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SBI CLERK MAINS ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRACTICE SET 1
 

Directions (101-110): Read the passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases are given in bold to help you locate them 
while answering some of the questions.  

The Expert Committee formed under the 
supervision of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Deputy 
Governor, Urjit Patel, released their report to revise and 
strengthen the monetary policy framework, earlier this 
year. Since then, the report has been heavily discussed 
and debated in academic and policy circles. It 
recommends a fundamental change in the way monetary 
policy is conducted in India. The one recommendation 
that has been the main talking point so far is the 
adoption of a flexible inflation target. Here we attempt to 
analyse this particular recommendation of the 
committee against the backdrop of the current Indian 
economic scenario.  

Monetary policy in independent India has evolved 
substantially over the past several decades. India 
adopted widespread liberalisation, privatisation, and 
deregulation reforms in the early 1990s. During the post-
liberalisation period running up to the present time, the 
RBI has been following a multiple-indicator approach for 
executing monetary policy. In this approach, information 
is gathered on various macroeconomic indicators such as 
output, trade, credit, inflation rate, exchange rate, capital 
flows etc. Thereafter, monetary policy is designed to 
fulfil the multiple objectives of increasing employment, 
closing the gap with potential output, moderating 
inflation, stabilising exchange rate and so on.  

This kind of multiple-indicator approach, however, 
lacks a nominal anchor or a specific target per se and 
hence it may be argued that it is less likely to be effective 
in achieving all the objectives at the same time. Such an 
approach makes the monetary policy highly 
discretionary and runs the risk of sending confusing 
signals to market participants as well as corporations.  

In India, the multiple-indicator approach of the 
monetary policy worked relatively well, especially 
between the late 1990s and late 2000s when Indian GDP 
was growing at a healthy and robust rate of close to 10 
per cent or more, and inflation (measured by the 
wholesale price index or WPI) was moderate at around 
5-6 per cent. This was also the time when all was 
apparently well in the global economy, which was going 
through a phase of relatively low output volatility.  
101. Which of the following statements is contrary to the 

facts mentioned in the given passage?  
(a) The Urjit Patel committee report has expressed 
resentment with the way monetary policy is 
conducted in India.  

(b) India's economy experienced a much better GDP 
growth rate between the late 1990s and late 2000s. 
(c) A lot of monetary policy changes have taken 
place in post-independent India.  
(d) Between the late 1990s and the late 2000s, 
contrary to India, the global economy was passing 
through a phase of financial crisis.  
(e) All the above  

102. Why was the Urjit Patel committee set up? Reply in 
the context of the passage.  
(a) The Urjit Patel Committee was set up to provide 
expert opinion on how to cut rates to strengthen the 
economy.  
(b) The Urjit Patel committee was set up to receive 
suggestions for issuing banking licences to private 
players.  
(c) The Urjit Patel Committee report was set up to 
provide expert opinion on how to contain inflation 
in a short time.  
(d) The Urjit Patel Committee was set up to suggest 
steps to restructure the monetary policy to 
strengthen the economy.  
(e) None of these  

103. What is the meaning of the phrase 'flexible inflation 
target' as used in the given passage?  
(a) Flexible inflation target means to calculate core 
inflation on the basis of variable CPI for certain 
goods and services.  
(b) Flexible inflation target means the policy rate 
set up by the central bank so as to stablilise inflation 
around the targeted rate and also stabilise the real 
economy.  
(c) Flexible inflation target means the target set by 
the central bank by which it tries to bring inflation 
back to the targeted rate after a deviation.  
(d) Flexible inflation target is a forecast published 
by the RBI in respect of the policy rate and inflation 
for bringing real economic stability.  
(e) None of these  

104. Which of the following is not true on the basis of the 
given passage?  
(A) The economic growth pick-up in India began a 
full decade prior to the liberalising reforms in the 
1990s.  
(B) The current monetary policy is based on the 
information collected about many different 
macroeconomic indicators.  
(C) Monetary policy is designed to collect a huge 
amount of revenue to meet various gove 
expenditures. 
(a) Only (A) and (B)  (b) Only (B) and (C)  
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(c) Only (A) and (C)  
(d) Only (B)   (e) Only (A)  

105. What is/are the reasons for criticism against 
multiple-indicator approach?  
(A) Multiple-indicator approach is based on the 
information about many indicators.  
(B) Multiple-indicator approach has very little 
chance of achieving all the fixed goals.  
(C) Multiple-indicator approach is likely to send 
confounding signals to stakeholders.  
(a) Only (A) and (B)  (b) Only (A) and (C)   
(c) Only (B) and (C)  
(d) Only (B)   (e) All (A), (B) and (C)  

Directions (106-108): Choose the word/group of words 
which is MOST SIMILAR in meaning to the word/group 
of words printed in bold as used in the passage.  
106. Per se  

(a) by word  (b) mentioned (c) as such  
(d) accordingly  (e) together  

107. Volatility 
 (a) dryness  (b) effervescence  (c) levity  
(d) insecurity  (e) instability  

108. Backdrop  
(a) framework  (b) circumstances   
(c) credentials  (d) drawbacks  (e) tradition  

Directions (109-110): Choose the word/group of words 
which is MOST OPPOSITE in meaning of the word/group 
of words printed in bold as used in the passage.  
109. Moderating  

(a) rising   (b) subsiding  (c) allaying  
(d) easing off  (e) lessening  

110. Discretionary  
(a) elective  (b) facultative    
(c) open to choice  (d) restricted  (e) optional 

Directions (111-115): Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is any grammatical or idiomatic error in it. 
The error, if any, will be in one part of the sentence. The 
number of that part is the answer. If there is 'No error', 
the answer is (e). (Ignore errors of punctuation, if any.)  
111. (a) In fact, the human civilisation is / (b) the history 

of man's growth / (c) control over / (d) the sources 
of energy. / (e) No error  

112. (a) We all know that steam engine / (b) marks an 
epochal change in the production capacity / (c) and 
thus the beginning / (d) of modern capitalist world. 
/ (e) No error  

113. (a) United States of America has not blacklisted 
India as a priority foreign country / (b) in its report 
on the intellectual property regime / (c) of trading 
partner despite strong demands / (d) from its 
pharmaceutical companies. / (e) No error  

114. (a) In Beijing recently, smog had become / (b) so 
thick that virtual sunrise / (c) was arranged on 
huge TV screens / (d) across the city. / (e) No error  

115. (a) It is said that Prometheus gave the power / (b) 
over fire to man after creating him / (c) from water 
and earth because he had become fond of men / (d) 

than the king of gods, Zeus, had anticipated. / (e) No 
error. 

Directions (116-120): Each question below has two 
blanks, each blank indicating that something has been 
omitted. Find out which option can be used to fill up the 
blank in the sentence in the same sequence to make it 
meaningfully complete.  
116. Indian policy makers have a difficult task of _______  

Indian economy ____________ a higher growth. 
(a) recoiling, on   (b) reviving, across   
(c) recuperating, about  
(d) backfiring, for   (e) rebounding, along 

117. The industrial, agricultural, commercial and public 
services ______ a significant proportion of electricity 
for ________ their demand for final energy.  
(a) exhaust, accomplishing   
(b) consume, meeting  (c) utilise, conforming 
(d) expend, completing  (e) absorb, meeting  

118. The ________________ of three pillars of sustainable 
development in public policies in a balanced 
measure is a difficult _______________.  
(a) collection, duty  (b) association, function  
(c) integration, exercise 
(d) combination, undertaking  (e) group, act  

119. Apart from reviewing the party's _________________ 
showing, _______________ would be fixed on those who 
worked against the party's interest.  
(a) dismal, accountability    
(b) formal, responsibility   
(c) outstanding, culpability  
(d) national, reasons    
(e) brilliant, answerability  

120. The regulatory agencies must be knowledge-based, 
______________, independent and ______________ for their 
actions to Parliament.  
(a) clear, culpable   (b) functional, obliged   
(c) active, innocent 
 (d) transparent, accountable   
(e) questionable, unreliable  

Directions (121-125): Rearrange the following six 
sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper 
sequence to form a meaningful paragraph and then 
answer the questions given below.  
(A) Everybody cannot do well on the index.  
(B)  This is the logic of a development index.  
(C)  The index is not based on a priori views about 

whether a particular state is less developed or not.  
(D) It is equally important to note that the index and, 

therefore, the allocation of funds are relative.  
(E)  For this reason, some states that are ranked higher 

on the development scale would receive less funds 
than a lower-ranked state.  

(F)  There has been insufficient appreciation that the 
composite development index is transparent and 
based on official verifiable data.  

121. Which of the following would be the FIRST 
sentence after rearrangement?  
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(a) A  (b) B  (c) F  (d) C  (e) E  
122. Which of the following would be the THIRD 

sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) D  (b) A  (c) E  (d) B  (e) C  

123. Which of the following would be the LAST (SIXTH) 
sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) E  (b) C  (c) D (d) F  (e)B  

124. Which of the following would be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) C  (b) A  (c) B  (d) E  (e) D  

125.  Which of the following would be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) F (b) D  (c) A  (d) C  (e) E 

Directions (126-130): Which of the phrases (a), (b), (c) 
and (d) given below each statement should replace the 
phrase printed in bold in the sentence to make it 
grammatically correct? If the sentence is correct as it is 
given and 'No correction' is required mark (e) as the 
answer.  
126. India since independence has made a significant 

progress in rural development with an integrated 
approach to improve the quality for life of the 
rural poor and by ensuring equity and effective 
people's participation.  
(a) to improved quality of life   
(b) to life for improving the quality  
(c) towards improving the quality of life   
(d) of life to improve the quality of  
(e) No correction required  

127. It is the implementation of integrated Rural 
Development (IRD) programme that is posing most 
formidable managerial challenges when financial 
and even material inputs are not serious 
constraints. 
(a) when financial or material    
(b) when financial, material and even  
(c) when even financial or material   
(d) even when financial and material  
(e) No correction required  

128. Expanding coverage to a large number of Indians is 
a desirable policy goal with the potential of 
improving health and lowering financial 
hardships faced by millions of Indians.  
(a) of improving health and lowered   
(b) of improved health and lower  
(c) of improved health by lowering   
(d) of improving health or lowered  
(e) No correction required  

129. A person qualified enough to be a secondary school 
teacher is most likely to look after other full-time 
employment, and it naturally follows that the 
teacher shortage is the worst at the college level.  
(a) most likely to look into  
(b) more likely to look for   
(c) unlikely to look out  
(d) much likely to look at   
(e) No correction required  

130. Asset allocation involves division of an 
investment portfolio into different asset 
categories, such as stock, bonds and cash.  
(a) dividing an investment portfolio among   
(b) dividing an investment portfolio of  
(c) distribution of an investment portfolio for   
(d) collection of an investment portfolio through  
(e) No correction required 

Directions (131-140): In the following passage, some of 
the words have been left out, each of which is indicated 
by a number. Find the suitable word from the options 
given against each number and fill up the blanks with 
appropriate words to make the paragraph meaningful.  
In the recent past, the Indian economy has had to (131) 
varied challenges in its resolve to (132) its economic 
success. The major challenges included: unsupportive 
external environment, domestic structural (133), growth 
slowdown and inflationary pressures. The slowdown 
(134) in the decline in the growth of Gross Domestic 
Product (at factor cost at constant 2004-05 prices) from 
8.9 per cent in 2010-11 to 6.7 per cent in 2011-12 and 
4.5 per cent in 2012-13. With the economy (135) to have 
registered a growth rate of 4.9 per cent in 2013-14, the 
declining trend in growth seems to have reversed. The 
growth slowdown in India is (136) in sync with trends in 
similar emerging economies. The sharp downturn in 
growth owes to the (137) of domestic factors with global 
economic environment of uncertainties and slow growth 
in many advanced economies. The growth of real GDP 
has generally shown a declining trend since the first 
quarter (Q1) of 2011-12, and is characterised by a (138) 
in services growth and (139) slowdown in industry. The 
(140) in agriculture on the back of a steady monsoon 
and robust growth in financial and business services led 
to a modest uptick in growth in 2013-14.  
131. (a) move  (b) overcome (c) modify  

(d) surpass  (e) triumph 
132. (a) approve  (b) endorse  (c) sustain   

(d) bolster  (e) constraints 
133. (a) commitment (b) repression  (c) compulsions  

(d) restraints (e) constrains 
134. (a) proclaimed  (b) manifested  (c) exposed   

(d) declared  (e) embodied 
135. (a) projected  (b) outnumbered   

(c) neglected  (d) arranged  (e) envisaged 
136. (a) commonly  (b) typically  (c) broadly   

(d) usually  (e) publicly 
137. (a) bond   (b) part  (c) network   

(d) interface  (e) integration 
138. (a) moderation  (b) patience  (c) equanimity  

(d) discomposure  (e) relaxation 
139. (a) incurable  (b) distant  (c) stretched    

(d) protracted  (e) elongated 
140. (a) renewal  (b) restoration  (c) awakening   

(d) suppression (e) revival 


