
 

 

 

 

UIIC AO ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRACTICE SET 

Directions (101-110): Read the passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain words/ 
phrases are given in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some of the questions.  

The initial plan to interlink India’s rivers came in 
1858 from a British irrigation engineer, Sir Arthur 
Thomas Cotton. Since late last year, the scheme has been 
implemented by the Central government in several 
segments such as the Godavari-Krishna interlink in 
Andhra Pradesh, and the Ken-Betwa interlink in Madhya 
Pradesh. The evidence on the benefits of the interlinking 
scheme is mixed. On the one hand the project is built on 
hopes that it will boost per capita water availability for 
220mn water-hungry Indians. The scheme also envisions 
an area more than twice the size of Andhra Pradesh 
receiving additional water for irrigation and to eventually 
even out the precarious swings between floods and 
droughts. Yet even as the project moves forward it must 
consider the risks at hand, which include the possibility 
that it could displace nearly 1.5 million people due to the 
submergence of 27.66 lakh hectares of land; and 
concerns surrounding escalating cost projections, which 
have reportedly jumped to something closer to Rs. 11 lakh 
crore.  

For most of March and April, Thursdays are dismal 
news days for India’s Central Water Commission (CWC), 
the nodal body responsible for commissioning dams and 
major water-storage bodies, and monitoring their health. 
On that day they make public the state of water storage in 
India’s principal reservoirs and the general news has been 
that water has plummeted to historic lows, both in terms 
of the corresponding period of last year and also 
compared to the average storage of last ten years during 
the corresponding period. 

Their view of river basins is not very different. For the 
purposes of monitoring, the CWC divides India’s rivers 
into 12 major basins. The largest of them – the Ganga 
basin – is not the worst case. The CWC figures for April 28 
show storage to be 7.8 BCM. While that may be less than 
the 10.6 BCM storage at the same time last year it is 22.8 
per cent more than the decadal average of 6.35 BCM. 
However the numbers for the Indus basin and the Krishna 
basins are far from inspiring. The Indus this year is 35 per 
cent and the Krishna 67 per cent less than their 10-year 
normal. The most updated estimates of per capita water 
availability in India’s river basins show stark inequality. 
The Brahmaputra basin, for instance, can annually 

support nearly 13000 cubic metres per person, whereas 
the Mahi has a scarce 260 cubic metres per person. 

This well-known inequality in distribution is the 
reason why engineers at the CWC and India’s water 
resources ministry have urged for the diverting water 
from the Ganga basin, which floods even in drought years 
as it did in Assam this year, through a complex of canals 
and medium-sized storages into less-endowed 
rivers.“Storage provides you flexibility in the uses of 
water. Dams are required but whether they must be big or 
small is something that must be decided based on the 
region they are located,” said G.S. Jha, the Chief of the 
CWC, in an interview. 

Being able to successfully transfer water through the 
interlinking of rivers will mean 35 million hectares of 
irrigation, raising the ultimate irrigation potential from 
140 million hectare to 175 million hectare and generation 
of 34000 megawatt of power, apart from the incidental 
benefits of flood control, navigation, water supply, 
fisheries, salinity and pollution control, according to the 
Central government. 

Yet not all are convinced of the feasibility and 
benefits of the proposal. Water Resources Minister Uma 
Bharti argues that river interlinking will cost the 
government about Rs. 10 trillion and the spate of projects 
that involve connecting 14 for Himalayan rivers and 16 in 
peninsular India implies that 15,000 km of new canals 
will have to be added to relocate 174 BCM of water. Apart 
from the massive displacement of people that such 
projects will bring about, says activist Himanshu Thakkar, 
they also threaten to obstruct the natural ecology of 
rivers.Former Planning Commission member, Mihir Shah 
noted in a critique of India’s river-interlinking projects in 
the Economic and Political Weekly that in the Krishna 
river basin water storage in major and medium reservoirs 
has reached total water yield with virtually no water 
going into the sea in low rainfall years. 
101. Which of the following statement(s) according to 

author is/are peril(s) of linking water? 
i. India’s river basins show stark inequality. The 
Brahmaputra basin, for instance, can annually 
support nearly 13000 cubic metres per person, 
whereas the Mahi has a scarce 260 cubic metres per 
person. 
ii. There is a possibility that it could displace nearly 
1.5 million people due to the submergence of 27.66 
lakh hectares of land. 



 

 

iii. Escalating cost projections, which have reportedly 
jumped to something closer to Rs. 11 lakh crore.  
a) Both (i) and (ii). 
b) Both (i) and (iii). 
c) Only (i). 
d) Both (ii) and (iii). 
e) All of these. 

102. Why Thursdays are dismal days? 
a) As there are no water supply on Thursdays. 
b) As CWC figures are not available on that day 
making people anxious. 
c) As they get updated on estimates of per capita 
water availability in Indian river basins. 
d) On this day they make the state of water storage 
in India’s principal reservoirs public and the general 
news has been that water has plummeted to historic 
lows. 
e) As the news of no rainfall is generally provided to 
people. 

103. What is author’s writing style in this passage? 
a) Narrative 
b) Descriptive 
c) Analytical 
d) Critical 
e) Argumentative 

104. What can be the most suitable title for the passage? 
a) Inter-basin inequality 
b) Perils of linking rivers 
c) India’s principal reservoirs and their linking. 
d) Interlinking of rivers: an idea with flaws 
e) India’s river basins and flaws of diverting it. 

105. Which of the following statement is false regarding 
the interlinking of the rivers? 
a) It could displace nearly 1.5 million people due to 
the submergence of 27.66 lakh hectares of land. 
b) Interlinking of rivers will help in controlling 
pollution and will improve its salinity. 
c) Interlinking of rivers is also very good for the 
natural ecology of the rivers. 
d) It will boost per capita water availability for 
220mn water-hungry Indians. 
e) None of these. 

106. How interlinking of water have threatened to 
obstruct the natural ecology of rivers? 
a) As it causes India’s river basins to show stark 
inequality. 
b) It doesn’t it is just a misconception as interlinking 
of water is good for ecology of water. 
c) As it could displace nearly 1.5 million people due 
to the submergence of 27.66 lakh hectares of land. 
d) River basin water storage in major and medium 
reservoirs has reached total water yield with 
virtually no water going into the sea in low rainfall 
years. 
e) As it causes floods even in drought years as it did 
in Assam this year. 

Directions (107-108): Choose the word/group of words 
which is MOST SIMILAR in meaning to the word/ group 
of words printed in bold as used in the passage.  
107. PRECARIOUS 

a) Firmness 
b) Soundness 
c) Substantial 
d) Certain 
e) Unsteadiness 

108. SUBMERGENCE 
a) Underwhelm 
b) Float 
c) Grow 
d) Conceal 
e) Ascend 

Directions (109-110): Choose the word/group of words 
which is MOST OPPOSITE in meaning of the word/ group 
of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 
109. FEASIBILITY 

a) Practical 
b) Realizable 
c) Improbable 
d) Conceivable 
e) Plausible 

110. SPATE 
a) Alluvion 
b) Drought 
c) Outbreak 
d) Cluster 
e) Flurry 

 
Directions (111-120): Read the passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain words/ 
phrases are given in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some of the questions.  

India’s maritime diplomacy is most often associated 
with its naval outreach to East Asia. With an increase in 
naval ship visits to South East Asia in recent years, and 
attendant media speculation over New Delhi’s 
supposed Pacific ambitions, the impression has been 
created that East Asia remains the ultimate destination of 
the Idiann Navy’s diplomatic endeavours. By contrast, 
New Delhi’s nautical diplomacy in the Indian Ocean has 
seemed relatively modest. Despite its considerable 
contribution to sea-lanes security and counter-piracy 
operations off the coast of Somalia, in the popular 
imagination, the Indian Navy’s security efforts in the 
Indian Ocean region have remained confined to the level 
of constabulary and benign presence. 

Developments in the past few months, however, have 
shown that India’s attention remains squarely focused on 
the Indian Ocean. Since February this year, when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi visited Sri Lanka, Seychelles and 
Mauritius, making it clear the Indian Ocean littorals 
remained India’s top priority, New Delhi has actively 
nurtured relationships with its maritime neighbours. 



 

 

Having improved the texture of its diplomatic ties, India 
has also sought to undertake joint developmental projects 
and strengthen a maritime security trilateral with Sri 
Lanka and Maldives through the inclusion of Seychelles. 

New Delhi’s maritime diplomatic efforts haven’t 
remained limited to the cultivation of political 
relationships. In April this year, the Indian Navy scored 
one of its biggest diplomatic successes when it evacuated 
over 4000 Indians and 900 foreign nationals from war‐
torn Yemen. Operation Rahat was seen as a credible 
illustration of the India’s maritime peacekeeping and 
benign potential, more so because it was conducted amid 
an active conflict, amidst an unfolding humanitarian 
catastrophe. 

The most significant dimension of India’s Indian 
Ocean diplomacy, however, has been the outreach to Arab 
Gulf states, where the Indian Navy has embarked on 
program of sustained capacity building and security 
collaboration. Earlier this month, four Indian Naval ships 
– Trishul, Tabar, Deepak and Delhi – departed on a month-
long deployment to the Arabian Gulf. After a three-day 
stopover at Dubai (UAE) the ships branched out into two 
groups. INS Delhi and INS Trishul proceeded to Al-
Jubail (Saudi Arabia) and Doha (Qatar) where they 
engaged in coordinated drills with host navies. 
Meanwhile, INS Tabar and INS Deepak reached Doha after 
a brief visit to Kuwait, whereupon the combined 
contingent of four ships proceeded to Muscat for a final 
stop-over before returning to Mumbai. 

It is a little known fact that the Indian Navy’s 
Western outreach predates its diplomatic turn to the East. 
Since 2008, the Indian Navy has been partnering regional 
maritime forces in anti-piracy duties, providing critical 
support and training to Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
navies. Through defence cooperation memorandums and 
joint committees on defence cooperation, it has 
substantially enhanced its operational synergy with Arab 
Gulf navies – many of them members of the Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS), an initiative pioneered by the 
Indian Navy. 

The naval engagement with Oman has been most 
notable. While India and Oman entered into a “strategic 
partnership” in 2008, naval cooperation has been on since 
1993 in the form of a biennial exercise, Naseem Al-Bahr. 
India has provided naval training and hydrographic 
support to Oman, while Omani ships have been regular 
visitors at Indian ports. More significantly, Oman has 
played a key role in sustaining India’s security efforts in 
the Gulf of Aden by offering berthing and replenishment 
facilities to Indian naval ships, and hosting a crucial 
Indian listening post in the Western Indian Ocean. With a 
new super-port project at Duqm nearing completion, 
Oman is poised to transform the maritime geopolitics of 
the Arabian Sea. An appreciation of its strategic potential 
has led New Delhi to cultivate stronger maritime ties with 
Muscat. 

Importantly for India, the ongoing engagement with 
Arab navies hasn’t been to the exclusion of a maritime 
relationship with Iran. A week prior to the ongoing tour of 
GCC countries, two Indian naval ships, Betwa and Beas, 
visited Bandar-e-Abbas. The Iranian Navy, which has long 
suffered from a “siege” mindset in the Arabian Gulf, is in 
the throes of a radical psychological transformation. 
Having acquired critical war-fighting capabilities, it has 
been gaining the confidence of a regional maritime power. 
Emboldened by their county’s recent nuclear deal with 
the West, the Iranian naval leadership has also been on 
the look-out for new partners to support its naval agenda 
of establishing control over the Western approaches to 
the Arabian Gulf. India offers the most potential for such a 
partnership. 

For maritime watchers, India’s Arabian Gulf 
maritime strategy seems driven by two essential 
considerations. The waterways of the Northern Indian 
Ocean are among the most important in the world, 
facilitating the export of large volumes of goods, oil and 
natural gas. India is a principal beneficiary of the trade 
and energy flows through the West Asian littorals. The 
Middle East is also home to nearly 7 million Indians, 
whose remittances contribute significantly to India’s 
economy. The sheer weight of market interaction and 
commercial exchanges with the Arab Gulf region amplifies 
its political significant, creating an urgent need for a 
greater Indian naval presence in the region. 

The more determinative factor is the preservation of 
India’s strategic stakes in the Indian Ocean. With China 
continuing to make military inroads, the past few years 
have witnessed a shrinking of Indian geopolitical 
influence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Reports of a 
new Chinese naval base in Djibouti, growing submarine 
visits, and a spurt in Beijing’s maritime military activities 
in the Western Indian Ocean have created concern among 
India’s security establishment. The nature of the recent 
submarine forays by the People’s Liberation Army Navy 
suggests an aspiration for a standing security presence in 
the IOR.  For the Indian Navy, therefore, interaction with 
Gulf navies is a strategic measure aimed at retaining 
Indian influence in the IOR. 

India’s “Look West” diplomacy, however, is not all 
about Indian interests. The tour by Indian naval ships to 
the region came only a few days after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to Abu Dhabi, the first by an Indian 
premier in 30 years. As India and the UAE announced a 
strategic partnership, many of the themes reflected upon 
in their joint statement were an expression of India’s 
solidarity with the UAE (and more broadly Arab Gulf 
states). Prominent among these were human security, 
counter-terrorism, and regional defence. But the GCC’s 
central concern still remains the security of energy 
shipments through regional chokepoints. With political 
tensions heightening the vulnerability of the Gulf’s vital 
waterways, the joint statement affirmed India’s 



 

 

commitment to strengthening maritime security in the 
Northern Indian Ocean. 

The Indian Navy’s burgeoning ties with Arab Gulf 
navies demonstrate the utility of maritime power as a 
foreign policy tool. New Delhi’s Indian Ocean diplomacy 
has shown that the political role of sea power remains as 
important as its wartime uses. While “hard-power” 
projection remains effective, the modern exercise of “soft 
power” through “hardware” has no credible substitute. 
Through its Arabian Gulf initiatives, the Indian Navy has 
positioned itself as a reliable and supportive partner, 
forged lasting relationships, and helped shape the Indian 
Ocean’s strategic environment. 

More importantly, the Indian Navy has successfully 
created a durable template of maritime relations in the 
Western Indian Ocean. Its reassuring presence has 
validated India’s capacity to protect Indian and regional 
interests, and provided evidence of a productive and 
dynamic maritime vision. In many ways, India’s “Look-
West” maritime diplomacy has been critical in 
rebalancing the Indian Ocean’s emerging strategic 
narrative from “political contestation” to “collaborative 
development.” 
111. Which of the following is most significant reason why 

New Delhi needs to cultivate stronger maritime ties 
with Muscat? 
a) As Indian Navy needs to create durable template 
of maritime relations in the Western Indian Ocean. 
b) As Indian Navy needs to position itself as a 
reliable and supportive partner, forged lasting 
relationships, and helped shape the Indian Ocean’s 
strategic environment. 
c) As China continues to make military inroads and 
Oman can help us in combating it. 
d) As Muscat hosts a crucial Indian listening post in 
the Western Indian Ocean. 
e) None of these. 

112. Which of the following is the main reason for needing 
a standing security presence in the IOR? 
a) As there is a need for berthing and replenishment 
facilities to Indian naval ships, and hosting a crucial 
Indian listening post in the Western Indian Ocean. 
b) As India’s ongoing engagement with Arab navies 
has been exclusive of the maritime relationship with 
Iran. 
c) As China continues to make military inroads and 
the past few years have witnessed a shrinking of 
Indian geopolitical influence in the Indian Ocean 
Region. 
d) As Indian Navy’s security efforts in the Indian 
Ocean region have remained confined to the level of 
constabulary and benign presence. 
e) All of these. 

113. Which of the following example best describes 
India’s maritime peacekeeping and benign potential? 

a) The most significant dimension of India’s Indian 
Ocean diplomacy, however, has been the outreach to 
Arab Gulf states, where the Indian Navy has 
embarked on program of sustained capacity building 
and security collaboration. 
b) India is providing support to Iran’s naval agenda. 
c) India expressed solidarity with UAE after issuing 
a joint statement to combat human security, counter-
terrorism, and regional defence. 
d) Operation Rahat which helped in evacuating over 
4000 Indians and 900 foreign nationals from war‐
torn Yemen. 
e) None of these. 

114. Which of the following can be the most suitable title 
for the passage? 
a) India’s Arabian interests. 
b) India’s relationship with its maritime neighbours. 
c) Need to strengthen maritime security. 
d) India’s influence in IOR. 
e) India’s ‘Look West’ Maritime Diplomacy. 

115. Which of the following development has shown 
India’s attention remains squarely focused on India 

Ocean? 

a) Operation Rahat was seen as a credible 
illustration of the India’s maritime peacekeeping and 
benign potential, more so because it was conducted 
amid an active conflict, amidst an unfolding 
humanitarian catastrophe. 
b) The Indian Navy has successfully created a 
durable template of maritime relations in the 
Western Indian Ocean. 
c) India’s outreach to Arab Gulf states, where the 
Indian Navy has embarked on program of sustained 
capacity building and security collaboration. 
d) Prime Minister’s visit to Sri Lanka, Seychelles and 
Mauritius, making it clear the Indian Ocean littorals 
remained India’s top priority. 
e) The Indian Navy’s burgeoning ties with Arab Gulf 
navies demonstrate the utility of maritime power as 
a foreign policy tool 

116. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true 
regarding the author’s urge for greater Indian naval 
presence in the Middle East? 

i. New Chinese naval base in Djibouti, growing 
submarine visits, and a spurt in Beijing’s maritime 
military activities in the Western Indian Ocean have 
created concern among India’s security 
establishment. 

ii. As it is home to millions of Indians, whose 
remittances contribute significantly to India’s 
economy. 

iii. The sheer weight of market interaction and 
commercial exchanges with the Arab Gulf region. 
a) Only (i). 
b) Both (ii) and (iii). 
c) Only (iii). 



 

 

d) Only (ii). 
e) All of these. 

Directions (117-118): Choose the word/group of words 
which is MOST SIMILAR in meaning to the word/ group 
of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 
117. ENDEAVOURS 

a) Idleness 
b) Passivity 
c) Inactivity 
d) Peace 
e) Aspire 

118. CONSTABULARY 
a) Cop 
b) Criminal 
c) Unfavourable 
d) Harsh 
e) Malignant. 

Directions (119-120): Choose the word/group of words 
which is MOST OPPOSITE  in meaning to the word/ 
group of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 
119. BURGEONING 

a) Proliferate 
b) Contract 
c) Escalate 
d) Swell 
e) Luxuriate. 

120. CONTESTATION 
a) Argument 
b) Disagreement. 
c) Contention 
d) Rivalry 
e) Accord. 

Directions (121-125): Rearrange the following six 
sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper 
sequence to form a meaningful paragraph and then 
answer the questions given below.  
A. Even a limb severed in an accident can now be stitched 

back by doctors under certain conditions using modern 
techniques. 

B.  A stroke victim can be saved if he or she is rushed to a 
good hospital within the golden hour. 

C. But at the same time, there is a very different aspect of 
modern medical practice 

D. Modern medicine has advanced a lot — which is indeed a 
boon to humanity.  

E. That is seen to be manifesting itself increasingly. 
F. One who suffers a heart attack can lead a normal life with 

the help of a bypass surgery or angioplasty 
121. Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence 

after rearrangement? 
(a) A  
(b) B   
(c) C   
(d) D   
(e) F 

122. Which of the following should be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement? 

(a) A  
(b) B   
(c) C   
(d) D   
(e) F 

123. Which of the following should be the THIRD 
sentence after rearrangement? 

          (a) A   
(b) B   
(c) C   
(d) D   
(e) F 

124. Which of the following should be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement? 

          (a) A  
(b) B   
(c) C   
(d) D   
(e) E 

125. Which of the following should be the SIXTH (last) 
sentence after rearrangement? 

          (a) A  
(b) B   
(c) C   
(d) D   
(e) E 

Directions (126-130): Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is any grammatical or idiomatic error in it. 
The error, if any, will be in one part of the sentence. The 
number of that part is the answer. If there is 'No error', 
the answer is e). (Ignore errors of punctuation, if any.)  
126. District police arrested (a)/a gang of notorious 

robbers, (b)/who were planning to strike at (c)/a 
house in the vicinity. (d)/No error(e) 

127. Households across the state are either opting for 
(a)/a more modest lifestyle or compromising on 
(b)/the nutritional value of their food in efforts to 
negate (c)/the price rise of essential commodities, 
cereals, vegetable and fruits. (d)/No error (e)   

128. While undergoing a (a)/strenuous workout (b)/he 
suffered a massive heart attack (c)/but luckily 
survival.(d)/ No error(e) 

129. People express their expectations (a)/that their 
leaders should not (b)/resorting to (c)/corrupt 
practices and nepotism.(d)/No error(e) 

130. We as the editors of (a)/a popular magazine would 
like to (b)/know what are other topics most (c)/ on 
people’s minds. (d)/No error (e) 

Directions (131-140): In the following passage, some of 
the words have been left out, each of which is indicated by 
a number. Find the suitable word from the options given 
against each number and fill up the blanks with 
appropriate words to make the paragraph meaningful 
The food we eat seems to have profound ___(131)___ on 
our health. Although science has made enormous 
___(132)___ in making food more fit to eat, it has, at the 



 

 

same time, made many food unfit to eat. Some research 
has shown that perhaps 80% of all human illnesses are 
related to diet and 40% of cancer is related to the diet as 
___(133)___, especially cancer of the colon. Different 
cultures are more prone to ___(134)___ certain illnesses 
because of the food that is characteristic in these cultures. 
___(135)___ food related to illness is not a new discovery. 
In 1945, government researchers realized that nitrates 
and nitrites, commonly used to preserve color in meats, 
and other food additives, caused cancer. Yet, these 
carcinogenic additives remain in our food, and it becomes 
more difficult all the times to know which things on the 
packaging labels of processed food are helpful or harmful. 
The additives, which we eat, are not all so direct. Farmers 
often give penicillin to beef or poultry, and because of this, 
penicillin has been found in the milk of treated cows. 
Sometimes similar drugs are ___(136)___ to animals not for 
medicinal ___(137)___ but for financial ___(138)___. The 
farmers are simply trying to fatten the animals in order to 
___(139)___ a higher price on the market. Although the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has tried repeatedly 
to control these procedures, the ___(140)___ continue. 
131. (a) Effects  

(b) Importance  
(c) Significance  
(d) Motion  
(e) Interest 

132. (a) Steps  
(b) Jumps  
(c) Lapses  
(d) Laps       
(e) Stride 

133. (a) Such   
(b) So   
(c) That   
(d) Well       
(e) Always 

134. (a) Set   
(b) Contract  
(c) Attract  
(d) Retract  
(e) Show 

135. (a) What  
(b) This   
(c) Such   
(d) That       
(e) One 

136. (a) Doled out  
(b) Administered 
(c) Extended  
(d) Cast        
(e) Related 

137. (a) Purposes  
(b) Objects  
(c) Incentives  
(d) Points    

(e) intention 
138. (a) Reasons           

(b) Clues  
(c) Promts  
(d) Tenets   
(e) Inclusion 

139. (a) Pass   
(b) Conquer  
(c) Seize   
(d) Obtain   
(e) Maintain 

140. (a) Operations  
(b)Practices  
(c) Questions  
(d) Issues    
(e) Methods 


