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THE HINDU REVIEW MARCH-2016 
 
1. Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport has 

retained the world’s number 1 position for the second 
consecutive year in 25-40 Million Passengers Per 
Annum (MPPA) category. The rankings were 
announced by the Airports Council International 
(ACI). 

2. Mahesh Kumar Singla committee constituted to 
consider ST status to six communities of Assam. The 
committee will consult with the Government of Assam 
and suggest the modalities for the required 
reservations, of shifting the existing reservation for 
these communities from OBC to ST. 

3. Former Chief Justice of India H L Dattu took charge as 
the Chairperson of National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC). He is the 7th Chairperson of the 
NHRC.  

4. Indian Defence Ministry has issued an order worth Rs 
22,000 crores for purchase of helicopters, CH-47 
Chinook and AH-64 Apache, which will be inducted in 
the forces soon. 

5. The 7th joint military exercise between India and 
Seychelles military forces came to a close at Victoria 
Mahe Island in Seychella with a final attack scenario 
where suspected pirates had escaped at Cap Ternay.  

6. The Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) will  raise the proposed Rs 10,000 Crore 
corpus for ‘Stand Up India Fund’ from Reserve Bank 
Of India. The Fund will be disbursed to Dalit and 
women entrepreneurs.  

7. The Japanese government will stipulate a long-term 
goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 80 per 
cent by 2050 from current levels. 

8. Randeep Hooda, the Bollywood actor was felicitated 
by Melbourne based South Asian community 
members at a function in Australia. 

9. Foreign Minister Hashim Thaci elected as President of 
Kosovo by the Members of Parliament amid the 
protests. He succeeded Atifete Jahjaga. 

10. India and the US could jointly explore Mars and, who 
knows, an Indian astronaut could also head to the Red 
planet on a joint mission.   

11. Zee Media Corporation will acquire up to 80 per cent 
stake in India Today group’s loss-making e-commerce 
and TV shopping entities — Today Merchandise and 

Today Retail Network Pvt Ltd — for Rs 166 crore in 
staggered payments over the next four years.  

12. Slovenian high-jumper Rozle Prezelj was elected the 
Chairman of the International Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF) Athletes' Commission in Monaco. 

13. Rahul Sachdev won the 1st All India Open Invitational 
Snooker Championship 2016 in Aurangabad, 
Maharashtra. 

14. Car racer Armaan Ebrahim was awarded the 
Motorsports Man-of-the-Year Trophy at ceremony 
organised by the Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of 
India (FMSCI). 

15. Olympian Basant Bahadur Singh Rana clinched the 
gold medal in men’s 50km race walk event on the 
second and final day of the National Championships in 
Jaipur. It was the 3rd edition of National Race Walking 
Championships. 

16. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has 
inaugurated the 1st Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi.  

17. Mukesh Ambani  Reliance Industries chairman again 
topped 84 Indian billionaires in Forbes 2016 list of 
the world's richest people once again headed by Bill 
Gates with a net worth of $75 billion.  

18. The MS Swaminathan Research Foundation has 
signed a MOU with Bhubaneswar -based Kalinga 
Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) to establish a 
Research Chair. 

19. Aditya Birla Group firm UltraTech has announced the 
acquisition of debt-ridden JP Group’s cement plants 
for Rs 16,500 crore, making it the biggest deal in the 
sector.  

20. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), a leading IT services 
company has been recognized as a Global Top 
Employer by the Top Employers Institute.  

21. Sanjiv Kapoor has been appointed as the Chief 
Strategy and Commercial Officer of Vistara Airlines. 

22. Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain took over as the Chief of 
Staff of the Visakhapatnam. He succeeds Vice Admiral 
Bimal Verma. 

23. RBI unlocks Rs.40000 crore additional capital for 
banks.At the time when public sector banks are facing 
pressure on their profitability due to a sharp rise in 
non-performing assets, which is eroding their capital 
base.  
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24. Multi Commodity Exchange announced the 
appointment of Mrugank Paranjape as MD & CEO of 
the exchange. He will succeed Manoj Vaish. 

25. NASA(National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration) astronaut and Expedition 46 
Commander Scott Kelly and his Russian counterpart 
Mikhail Kornienko returned on Earth. After a historic 
340-day mission aboard the International Space 
Station.  

26. George Kennedy, who passed away recently, was one 
of America’s most recognizable and versatile 
character actors. He was 91 year old.  

27. Aaron Phangiso, the South African left-arm spinner, 
has been suspended from bowling in domestic cricket 
with immediate effect after his action was found to be 
illegal. 

28. The multinational mega Military Exercise Force 18 
conducted by Indian Army has started in Pune, 
Maharashtra from 2nd March. The theme of the 
exercise is `Humanitarian Mine Action’ (HMA) and 
`Peacekeeping Operations’ (PKO).  

29. A financing agreement for International Development 
Association (IDA) credit of US$ 300 (equivalent) for 
the Madhya Pradesh Higher Education Quality 
Improvement Project was signed with the World 
Bank. 

30. NHAI has taken a significant step in ensuring 
development of management competencies of its 
technical and managerial manpower, with a tie up 
with Indian School of Business (ISB), Hyderabad. 

31. Parliament has passed the Carriage by Air 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015 to empower Union 
government to revise the limits of liability for airlines 
and compensation as per the Montreal Convention 
which India accepted in 2009.  

32. India has been ranked at the 90th place in a list of 126 
countries in terms of Energy Security complied by 
World Economic Forum (WEF). The list is topped by 
Switzerland. 

 

33. A total of 183 self cleaning public eToilets have been 
installed in the Chennai City. Chennai is the 1st city in 
India to gets smart Toilets. These toilets are free for 
Public use.  

34. Three British scientists have won a prestigious 2016 
Grete Lundbeck European Brain Research Prize (also 
known as Brain Prize) for giving vital insight how the 
human brain remembers, learns and navigates. These 
scientists are Timothy Bliss, Graham Collingridge & 
Richard Morris. 

35. South Korea's parliament Passed the country's first 
anti-terror bill, with opposition lawmakers leaving 
the plenary chamber after ending the nine-day 
marathon speeches. 

36. Peru has declared an emergency three weeks after a 
major oil pipeline burst, affecting two rivers in the 
country’s northwest.  

37. International Finance Corporation (IFC), an part of 
the World Bank group launched its first Uridashi 
Masala bonds ( Japanese Bonds ) to mobilize Rs.30 
crores (or $4.3 million) directly from Japanese 
household investors to promote private sector 
development in India.   

38. The Hinduja Group is a global conglomerate company 
acquired the heritage Old War Office in London that 
was once inhabited by Winston Churchill. 

39. Poet Dr Bhagwati Lal Vyas has been chosen for the 
2015 Bihari Puraskar for his anthology of Rajasthani 
poems 'Katha Sun Aawe Hai Sabad' Published in 2010. 

40. New Zealand Cricketer Martin Crowe passed away 
after a prolonged battle with cancer that eventually 
proved one attack the gifted cricketer couldn't see off.  

41. The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched Rs 
50,000-crore "Setu Bharatam" programme to build 
bridges for safe and seamless travel on National 
Highways. With this the government aims to make all 
national highways free from railway crossings by 
2019. 

42. Government of  Kerala has taken first of its kind 
initiative by launching the Air Ambulance in Kerala 
launched by the Chief Minister Oommen handy.  

43. Veteran Film Actor and Director Shri Manoj Kumar is 
to be conferred the 47th Dada Saheb Phalke Award 
for the year 2015.  

44. Alappuzha Backwaters To Get India’s First Solar 
Ferry. 

45. The government of India has proposed to constitute a 
committee of  Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) to monitor 
implementation of packages for rehabilitation of the 
displaced community. The committee panel will 
consist 10 member.  
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46. Veteran playwright and director Ratan Thiyam has 
been selected for prestigious Lifetime Achievement 
Award for 2016 at the 11th edition of Mahindra 
Excellence in Theatre Awards (META).  

47. The World's most expensive train station in the world 
opens at the World Trade Center site in New York, 
United States Of America.  

48. Leading e-commerce company Flipkart launched its 
own advertisement platform, Brand Story Ads, with 
over 50 leading brands on board. 

49. Veteran singer Stevie Wonder was honoured with 
Global Green Hero award. The award has been given 
at the 13th Annual Global Green USA Pre Oscar party.  

50. Veteran All India Forward Bloc (AIFB) leader and 
senior-most leader of the Left Front in West Bengal, 
Ashok Ghosh passed away recently. He was 94. 

51. Purno Agitok Sangma, who was the Lok Sabha 
Speaker from 1996 to 1998 and one of the co-
founders of Nationalist Congress Party passed away 
following a heart attack. He was 68. 

52. The Mumbai under-23 team clinched the Col CK 
Nayudu Trophy by defeating Madhya Pradesh at the 
Holkar Stadium in Indore. 

53. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
between Indian Army and Hinduja Grouped Induslnd 
Bank on the Defence Salary package. 

54. Independent investor Sunil Sabharwal has become 
the first Indian American to occupy a key 
administration post as Alternate Executive Director at 
the IMF.  

55. The Advertising Club Madras conferred its 1st 
Distinguished Service Award on Srinivasan K Swamy, 
Chairman and Managing Director, R K Swamy BBDO 
for his outstanding contribution to the advertising 
industry.  

56. Beverage giants PepsiCo has named as the new 
associate sponsor of BCCI , which was earlier pulled 
out as title sponsors of the Indian Premier League in 
October.  

57. The traditional festival of Chapchar Kut of the Mizos 
was celebrated across the north-eastern state of 
Mizoram and also in the Mizo-inhabited areas in the 
neighbouring states.  

58. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) CEO and managing 
director Natarajan Chandrasekaran and two others 
appointed as non-official directors to the board of 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Other two are: Mr 
Mankad & Bharat Narotam Doshi.   

59. The Election Commission today announced the 
schedule for Assembly polls in four states — West 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam and for Union 
Territory Puducherry. The Chief Election 

Commissioner Nasim Zaidi has announced the 
election date in New Delhi.  

60. Pat Conroy, Prince of Tides And Great Santini Author, 
Dies At 70. 

61. Telangana Congress Former Minister Ramreddy 
Venkat Reddy passed away yesterday. He was 72. 

62.  P.K.Nair, the founder director of the Nationl Film 
Archive of India has passed away. He was 86. 

63. Anirban Lahiri Jumps To 9th Spot At World Golf 
Championships. 

64. Jitu Rai (Nepali) is an Indian shooter of Nepalese 
origin, clinch the 50m pistol gold at the ISSF World 
Cup Bangkok. 

65. The first Raisina-Dialogue 2016, a flagship conference 
on Geopolitics and Geo-economics began in New 
Delhi.  

66. India has filed a complaint against the United States 
decision to impose high fees L-1 and H-1B categories 
of temporary working visas in the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO).  

67. President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated a National 
conference on ‘Women Legislators: Building 
Resurgent India’ in New Delhi. 

68. Uttar Pradesh Assembly passed the UP Revenue Code 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 replacing an ordinance issued 
by the Governor Ram Naik. The Bill allows Dalits of 
the state to sell their land to non-Dalits in the state 
without approval of the administration even if their 
remaining holding is less than 3.5 acres. 

69. With mounting bad loans, the second edition of the 
Finance Ministry’s brain storming session with public 
sector banks focused on management of non-
performing assets and consolidation in the sector. The 
two-day Gyan Sangam — an annual retreat of chiefs of 
public sector financial institutions, officials from the 
Finance Ministry and the Reserve Bank of India — 
recently held on March 4 and 5 in Gurgaon.  

70. Dharmendra Pradhan, the Union Minister for 
Petroleum and Natural Gases laid the foundation 
stone of Country's 1st its of kind Octomax unit at 
Mathura refinery.  

71. Finance Minister of India  Mr. Arun Jaitley has 
indicated that the Government may merge 27 public 
sector banks into just six.  

72. Myanmar has granted operating licenses to four Asian 
banks, bringing to 13 the number of foreign banks 
allowed to conduct business in the previously isolated 
country. Bank for Investment and Development of 
Vietnam, State Bank of India, Taiwan's Sun 
Commercial Bank and South Korea's Shinhan Bank, 
these are the four bank were granted preliminary 
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licenses, Myanmar's Foreign Bank Licensing 
Committee.  

73. Dr Amrita Patel has been conferred with the 
Mahindra Samriddi India Agri Lifetime Achievement 
Aear-Krishi Shiromani Samman in New Delhi. 

74. Jalandhar-based Capital Local Area Bank has become 
the first entity to receive the Reserve Bank of India‘s 
licence to start operations as a small finance bank. 

75. Amazon World's largest e-retailer is India's most 
trusted online shopping brand followed homegrown 
Snapdeal and Flipkart. 

76. Real estate developer Tata Housing has partnered 
with the country's largest lender, State Bank of India, 
on the occasion of the International Women's Day. 

77. The first two-day 'Happening Haryana Global 
Investors Summit 2016' has kicked off in Gurgaon, 
which has seen participation from 12 countries. 

78. Uttar Pradesh Assembly passed the UP Revenue Code 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 replacing an ordinance issued 
by the Governor Ram Naik. The Bill allows Dalits of 
the state to sell their land to non-Dalits in the state 
without approval of the administration even if their 
remaining holding is less than 3.5 acres. 

79. Ray Tomlinson, the inventor of email has passed 
away. He was 74. He died of an apparent heart attack.  

80. Renowned Malayalam actor and folk singer 
Kalabhavan Mani passed away in Kochi on Sunday. He 
was 45.  

81. Nancy Davis Reagan was an American actress and the 
wife of the 40th President of the United States,  
Ronald Reagan. She died At 94  

82. Season 3 of Star Sports Pro Kabaddi, ended on a high 
note with power packed action between U Mumba 
and Patna Pirates. Patna Pirates beat the dominant U 
Mumba to emerge as Champions of Pro Kabaddi 
Season 3. 

83. India beat Bangladesh by 8 wickets in the final to win 
their Asia Cup title. With this victory, India lifted their 
sixth Asia Cup title.  

84. International Women's Day (IWD) , International 
Women's Day was observed across the world on 8 
March 2016. 

85. Fitch, the global rating agency  has maintained India's 
growth forecast for India at 7.5 % for this fiscal ( 
2015-2016 ) and also sees higher growth around 7.7 
%  & 7.9 % over the next two financial years. 

86. Union Minister for Women and Child Development 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launched Mahila e-Haat portal 
in New Delhi to facilitate women entrepreneurs to sell 
their products to buyers.  

87. PM has selected another village for adoption in his 
Varanasi Constituency of U.P. for development under 
the Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY).  

88. Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on 8 March 2016 
announced to withdraw proposal to tax Employee 
Provident Fund (EPF) withdrawals. 

89. Bajaj Power Generation Company has signed an 
agreement with the Indian Railways for electrification 
of the Lalitpur-Udaipura rail section under the public 
private partnership (PPP).   

90. Banks have so far disbursed over Rs 1.15 lakh crore 
under Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), 
Financial Services Secretary Anjuly Chib Duggal.  

91. SoftBank is planning to separate its profitable 
domestic mobile business from its international 
business, which includes a majority stake in US 
mobile operator Sprint Corp. Both the subsidiaries 
will be 100-percent owned by SoftBank. 

92. The US and South Korean troops on 7 March 2016 
began their largest ever military exercises off the 
coast of the Korean peninsula. 

93. President Francois Hollande has awarded the Legion 
d’Honneur, France’s highest honour, to visiting Saudi 
crown prince Mohammed bin Nayef. Nayef was cited 
for his “efforts in the fight against terrorism and 
extremism." 

94. Renowned Dogri poetess and writer Padma Sachdev 
has been awarded Krutitava Smagra Samman for 
2015. The award was given by the Bharatiya Bhasha 
Parishad  in Kolkata, West Bengal.  

95. Maria Sharapova provisionally suspended after failing 
drugs test at Australian Open. 

96. The country’s largest mobile wallet provider Paytm 
has got into a strategic tie-up with Florida-based 
global provider dedicated to banking and payments 
technologies FIS Global. 

97. Mumbai financial capital of India to host BRICS 
Friendship Cities Conclave in April involving top 
Urban Policy makers and Planners from BRICS 
Nations. 

98. Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has 
successfully test-fired several ballistic missiles from 
silos across the country. 

99. Government Karnataka has launched Mukhyamantri 
Santwana Harish Yojana to provide free medical 
treatment to road accident victims for the first 48 
hours (2 days) in the nearest government or private 
hospital. 

100. NTPC  has been conferred the Research Investor 
Communication Award among the “Large Corporates” 
category .Director Finance of the Company. Shri K. 
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Biswal, received the award at a ceremony held at BSE 
in Mumbai 

101. Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Limited has appointed 
Indian Cricketer and Captain MS Dhoni as the Brand 
ambassador for its top selling health supplement 
Revital H. 

102. Reliance Jio To Offer free Wi-Fi at 6 stadiums For T20 
World Cup. 

103. Telangana and Maharashtra governments will be 
signing Memoranda of Understanding to construct 
five barrages across Godavari and Pen Ganga rivers. 

104. Germany will partner India in turning Bhubaneswar, 
Coimbatore and Kochi into smart cities, according to 
German ambassador to India Martin Ney. 108—feet 
tall idol of Lord Rishabhdeva, the first Teerthankar of 
Jains, carved out of a single rock, has entered the 
“Guinness World Records” as the world’s tallest Jain 
statue. 

105. Thomas Cook (India) Ltd., India’s leading integrated 
travel and travel related financial services company, 
has announced a strategic collaboration with Western 
Union Business Solutions, a business segment of The 
Western Union Company, and DCB Bank Limited 
(formerly Development Credit Bank Ltd.). 

106. Digital payments platform FreeCharge has partnered 
with Mexico-based chain of movie theatres, Cinepolis, 
that aims to provide its customers an easy to use and 
secure way of making payments. 

107. President Pranab Mukherjee on 8 March 2016 
presented Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 2015 to 
15 women, 5 organisations, one state and panchayat. 
The awards were conferred on the occasion of 
International Women's Day at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

108. The Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has approved Pradhan Mantri Ujwala Yojana with an 
outlay of Rs 8,000 crore for three years, Oil Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan.  

109. Garuda Shakti, the 4th edition of joint training 
exercise between India and Indonesia will be hosted 
by Indonesia.  

110. The Union Cabinet approved amending the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act to 
regulates mining sector activities in the country.  

111. Central government is expected to sign agreements 
worth over Rs. 72,000 crore with private players on 
port-related projects at the Indian Maritime Summit 
to be held in Mumbai. 

112. Government of India has announced today that in 
2014-2015, 116 Public Sector Enterprises (PSUs) 
have spent an amount of rs. 2447.59 Crore on 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities and 

no complaint has been received on misuse of these 
funds. 

113. Five healthcare ATMs have come up in four states. 
Those states are MP, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh.  

114. In Order to propel the Wind Energy Potential in India, 
Union government will soon unveil a policy to give 
incentives including an interest discount of 0.25 % for 
increasing capacity of Wind mills of up to 1MW. 

115. The government will divest 5 per cent stake in 
Container Corporation of India (Concor) through the 
offer for sale (OFS) route.  

116. Railways shifting the gears to introduce trains that 
run at speeds around 320 kmph, the railways have 
formed a new Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to 
implement the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed 
Bullet Train project named the National High Speed 
Rail Corporation Limited. 

117. Private lender Yes Bank launched an all-women 
operated bank branch 'Yes Grace' on Cunningham 
Road here aimed at offering customised banking 
solutions to women. 

118. Gujarat has topped the list among the 21 cities in a 
race to be the best state in India having an investment 
potential, according to the report submit by economic 
think tank NCAER. 

119. IAF To Get The First Batch Of Women Fighter Pilots In 
June. Bhawna Kanth, Avani Chaturvedi, and Mohana 
Singh are likely to create history as India’s first 
women fighter pilots. 

120. Sudhakar Rao will be the new Chairman of BSE and 
new Public Interest Director announced by BSE. He is 
going to replace Mr. S Ramadorai.  

121. Actress Sonakshi Sinha has become a Guinness World 
Records title-holder as she along with several other 
women participated in an initiative to set a record for 
‘most people painting their fingernails 
simultaneously’. 

122. The legendary music producer George Henry Martin 
has passed away in England. He was 90 years old.  

123. Rest of India (ROI) pull off an incredible chase to beat 
41 times Ranji Trophy champions Mumbai by four 
wickets to win the Irani Trophy 2016. 

124. The NITI Aayog (GOIs premier think tank) has 
launched the Women Transforming India initiative on 
8th March the International Women's Day in 
partnership with the UN in India and MyGov.  

125. India will launch 25 foreign satellites belonging to 
seven countries. The list is topped by the USA in 
2016-17.  
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126. The Rajya Sabha passed a landmark Real Estate Bill  

with a promise to secure the interests of homebuyers 
and developers in equal measure and remove 
corruption and inefficiency from the sector. 

127. The Union Government has appointed the former 
Supreme Court Judge justice Balbir Singh Chauhan as 
the Chairman of 21st Law Commission of India (LCI).  

128. Project Mausam is the initiative of Ministry of Culture 
which is to be implemented by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) as the nodal agency with 
research support of the Indira Gandhi National Centre 
for the Arts (IGNCA) and National Museum as 
associate bodies. 

129. The Upper House of the Parliament passed The 
National Waterways Bill, 2015, which was tabled in 
Lok Sabha on May 5, 2015 by the Minister of Road 
Transport and Highways and Shipping, Mr. 
NitinGadkari. 

130. To conserve several species of birds Government has 
signed ‘Raptor MoU’ - a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on conservation of birds of 
prey in Africa and Eurasia. 

131. Country’s largest private sector lender ICICI Bank 
launched a credit-linked subsidy scheme for home 
loans under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). 

132. In the aftermath of National Governing Council 
meeting of Aluminium Association of India Tapan 
Chad elected as AAI chiefTapan Kumar Chand has 
been unanimously elected as the President of the 
metal governing body.  

133. Veteran Egyptian diplomat Ahmed Abul Gheit (73) 
has been selected as Secretary General of the Arab 
League.  

134. The renowned Bollywood actress Kangana Ranaut 
has announced as the brand ambassador of Reebok 
India. On the occasion the actress has also launched 

the new campaign of the brand titled “Be More 
Human”.  

135. Renowned Brazil musician Nana Vasconcelos has 
passed away in the northeastern Brazilian city of 
Recife. He was suffering from lung cancer. He was 71.  

136. Board of Control for Cricket in India  (BCCI) has 
entered into a 4 year partnership with Hyundai Motor 
India Ltd (HMIL) as an associate sponsor for all 
international matches at home. Hyundai is a Korean 
car maker.  

137. RITES (Public Sector Enterprise under Ministry of 
Railways) signed a contract to supply 18 Meter Gauge 
1350 HP Diesel Electric Locomotives to Myanmar 
Railways. 

138. Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhu on 11th march 
2016 has launched the 'clean my coach' service. The 
service allows a passenger to make request for a dirty 
coach to be swept and cleaned by sending an SMS on 
mobile number 58888 or by using an app or a 
designated website.  

139. The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and 
Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Bill, 2016, was 
passed by a voice vote after a brief debate, during 
which Finance Minister Arun Jaitley assured the 
House that details provided for the card will not be 
misused in any manner. 

140. The Union Cabinet on 10 March 2016 approved the 
proposal of the Ministry of Home Affairs to amend the 
Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 through the Parliament 
retrospectively with effect from 8 October 2013. 

141. A 250 km-long protest march against plans to build 
Rampal Power Station, Indo-Bangladesh coal-fired 
power plant near the Sundarbans, was kick-started on 
10 March 2016. 

142. Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Patna,where 
he dedicated to the nation the newly constructed 
Digha-Sonepur rail-cum-road bridge and inaugurate a 
new rail bridge in Munger. 

143. A power generation unit at Kakrapar Atomic Power 
Station in Surat was shut down after leakage of heavy 
water. 

144. The country’s GDP can grow by 7.9 per cent next fiscal 
if the monsoon is normal and the government 
implements the reform measures announced so far, 
domestic rating agency Crisil.  

145. HDFC Bank has chosen five start-ups it will work with 
to strengthen their web, mobile and payment 
offerings.  

146. Uber, the ride sharing service provider has opened its 
first Asian engineering center in Bengaluru 
highlighting the focus on India to solve the localized 
challenges of Uber users in the country.  
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147. The defence ministry on Friday approved a Rs 13,000 
crore weapons and sensors package for the seven 
new stealth frigates being constructed by defence 
shipyards for the Navy as well as accorded the initial 
approval for the Rs 7,200 crore project to 
indigenously manufacture 244 air defence guns for 
the IAF. 

148. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given its approval for signing and 
ratification of the Bay of Bengal Initiative on Multi 
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters.  

149. Tezpur University won the annual Visitor’s Award for 
the Best University.  

150. The Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayat, in association 
with the Karnataka Horticulture Department, will 
conduct a ‘honey festival’ in Mangaluru on March 12 
and 13. 

151. India and International Monetary Fund (IMF) have 
decided to set up South Asia Regional Training and 
Technical Assistance Centre (SARTTC) in New Delhi.  

152. Mahindra & Mahindra Chairman and Managing 
Director (MD) Anand Mahindra was conferred with 
Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur (Knight of the 
Legion of Honour) by French Government.  

153. Union Power Ministry has announced name UJALA for 
the LED based Domestic Efficient Lighting Programme 
(DELP). UJALA is acronym for Unnat Jyoti by 
Affordable LEDs for All.  

154. Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) N P S Hira has been 
appointed as Deputy Chief of Army Staff. He will be 
now moving to Army Headquarters in New Delhi. 

155. India and United States have launched the Fulbright – 
Kalam Climate Fellowship enabling Indian research 
scholars to work with American institutions in the 
field of climate change.  

156. The Arab League has declared Lebanese movement 
Hezbollah, a Shia political organisation a terrorist 
group. The move comes after the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) had adopted the same stance. 

157. India successfully test-fired indigenously built 
nuclear-capable intermediate range Agni-I ballistic 
missile. It was launched from launch pad-4 of the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Abdul Kalam Island 
(Wheeler Island) on the Odisha coast. 

158. The 13th meeting of Broadband Commission for 
Sustainable Development was held on 14 March 2016 
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE). The meeting 
was held to promote the power of broadband 
networks and services for the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

159. A Palestinian primary school teacher from a refugee 
camp, Hanan Al Hroub won one million dollar Global 
Teacher Prize. She was awarded for her outstanding 
contribution to the profession. 

160. Services won the Santosh Trophy National Football 
Championships title. In the summit clash at SEC 
Railway Stadium in Nagpur, Services defeated host 
Maharashtra 2-1. 

161. Maritime India Summit 2016 (MIS 2016), the maiden 
flagship initiative of the Union Ministry of Shipping, 
will be organised from 14 to 16 April 2016 at Bombay 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Mumbai. Republic 
of Korea is the partner country for MIS 2016. 

162. 4th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves was 
inaugurated on 14 March 2016 at Lima in Peru. The 
event will be held from 14 March to 17 March 2016 to 
address different issues related to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Post 2015 
Development Agenda. 

163. British Keyboardist and progressive rock legend Keith 
Emerson died on 10 March 2016. He was 71. 

164. Country's largest private sector lender ICICI Bank has 
tied up with marquee sports car maker Ferrari to 
launch co-branded credit card.  

165. Kerala Tourism’s new campaign on responsible 
tourism has bagged the prestigious Golden City Gate 
Award at the world’s leading travel trade show , ITB 
in the German capital of Berlin. 

166. Astronaut Scott Kelly will retire from NASA next 
month, after spending nearly a year in space and 
setting a record for the most cumulative days in space 
of any American. 

167. State-run telecommunication company, Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has launched free Wifi 
services at the Srinagar international airport. 

168. Indian boxer and Olympic bronze medalist Vijender 
Singh notched up his fourth successive knockout win 
in the professional boxing circuit, beating Hungary’s 
Alexander Horvath in under three rounds in 
Liverpool. 

169. India Inc. is set to formally adopt the United Nations’ 
(UN) agenda for the world’s sustainable development 
and the 17 goals identified for its implementation. 

170. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will leave for 
Nepal to attend SAARC ministerial meet. Before the 
Ministerial meeting, a session of Programming 
Committee of SAARC will be held in Pokhara (Nepal). 
Standing Committee of the SAARC, which is a Foreign 
Secretaries-level Forum, will be held on 16th of this 
month. 

171. Anil Wadhwa, Ambassador of India to Italy, has been 
concurrently accredited as the next Ambassador of 
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India to the Republic of San Marino with residence in 
Rome.   

172. Myanmar's Parliament elected Htin Kyaw as the first 
civilian president to lead the country after 53 years of 
military rule. 

173. Parytak Mitra Programme was in news on 14 March 
2016. It came in news after the information on the 
same was provided in the Lok Sabha by the Minister 
of State for Culture and Tourism (I/C) Dr. Mahesh 
Sharma. 

174. Venezuela President Nicolas Maduro on 14 March 
2016 declared a two-month extension on emergency 
powers meant to help shore up the country's crippled 
economy. 

175. India's fifth largest private sector Bank, YES Bank on 
11 March 2016 signed a strategic Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with India Brazil Chamber of 
Commerce (IBCC) to enable significant cooperation in 
terms of knowledge partnerships, project 
consultancy, B2B opportunities, skill and technology 
initiatives. 

176. Mumbai based Non-banking financial company Altico 
Capital India has appointed former HSBC India 
chairperson Naina Lal Kidwai as an independent non-
executive director. 

177. India Post has selected Deloitte to advise it on setting 
up a payments bank and an agreement between the 
two will be signed on March 14.  

178. 323 villages have been electrified across the country 
during last week (from 6th to 13th March 2016) 
under Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojna 
(DDUGJY). 

179. Lin Dan from China has won the prestigious 2016 All 
England Badminton title in the men’s singles 
category.In the final match played at Birmingham, 
England he defeated Chinese teammate Tian Houwei 
by 21-9, 21-10 score. 

180. Mother Teresa will be made a saint on September 4, 
Pope Francis announced. 19 years after the death of 
the Nobel Laureate who spent 45 years serving the 
poor and sick on the streets of Kolkata. 

181. 7th meeting of the Governing Board of the Indo-
German Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC) was 
held on 15 March 2016 in New Delhi. The meeting 
was chaired by the Union Science & Technology and 
Earth Sciences Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan. 

182. The first of two 600 MW power generation units at 
the Singareni Thermal Power Plant (STPP) at 
Pegadapalli in Jaipur mandal of Adilabad District, was 
synchronised with top officials including Singareni 
Collieries Chairman and Managing Director N. Sridhar 
participating in it. 

183. The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India  has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Ecotourism Society of India (ESOI) to take its 
commitments to Responsible and Sustainable tourism 
to the next level. 

184. World Consumer Day is celebrated across the World 
on 15th March 2016. 

185. Anita Brookner, the Booker prize-winning British 
author and renowned art historian, has died at the 
age of 87. 

 
186. ICICI Bank on 15 March 2016 announced a new 

mobile payment solution Touch & Pay. This solution is 
based on Near Field Communication (NFC) 
technology and will enable the bank’s customers to 
make secure contactless payments at retail stores 
using smartphones. 

187. Union Government and Jammu & Kashmir 
Government signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) under the Scheme Ujwal DISCOM Assurance 
Yojana (UDAY) on 15 March 2016 for operational and 
financial turnaround of the State’s Power Distribution 
Department. 

188. India ranked 118th out of 156 countries on the United 
Nations World Happiness Index (WHI) 2016 & 
Denmark takes the top spot as the happiest country in 
the world. It has replaced Switzerland.  

189. The TIMEs magazine cited Modi’s unconventional 
announcement on Twitter of his visit to Pakistan last 
year while naming him among ‘The 30 Most 
Influential People on the Internet’ for the second year 
in a row in this year’s unranked list. 

190. The UN honoured the founder of India-based Miavy 
Systems Abdulqadir Rashik for the Unite Ideas  
LinksSDGs Data Visualization Challenge.  

191. The Reserve Bank of India is likely to pay the 
government Rs 57,000 crore in dividends in 2016-17, 
slightly less than the amount it paid in the current 
fiscal but much higher than that in earlier years. 
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192. A total of fourteen Indian investors have been 
featured in a list of top 100 venture capitalists in the 
world.  

193. Central government is implementing the Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme of Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha 
Abhiyan (RUSA) for providing financial support  

194. to proposals contained in State Higher Education Plan 
(SHEP) approved by the State Higher Education 
Councils (SHECs) in order to achieve the objectives of 
equity, access and quality. 

195. Under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana Loans worth 
Rs1.09 lakh crore have been sanctioned to small 
entrepreneurs, loans worth over Rs.1.09 lakh crore 
were given to over 2.96 crore beneficiaries. 

196. Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) became the 9th state to sign 
the memorandum of understanding (MoU) for power 
distribution reforms, the Ujwal Discoms Assurance 
Yojana (UDAY).  

197. India’s largest telecom operator by subcriber base, 
Bharti Airtel, said on Thursday that it has acquired 
Videocon Telecom for Rs 4,428 crore. 

198. The India Aviation 2016, an international exhibition 
and conference on civil aviation kicked off in 
Hyderabad, Telangana.  

199. Michelle Yeoh, the award winning action heroine has 
been appointed as United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) Goodwill Ambassador. 

200. Famous Shehnai exponent Ustad Ali Ahmad Hussain 
Khan has passed away in Kolkata, West Bengal. He 
was 77. He was suffering from kidney  related 
problem and hospitalized from the past few days.  

201. Television magician Paul Daniels has died aged 77 
after being diagnosed with a brain tumor.  

202. The United Nations (UN) has suspended Russian 
tennis player Maria Sharapova as Goodwill 
Ambassador of the organisation after she was tested 
positive on doping allegations.  

203. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 
World Sufi Forum in New Delhi, where more than 200 
Indian and international delegates, including Sufi 
Shuyukh, spiritual leaders, scholars, academicians and 
masters of Sufism, are participating. 

204. The Government of India has signed a loan agreement 
with the World Bank for Neeranchal National 
Watershed Project in Madhya Pradesh.  

205. Information and Broadcasting Minister ArunJaitley 
will inaugurate the 6th National Community Radio 
Sammelan in New Delhi.  

206. The Indian Railway Ministry has announced that it 
has signed an agreement with the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO).  

207. Desmi Technology a leading international 
manufacturer of pumps and pump solutions plans to 
set up a plant on the outskirts of Hyderabad shortly. 

208. According to the data from credit information bureau 
CIBIL, more than 5,600 borrowers, who owe banks 
close to Rs 60,000 crore, have been declared wilful 
defaulters by lenders as on December 31.  

209. Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) has confirmed to 
the BCCI that Russell Adams has been designated as 
points man for all further correspondence. 

210. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), India’s leading IT 
services provider, announced a three year 
partnership with the Virgin Money London Marathon 
to enhance the digital experience delivered to 
marathon participants. 

211. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the 
lead UN agency for delivery of a world where every 
pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and 
every young person’s potential is fulfilled, appointed 
actor and activist Ashley Judd as its Goodwill 
Ambassador. 

212. Surat is the cleanest railway station in the country, 
followed by Rajkot and Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh), 
according to an Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) survey released. 

213. Hitachi-Omron Terminal Solutions Corp (Hitachi-
Omron Terminal Solutions) has established Hitachi 
Terminal Solutions India Pvt Ltd (Hitachi Terminal 
Solutions India) to be based in Bengaluru as an ATM 
manufacturing company. 

214. Air Asia India has made an announcement on 
Thursday that Mr. Amar Abrol will be the new CEO of 
the company  with the effect from April 1, 2016.  

215. Mobile wallet and digital payments player FreeCharge 
has announced the launch of its ‘Çhat and Pay‘ feature. 
The company said this feature enables social 
payments between users and merchants. 

216. Suresh Senapaty, the ex Wipro CFO has been 
appointed as the new Chairman by Honeywell 
Automation India Ltd (HAIL) on Thursday.  

217. Actor Larry Drake, known for playing Benny on TV 
show "L.A. Law", has died. He was 66.  

218. The government slashed interest rates on small-
savings schemes, including the Public Provident Fund 
and Kisan Vikas Patra. 

219. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurate three-day 
'Krishi Unnati Mela' providing information on new 
farm schemes and technologies that will help farmers 
double their incomes within the next few years.  

220. Supreme Court allowed now use of pictures of Chief 
Ministers, Governors and Cabinet ministers in the 
government's media advertisements. 
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221. Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan on 17 March 2016 
launched the Online Depot System in New Delhi to 
automate all the operations of Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) depots. 

222. Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has become the first bank 
to commence the sale of Indian Gold Coin (IGC) in the 
domestic market.  

223. India and Bangladesh entered into a new era of 
petroleum trade with a special goodwill train loaded 
with High Speed Diesel rolling down from India to 
Bangladesh.  

224. Turkey and the EU have reached a controversial deal 
European leaders hope will stop the flow of refugees 
to the continent in return for political and financial 
concessions for Ankara. 

225. India and Australia ink pact to avoid double social 
security contribution Under this agreement, 
employees of India deputed to Australia and vice 
versa will not have to make double social security 
contribution. 

226. Russia gets its own Rating Firm named ACRA. 
227. Pfizer, the pharmaceutical major has announced the 

appointed of Mr. S Sridhar as its new Managing 
Director (MD) with immediate effect for a period of 
five years.  

228. The Airport Authority Of India (AAI) has given the 
additional charge of Chairman to Mr. Sudhir Raheja.  

229. An Indian Professor has become the president of a 
scholarly group in the US dedicated to international 
studies. Professor TV Paul took over as the 56th 
president of International Studies Association (ISA). 

230. Tikka Shatrujit Singh, chief representative in Asia for 
French multinational LVMH (Moet Hennessy-Louis 
Vuitton) and advisor to the chairman of Louis Vuitton, 
has spearheaded the development of Louis Vuitton’s 
business in India. 

231. The 10th edition of Asian Film Awards (AFA), which 
was held at the Venetian Theatre in Macau, China, 
honoured diverse talents across Asian cinema.  

232. World Forestry Day or International Day of Forests is 
celebrated worldwide every year on 21st of March.  

 

 
233. The government has relaxed FDI norms for the 

insurance sector by permitting overseas companies to 
buy 49 percent stake in domestic insurers without 
prior approval, which is another effort to bring more 
foreign players into India’s vast insurance market. 

234. Within a month of successful commissioning of a 270 
MW thermal generating unit in the state, the state run 

BHEL ( Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited ) has 
commissioned another 270 MW unit at Goindwal 
Sahib coal-fired power project in Punjab. 

235. India-born brothers G P Hinduja and S P Hinduja 
topped the 'Asian Rich List 2016' released here last 
night and the annual rankings showed that they had 
added one billion pounds to their personal fortune in 
a year to be worth an estimated 16.5 billion pounds. 

236. The United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon 
has appointed Red, the leader of the “Angry Birds” 
mobile game characters as an envoy to inspire climate 
action toward a sustainable and happier future for all.  

237. Cairn India Ltd. has remained in the top deciles of 
safety performance amongst peer group companies 
for the FICCI Safety Systems Excellence Award in 
Manufacturing.  

238. American multinational technology company Cisco 
Systems Inc will invest over $100 million over the 
next 18 to 24 months to support the country's 
ambitious plan to connect thousands of its villages to 
the internet and create jobs.  

239. One of Mumbai oldest colleges, the Wilson College has 
adopted the Charni Road station here for cleanliness 
and upkeep as part of the Swachch Bharat Abhiyan. 

240. US President Barack Obama embarked on a historic 
trip to Cuba more than a year after Washington reset 
its foreign policy towards the island following 
decades of Cold War animosity that almost led to a 
nuclear war. 

241. Britain’s Prince Harry reached Kathmandu on a five-
day visit to Nepal to mark the 200th anniversary of 
the bilateral ties. 

242. The US President Barack Obama has named the 
General Lori Robinson to head the U.S. combatant 
command. The position is one of the most senior in 
the US Military and Robinson becomes the first 
woman to head this position.  

243. FC Barcelona’s player Lionel Messi has been named as 
Huawei global ambassador.  

244. India star wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt secured an 
Olympic quota place for India with a gold-medal finish 
in the men's 65kg freestyle category on an otherwise 
disappointing day for the country's grapplers in the 
Asian Olympic Qualification tournament in Astana, 
Kazakhastan. 

245. An Indian student is the winner of the first Noor 
Inayat Khan Prize for 2016, the London-based Noor 
Inayat Khan Memorial Trust announced. 

246. Bangladesh left-arm spinner Arafat Sunny and pacer 
Taskin Ahmed have been suspended from bowling in 
international cricket council with immediate effect 
after an independent assessment found their bowling 
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actions to be illegal, dealing a massive blow to the 
team’s campaign in the ongoing World Twenty20. 

247. United Nations World Water Day was observed on 
22nd March. This year’s theme of Word Water Day is 
‘Water and Jobs’ focuses on how enough quantity and 
quality of water can change workers’ lives and 
livelihoods and even transform societies and 
economies. 

248. India’s current account deficit narrowed to 1.3% of 
the gross domestic product (GDP) in the fiscal third 
quarter.  

249. Prime Minister Narendra Modi conferred ‘Krishi 
Karman Award” to the government of Himachal 
Pradesh for its landmark achievement in showing 
highest production of food grains in year 2014-15, 
despite adverse weather conditions and rain-fed 
farming in the state. 

250. The regulatory authority of Insurance sector has 
given its nod to the Biggest life insurance company of 
India- LIC to invest in the Public Sector Banks.  

251. India distributed scholarships to over 800 
Bangladeshi students under the 'Muktijodha 
Scholarship Scheme'. The scholarships were 
distributed at the hands of Minister for Liberation 
War Affairs in the presence of Indian High 
Commissioner Harsh Vardhan Sringla. 

252. Union Health Minister JP Nadda launched Cartridge 
Based Nucleic Acid Amplification Test (CBNAAT) 
machines for the quick diagnosis of Tuberculosis 
within two hours. 

253. The government has formally withdrawn the 
recognition of Delhi Stock Exchange (DSE) after it was 
derecognised by markets regulator Sebi in November 
2014 for "serious irregularities" in its functioning.  

254. Cinema exhibition chain PVR cinemas and mobile 
payments and commerce platform Paytm have 
announced a strategic relationship that will bring 
PVR’s movie tickets to Paytm’s e-commerce platform 
as a part of its nationwide foray in the online movie 
ticket segment. 

255. Indian capital market regulator SEBI is considering 
doing away with the requirement of a fresh KYC for 
opening of new accounts in securities market if the 
investor has got a bank account.  

256. Government of Chhattisgarh  had deposited money 
that factually GMR Group was supposed to pay for 
disbursing compensation to project affected farmers. 

257. Swedish furniture retailing giant IKEA will contribute 
12.4 million euro (Rs 92.84 crore) to provide safe 
water and sanitation to one million people in India 
and Indonesia through Water Org. 

258. Anker Henrik Jorgensen, who was a Danish politician 
and served at various times as Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister of Denmark has passed away.  

259. Ace Indian shuttler HS Prannoy (World no 13) has 
won the prestigious 2016 Swiss Open Grand Prix Gold 
badminton tournament in the men’s single category.  

260. Prime Ministers of India and Bangladesh 
commissioned international gateway of internet 
service in Agartala and supply of 100 MW power to 
Bangladesh from Tripura.  

261. India will host the eighth annual Summit of BRICS 
from October 15-16 in Goa in its capacity as chair of 
the influential bloc comprising five countries with 42 
per cent of the world population and combined GDP 
of over $16 trillion. 

262. The Department of Posts will offer core banking 
solutions (CBS) to its customers at 25,000 post offices 
by April, against 20,494 CBS-enabled branches. 

263. The National Food Security Act (NFSA) will be 
implemented in 10 more states from April 1 this year, 
taking the total number of states implementing NFSA 
to 21, Union Minister of Food and Public Distribution 
Ram Vilas Paswan. 

 
264. Justice HL Dattu, chairperson, National Human Rights 

Commission, India emerged as the unanimous choice 
to be appointed as a member of the International 
Coordinating Committee of NHRIs (ICC) Bureau in 
Geneva. 

265. India's "unique" Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve in 
the Western Ghats is among 20 new sites added by 
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the UN's top cultural body UNESCO to its World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves.  

266. In what can prove to be a great aid for the Indian 
forces in dealing with hostage situations, India's 
premier government R&D body DRDO has developed 
a radar that can look through a wall. The Through 
Barrier Imaging Radar, named 'Divyachakshu' (divine 
eye), has been developed by Defence Research and 
Development Organisation's (DRDO) Electronics & 
Radar Development Establishment (LRDE) based in 
Bangalore and is going through development trials 
now. 

267. The Union Cabinet has approved the national capital 
goods policy. The government believes 
implementation of the capital goods policy is critical 
and needed to give a boost to the sector and the ‘Make 
in India‘ initiative. 

268. Hinduja Group’s Ashok Leyland Defence Systems Ltd 
(ALDS) has tied up with US-based defence contractor 
Lockheed Martin Corp. to develop combat vehicles for 
the Indian Army.The base platforms of Lockheed 
combat vehicles will be used to develop light 
specialist and light armoured multipurpose vehicles 
for the Indian Army.  

269. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its 
approval for extension of time period of the “Special 
Industry Initiative for J&K” (SII J&K) Udaan scheme 
till 2019-20.  

270. A committee was constituted by the Central Board of 
Direct Taxes to examine the business models for e-
commerce, identify the direct tax issues in relation to 
e-commerce transactions and provide 
suggestions.This committee was headed by Akhilesh 
Ranjan. 

271. The electoral authority of Tanzania’s semi-
autonomous archipelago of Zanzibar, the ZEC, 
announced incumbent President Ali Mohamed Shein 
had won his re-election bid, after polls boycotted by 
the main opposition party. 

272. Former Intel Corp. Chief Executive Andy Grove, the  
whose youth under Nazi occupation and escape from 
the Iron Curtain inspired an “only the paranoid 
survive” management philosophy that saved the chip 
maker from financial ruin in the 1980s, died. He was 
79. 

273. I&B Minister Arun jaitley gives away 5th National 
Photography Awards. Addressing the event Union 
Minister Jaitley said our impression of personalities 
and historical events are based on visuals and a good 
photograph has an indefinite life. 

274. Gurmeet Singh created history by becoming the first 
Indian athlete to clinch a gold medal in the Asian 
20km Race Walk Championships as he won the men's 
event with his season's best effort. 

275. World TB Day, falling on March 24th each year. This 
time the Theme is "Unite to End TB". 

276. The government of India has approved a $1.5 billion 
(approximate Rs 9,000 crore) to support Swachh 
Bharat Mission (SBM) in rural areas. This offer has 
been made by The World Bank.  

277. The 4 days National AROGYA fair is going to be 
started from 26 March in Goa. The fair will be 
organised by AYUSH Ministry and Confederation of 
Indian Industry.  

278. The Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV), ICGS Arnvesh, of the 
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) was commissioned in 
Visakhapatnam. The vessel was commissioned by the 
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Eastern 
Naval Command, Vice-Admiral HCS Bisht. 

279. Bajaj Finance is entering the Rs 20,000-crore life care 
segment. Under this segment it will finance expenses 
for stem cells storage units, cosmetics-based hair 
treatment, dental and eye care, IVF & maternity care, 
laproscopic cure for a dozen ailments, and elective 
medical/paramedical care for many other issues. 

280. Retired Chief Justice of Sikkim High Court Justice 
Permod Kohli has been appointed as the Chairman of 
Central Administrative Tribunal(CAT).  

281. The South Indian Bank has announced that its 
personnel department has achieved the ISO 
9001:2008 certification.  

282. After a long wait, Nepal has officially become a 
dialogue partner of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation with the signing of a memorandum. 

283. India and France have signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) for construction of six nuclear 
reactors at Jaitapur in Maharashtra, two months after 
the two countries decided to conclude the techno-
commercial negotiations for the project by the year 
end. 

284. Kadhaprasangam maestro and actor VD Rajappan has 
passed away at a private hospital in Kottayam. He was 
70. He was Kerala's popular 'Kadhaprasangam' (story 
telling) artiste and Malayalam film actor mainly 
known for his comic roles.  

285.  
286. Johan Cruyff aka Flying Dutchman, the legendary 

Dutch football striker and coach has died of lung 
cancer at the age of 68.  

287. Veteran Australian all-rounder Shane Watson has 
announced today that he would retire from 
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international cricket at the end of the ongoing World 
Twenty20 tournament in India. He is 34 year old. 

288. Arvind Kejriwal has been named among the world’s 
50 greatest leaders by Fortune magazine with the 
Delhi Chief Minister being the sole Indian leader on 
the list topped by Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos. 

289. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley flied to Australia for a 
four-day visit to attract foreign investments in the 
infrastructure sector.The objectives of the finance 
minister's visit to Australia is to attract foreign 
investment in India, especially in the infrastructure 
sector among others. 

290. Department of heavy industry has granted in-
principle approval to Himachal Road Transport 
Corporation (HRTC) and Mumbai Metropolitan 
Region Development Authority (MMRDA) to 
introduce zero-emission retrofitted electric buses. 

291. The information technology services entity of Tech 
Mahindra has announced the launch of a development 
centre in Toulouse, France, to work on projects for 
existing partners and customers in the aerospace 
industry. 

292. Microsoft, which launched artificial intelligence (AI)-
powered bot on Twitter for a playful chat with people, 
only to silence it within 24 hours as users started 
sharing racist and offensive comments with the bot. 

293. FMCG ITC Ltd said that it has completed the full 
acquisition of Technico Agri Sciences Ltd (TASL). The 
company owned by its direct subsidiary, Technico Pty 
Limited (TPL), Australia for a cash value of Rs 121 
crore. 

294. RuPay the domestic card payment service provider 
will be venturing into the credit card space this 
September after increasing its market share to 38 per 
cent in the debit card segment. 

295. Private sector Bank Lakshmi Vilas has tied up with 
National Bulk Handling Corporation (NBHC) for 
collateral management and warehousing services. 

296. Hero Cycles, the world’s largest bicycle manufacturer 
by volume has acquired 60 % stake in one of Sri 
Lanka's leading bicycle manufactures BSH Ventures.  

297. Paytm, India’s mobile payment and commerce 
platform has appointed ex-head of Alibaba Group 
Holding’s wholesale business, Bhushan Patil as the 
company’s new President. He will now focus on 
building Paytm’s cross border commerce. 

298. At the inauguration of the 5th National Industrial & 
Trade Fair organised by Dalit Indian Chamber 
Commerce & Industry (DICCI) , Union Minister for 
MSME (Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises) Kalraj 
Mishra has announced that, Under Stand-up India 
initiative, each of the 1.25 lakh bank branches would 

be encouraged to fund a SC/ST and woman 
entrepreneurs to create 2.5 lakh new entrepreneurs 
in the country. 

299. The Gadanki Ionospheric Radar Interferometer (GIRI) 
has been set up at the National Atmospheric Research 
Laboratory (NARL) near Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh 
by The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).  

300. The Mizoram government and Japanese International 
Cooperative Agency (JICA) signed an agreement on 
Capacity Enhancement for Sustainable Agriculture 
and Irrigation Development. 

301. Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL), a Maharatna 
central public sector enterprise, has successfully 
commissioned a 600 Mw coal-based thermal power 
plantin Telangana.  

302. Andhra government which is known for its 
innovations and use of technologies in various sectors 
has also become the first Indian state to implement 
lift irrigation.  

303. Iran signed a confidential oil agreement with France's 
Total to develope the South Azadegan oil field shared 
by Iran and Iraq, Iran's Oil Minister Bijan Namdar 
Zangeneh said. 

304. Iran and Pakistan have mutually agreed to boost 
bilateral cooperation on regional security and trade. 
Decision in this regard was taken by Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani and Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif during intensive talks in Islamabad.  

305. Garry Shandling, the famous comedian who was best 
known for his faux docudrama and the show " it's 
Garry Shandling's " has passed away due to an 
apparent heart attack. He was 66 year old.  

306. Peter Brown, who had starring roles in two television 
westerns in the 1950s and ’60s and later acted in soap 
operas, has died at the age of 80 due to Parkinson’s 
disease. 

307. India and China have led the developing countries in 
investments made in renewable energy in 2015. It 
was revealed by the ‘Global Trends in Renewable 
Energy Investment’ Report published by the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  

308. Scientists at Lucknow based CSIR-Central Institute of 
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CIMAP) have found 
that mint plant has medicinal values that can cure 
cancer.  

309. The Union Consumer Affairs Ministry has released a 
self-regulation Code of ethical business conduct to be 
adopted by the Industry on providing best products 
and services. In this regard, Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoU) was inked between 
Department of Consumer Affairs and the industry 
bodies related to self-regulated code of fair business.  
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310. President’s Rule has been imposed in Uttarakhand. 
The decision has been come up a day before the 
crucial trust vote in the state assembly for the Harish 
Rawat government.  

311. Bollywood won big at the 63rd National Awards with 
Amitabh Bachchan and Kangana Ranaut scooping up 
Best Actor and Best Actress awards for Piku and Tanu 
Weds Manu Returns respectively. SS Rajamouli’s 
magnum opus Baahubali emerged as the Best Film 
and Sanjay Leela Bhansali won in the best director 
category for his period drama, Bajirao Mastani.  

312. The government launched the vaccine for Rotavirus 
vaccine  as part of Universal Immunization 
Programme to prevent child mortaility due to 
Rotavirus diarrhoea.  

313. Madhya Pradesh is going to have its first Indo Tibetan 
Border Police weapon training centre at Batiagarh, 
Damoh. ITBP's Weapon and Support Weapon 
Training Centre will be the first of its kind in the state. 

314. Haryana Government has launched a new scheme 
‘Adapting Homes for the Differently-abled’, under 
which pension of 6 months would be given in advance 
to such persons for adapting their homes as per their 
requirement. 

315. Maharashtra Gets Its First Set Of Women 
Commanders To Protect Forest. 

316. Federal Bank is all set to open an incubation centers 
for startups in Bangalore and Ernakulam. These 
branches will offer advice on capital, regulatory 
support and even disburse funds in these specialized 
lounges. 

317. China has launched its first cyber security public 
organization aimed at better safeguarding national 
cyber security and guiding Internet companies in 
perform their duties. 

 

318. Syrian Army and popular defence forces have 
regained control of the ancient city of Palmyra from 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) terrorist group.  

319. The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) has 
successfully test-fired a Barak missile from its 
Victory-class missile corvette RSS Vigour during Fleet 
Exercise conducted in the South China Sea. 

320. Indian origin law professor Surya Deva has been 
appointed as an adviser on human rights and 
multinationals and businesses by the UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC).  

321. Nandita Bakshi an Indian-American has been 
appointed as the President and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Bank of the West.  

322. Deepika and PR Sreejesh has won the Dhruv Batra 
Player of the Year Award for Women and Men 
respectively at the Hockey India (HI) Annual Awards. 
The award has been given in the 2nd Hockey India 
Annual Awards ceremony for 2015.  

323. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is going to inaugurate 
the 'Stand Up India' scheme on 5th April. The scheme 
aims to creating jobs and promoting entrepreneurs 
among SC, ST and women. The scheme will loans to 
these segments at cheaper rates.  

324. The 1st direct container vessel between India and 
Bangladesh have been send from Krishnapatnam port. 
The container vessel was carrying cotton set.  

325. Starting with Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar’s 125th Birth 
Anniversary on 14th April 2016 and culminating in 
Panchayati Raj Day on 24th April 2016, in the period 
between 14th April to 24th April 2016, the Central 
Government, in collaboration with States and 
Panchayats, will organize a ‘Gram Uday Se Bharat 
Uday Abhiyan’ (Village Self Governance Campaign). 
The campaign aims to generate nation-wide efforts to 
increase social harmony across villages, strengthen 
Panchayati Raj, promote rural development, and 
foster farmers’ progress.  

326. Government is planning to infuse additional capital of 
about Rs. 5,050 crore in some public sector banks this 
week, according to reports. 

327. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given its approval for holding of 
Federation Internationale de Football Association 
(FIFA) Under-17 World Cup to be held in India in 
2017.  

328. Public Sector Power equipment manufacturer Bharat 
Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has commissioned 
the second 40 MW hydropower generating unit at the 
Teesta low dam hydroelectric project (HEP) stage IV 
in West Bengal.  
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329. United States returned an ancient decapitated statue 
of Hindu god Rama stolen from Cambodia during the 
South East Asian country’s civil war in the 70s.  

330. The US Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have 
signed an MoU to facilitate USD 848 million (Rs. 5,681 
crore) in funding to develop solar parks across India.  

331. After a delay of more than 20 years, Myanmar’s stock 
exchange opened for its first day of business, with the 
trading of a single company. 

332. Jordan will get a cheap $100 million loan from World 
Bank to help create 100,000 jobs for Syrian refugees 
and its own citizen.  

333. Agra Biker Pallavi Fauzdar, became the first solo 
woman to ride across the Mana Pass in Uttarakhand 
and made a record in the Limca Book.  

334. Nestle India Ltd has informed BSE that the Board of 
Directors of the Company, on the recommendation of 
the Nomination and Remuneration Committee 
appointed Dr. Rakesh Mohan as an Independent Non-
Executive Director of the Company with effect from 
May 01, 2016 upto June 30, 2020.  

335. Jim Harrison, the great writers in contemporary 
American fiction has passed away at his home in 
Patagonia, Arizona. He was the prolific author and 
poet. He was 78 year old. 

336. Sergey Karjakin the Russian grandmaster has won the 
FIDE World Chess Candidates Tournament held in 
Moscow.  

337. Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Brussels on 
the first leg of his three-nation tour to Belgium, the US 
and Saudi Arabia.  

338. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set 
to script history by launching a record number of 22 
satellites in a single mission in May 2016.  

339. India ranks third among countries with high number 
of financial Trojan infections, where cybercriminals 
defraud customers of online banking services, 
security solutions firm Symantec said. 

340. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has launched Make in 
India conference in Sydney and asked Australian 
businesses to be the part of India's growth story.  

341. 112 Would Be The National Emergency Number in 
India. Since long, Indians had to memorize a plethora 
of emergency numbers, based on the situation. Thus, 
if 100 is the emergency number to contact police, then 
101 is for fire emergency, 102 is for health emergency 
and 108 is for emergency  situation related to 
disasters.  

342. The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) signed 11 
unilateral Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs). With 

the signing of these agreements, India has entered 
into 59 bilateral or unilateral APAs.  

343. India’s first indigenous composites sonar dome, a 
ship’s underwater eyes and ears, was today flagged 
off by Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar from here 
to be delivered to Mazgaon docks in Mumbai. 

344. The government permitted 100% FDI in the 
marketplace format of e-commerce retailing with a 
view to attract more foreign investors.  

345. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in a statement 
that it has cancelled registration of 22 non-banking 
financial companies (NBFCs) including Amazan 
Capital and Mascot Commerce. 

346. UNICEF launched a series of animated films to help 
frame positive perceptions towards the tens of 
millions of children and young people on the move 
globally, Called Unfairy Tales. 

347. Bangladesh’s top court has rejected a 28-year-old 
petition to remove Islam as official religion of the 
country.  

348. Japan’s major NTT Data has acquired Dell Services, 
the IT services arm of PC maker Dell. According to 
various media reports the deal is valued at over $3 
billion.  

349. GVK Power and Infrastructure Ltd has agreed to sell a 
33% stake in Bangalore International Airport Ltd 
(BIAL) to India-born Canadian billionaire Prem 
Watsa’s Fairfax India Holdings Corp.  

350. Anil Ambani-led Reliance Defence has inked a pact 
with Israel's Rafael Advanced Defence System.This is 
to set up a JV in India for specialised areas including 
air- to-air missiles that will oversee projects worth 
USD 10 billion (over Rs 65,000 crore) in ten years. 

351. Renowned playback singer P Susheela Mohan has 
been recognized by the Guinness World Records and 
Asia Book of Records for singing the most number of 
songs in Indian languages.  

352. Asia's biggest telescope has been launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel. This is built by the Aryabhatta 
Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) 
with the assistance of Belgian. 

353. India will sign an MoU with the United States for 
building a state-of-the-art Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-wave Observatory (LIGO) project in the 
country. 

354. Dr. Najma Heptulla, the Union Minister for Minority 
Affairs launched innovative entrepreneurship and 
skill development programme of Maulana Azad 
National Academy for Skills (MANAS)– through 
leading national/ international experts in different 
skill sets in New Delhi. 
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355. J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare launched two major Digital initiatives to 
provide easy access to health services to the public: 
GIS-enabled HMIS application and the self-printing of 
e-CGHS cards, in New Delhi. 

356. The Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) has announced 
that the Public sector lender Dena Bank has raised Rs. 
65 crore by issuing over 2 crore shares and Andhra 
Bank 4.23 per cent stake to LIC on a preferential 
allotment, without disclosing the amount. 

357. State-run Vijaya Bank said the government has 
approved a capital infusion of Rs 220 crore in lieu of 
preferential allotment of shares. 

358. European Union, through the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), will lend India €450 million 
(approximately Rs. 3,300 crore) towards constructing 
a 23-km long Lucknow Metro rail line and a 
purchasing a fleet of new trains. 

359. Marking its formal entry into defence, Adani Group’s 
unit Aero Defence Systems & Technologies Ltd has 
signed a so-called statement of intent with Elbit-
ISTAR of Israel and Indian company Alpha Design 
Technologies Pvt Ltd to work together in the field of 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS). 

360. Star India plans to launch its over-the-top platform 
Hotstar in other countries over the next few months.   

361. Kachhabali village in Bhim tehsil of Rajsamand 
district has become the 1st in the state to vote to close 
down its lone liquor shop.  

362. Wipro Limited announced the appointment of Patrick 
Dupuis to its Board of Directors, effective 1 April 
2016. 

363. Indian Direct Selling Association (IDSA) has 
announced Jitendra Jagota as the new Chairman in its 

new Executive Committee at the General Body 
Meeting held in New Delhi. 

364. Central African Republic‘s newly elected president 
Faustin Archange Touadera took the oath of office, 
ushering in the first elected leader since Muslim 
rebels overthrew the government more than three 
years ago. 

365. The Oscar winning US actress Patty Duke has passed 
away recently. She was 69 year old. She won Oscar for 
playing Helen Keller in The Miracle Worker in 1963. 
Her cause of death was sepsis from a ruptured 
intestine.  

 
 

 
 


