set up a 4,000 MW 
UMPP in Sundargarh 
district in Odisha at a cost 
of Rs. 29,000 crore. 

 Kerala Tourism has secured 
two Gold Awards at the 
prestigious Pacific Asia 
Travel Association (PATA) 
awards in recognition of its 
trendsetting marketing 
initiatives.  

 The Odisha government has 
constituted a judicial 
commission to study the functioning of the Puri Jagannath 
Temple. It will be headed by retired Orissa High Court judge 
Bimal Prasad Das. 

 The Kerala State Government has constituted a State Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation (STAGI) on the lines of the 
National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI). 

 The Mother Teresa International Film Festival (MTIFF), a film 
festival focusing on Mother Teresa's life and teachings is going 
to be held at over 100 locations in India and around 50 other 
countries.  

 The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with National 
Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) to 
develop 12 sewage treatment plants (STP). 

 Corporation Bank has launched a new facility called ‘Green PIN’.  
 The Union Government has appointed Ajay Bhushan Pandey as 

the Chief Executive Officer of Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI). 

 Roger Ailes, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Fox News 
Channel has resigned from his post.  

 Former French cyclist Dominique Arnaud has passed away in 
Dax, Aquitaine, France due to cancer. He was 60 years old.  

 Sony Pictures Networks India has acquired the exclusive 
broadcast rights to telecast the 2016 edition of the International 
Champions Cup (football) in India. 
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 India has contributed USD 100,000 to a trust fund set up for 
victims of sexual exploitation and abuse by peacekeepers.  

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has inaugurated a host of 
passengers services and other amenities at the Yasvantpur 
station, one of the three railways stations that serve Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. 

 The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) has 
organized a day-long conference on Startup India in New Delhi 
with an aim to give impetus to start up India initiative.  

 ICICI Bank Ltd has organised a coin exchange mela during the 
'Rath Yatra' festival at the RBI financial literacy camp in 
Bholanath Vidyapith.  

 Karnataka Bank Ltd has 
initiated a programme to 
provide solar lights in the 
non-electrified houses of 
students in rural areas.  

 HDFC ERGO General 
Insurance Company and 
Shamrao Vithal Co-
operative (SVC) Bank have 
announced their 
bancassurance agency 
partnership to provide a 
range of non-life insurance 
offerings to the customers 
of the bank.  

 Online marketplace 
Snapdeal has announced 
its partnership with e-ticketing platform BookMyShow and 
extended its service offerings.  

 Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan has reformed the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee(JPC) for Land Acquisition Bill and 
appointed Ganesh Singh as the Chairperson of the Joint 
Committee of Parliament examining the Land Acquisition Bill.  

 Mumbai-headquartered, Axis Bank has stated that the Reserve 
Bank of India has granted approval for appointment of Sanjiv 
Misra as Additional Director and the Non-Executive (Part-Time) 
Chairman of the bank.  

 Eminent Journalist and Doordarshan News Correspondent in 
Hyderabad, Sanjiv Thomas has passed away. He was 59 years 
old. 

 Modern Indian artist S H Raza has passed away following a 
prolonged illness. 

 American hurdler, Keni Harrison broke a 28-year-old world 
record in the 100m hurdles, clocking 12.20 seconds at the 
London Anniversary Games.  

 India test team captain Virat Kohli has become the first Indian 
captain to score a double century outside India. 

 Kerala Government has launched Kochi Water Metro project, 
the first ever Water Metro project of the country. It was 
launched by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at Kochi, 
Kerala.  

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, along 
with Union Ministers Kalraj Mishra and Venkaiah Naidu have 
laid the foundation stone for a Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises technology centre under Technology 
Centre Systems Programme (TCSP) at Pudi in Visakhapatnam 
district.  

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has inaugurated 114-km long 
Rameswaram-Mana Madurai route as the country's first green 
rail corridor with zero toilet discharge section. 

 A three-day meeting between Border Security Force (BSF) and 
Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has begun in Agartala to sort 
out problems along the border.  

 A motorcycle rally named Ride for Accessibility was organized 
in the national capital with a message to empower differently 
abled persons, Divyangs. 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has launched a 
pilot project of e-complaint system on an experimental basis in 
Pune.   

 National Stock Exchange (NSE) appointed three new public 
interest directors who are as follows: Mohandas Pai, Naved 
Masood and Dinesh Kanabar. 

 Renowned Music Director and singer Bappi Lahiri and Critically-
acclaimed filmmaker Goutam Ghose have been honoured with 
'Mahanayak award' by the West Bengal Chief Minister Mamta 
Banerjee.  

 India’s Neeraj Chopra has won the javelin gold at the IAAF 
World under-20 athletics championship in Poland, setting a 
world record of 86.48m.  

 China has unveiled AG600, the world's largest aircraft which can 
land on both water and land and used to fight forest fires and 
perform marine rescues.  

 The Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned 25 projects under the 
Swadesh Darshan scheme worth Rs. 2048 Crore. 

 The Ministry of Science and Technology has come up with a 
'Solar Power Tree', an innovative way to generate electricity 
using solar power in a limited space.  

 The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs. 5 crore 
on Bank of Baroda in the alleged rs. 6,000 crore forex related 
irregularities that were observed in October last year.  

 ICICI Bank and Axis Bank are the first Indian banks to sign up 
for Swift’s global payments innovation initiative.  

 Software services major Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has 
been ranked as the top employer in the Indian IT industry by 
the representative body Nasscom.  

 Online classifieds platform Quikr has acquired Bengaluru-based 
online recruitment firm Hiree for an undisclosed amount.  

 Nepal's Prime Minister, Khadga Prasad Oli has resigned from his 
office. He resigned ahead of a no-confidence vote. 

 Kolkata-based diversified conglomerate ITC Ltd has named 
Sanjiv Puri as Chief Operating Officer of the company. 

 Ricoh India has stated that its Chairman and Director Tetsuya 
Takano has resigned from the company. 

 Renowned violinist Avasarala Kanyakumari from south India 
was selected for the prestigious 2016 Sangita Kalanidhi Award.  

 Swedish mobile telecoms maker Ericsson's Chief Executive 
Officer Hans Vestberg has resigned from his post with 
immediate effect.  

 Formula one driver Lewis Hamilton (British Formula One racing 
driver from England) has won the Hungarian Grand Prix to top 
the drivers’ championship table for the first time this season.  

 Promising Indian shooter Manavaditya Rathore has won the 
trap bronze medal in the Champion of Champions match at the 
Junior World Cup in Porpetto, Italy.  

 The 2016 Swiss Open Gstaad, a men's tennis tournament played 
on outdoor clay courts has won by the Spain player Feliciano 
Lopez. 

 


