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GA Tonic from 1st March to 16th March 2016 
 

 
NATIONAL NEWS/ NEW SCHEMES/ NEW PROJECTS 

1. Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport has retained 
the world’s number 1 position for the second 
consecutive year in 25-40 Million Passengers Per 
Annum (MPPA) category. 

2. Mukesh Ambani  Reliance Industries Chairman again 
topped 84 Indian billionaires in Forbes 2016 list of the 
world's richest people once again headed by Bill Gates 
with a net worth of $75 billion.Mukesh Ambani with a 
net worth of $19.3 billion was ranked 36th. 

3. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), a leading IT services 
company has been recognized as a Global Top Employer 
by the Top Employers Institute.  

4. To meet the need of the country, the Government of 
India plans to set up nuclear power plants in Haryana, 
Bihar and Punjab.The government aims to increase 
nuclear power generation capacity by three times in 10 
years.  

5. Parliament has passed the Carriage by Air 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015 to empower Union government 
to revise the limits of liability for airlines and 
compensation as per the Montreal Convention which 
India accepted in 2009. 

6. A total of 183 self-cleaning public e-Toilets have been 
installed in the Chennai City. Chennai is the 1st city in 
India to gets smart Toilets. These toilets are free for 
Public use.  

7. The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched Rs 
50,000-crore "Setu Bharatam" programme to build 
bridges for safe and seamless travel on National 
Highways. With this the government aims to make all 
national highways free from railway crossings by 
2019.Under this project, 208 new road over bridges or 
road under bridges places have been identified for 
construction and nearly 10200 crore rupees will be 
spent on it. 

8. The Finance Ministry Arun Jaitley has given permission 
to Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and 
Chhattisgarh to issue the bonds as part of the Ujwal 
DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY).  

9. The Government has launched a River Information 
System (RIS)  between Haldia and Farakka stretch of 
the National Waterway-1 (NW-1). The system enhances 
swift electronic data transfer between mobile vessels 
and shore (Base stations) through advance and real-
time exchange of information.RIS aims to streamline the 

exchange of information between waterway operators, 
regulators and users. 

10. The Election Commission announced the schedule for 
Assembly polls in four states — West Bengal, Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Assam and for Union Territory 
Puducherry. The Chief Election Commissioner Nasim 
Zaidi has announced the election date in New Delhi. The 
elections will also see for the first time a symbol, which 
has been created by the National School of Design, 
allotted to NOTA (None of the above) that will be placed 
at the bottom of the list of candidates. 

11.  Dharmendra Pradhan, the Union Minister for 
Petroleum and Natural Gases laid the foundation stone 
of Country's 1st its of kind Octomax unit at Mathura 
refinery. 

12. Union Minister for Women and Child Development 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launched Mahila e-Haat portal in 
New Delhi to facilitate women entrepreneurs to sell 
their products to buyers. 

13. PM Narendra Modi has adopted Nagepur, a village 
dominated by backward castes, in his Lok Sabha 
constituency of Varanasi under the second phase of 
Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY). 

 
14. Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley announced to 

withdraw proposal to tax Employee Provident Fund 
(EPF) withdrawals. He announced to withdraw the 
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proposal while clarifying NDA government’s stand on 
the issue in the Lok Sabha.  

15. Mumbai financial capital of India to host BRICS 
Friendship Cities Conclave in April involving top Urban 
Policy makers and Planners from BRICS Nations. 

16. The Union Cabinet approved amending the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act to regulates 
mining sector activities in the country.The move would 
allow transfer of mining lease for captive mines as 
compared to the present scenario where transfer of 
mining lease is only for auctioned mines.  

17. Five healthcare ATMs have come up in four states. 
Those states are MP, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh. These ATMs are going to come up 
under a Health Ministry pilot that combines 
telemedicine with a rudimentary free drugs 
programme. 

18. In Order to propel the Wind Energy Potential in India, 
Union government will soon unveil a policy to give 
incentives including an interest discount of 0.25 % for 
increasing capacity of Wind mills of up to 
1MW.Objective of the policy is to promote optimum 
utilisation of wind energy resources by creating 
facilitative framework for repowering, as per the draft. 

19. The railways have formed a new Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) to implement the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
High Speed Bullet Train project named the National 
High Speed Rail Corporation Limited. A Joint Committee 
has been formed under the Vice-Chairman of NITI 
Aayog with the secretaries of the Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Departments of 
Economic Affairs and Foreign Ministry as its members 
along with the Chairman of Railway Board. 

20. Indian Air Force Air Chief Marshal (ACM) Arup Raha 
announced while speaking on the occasion of the 
International Women’s Day, Bhawna Kanth, Avani 
Chaturvedi, and Mohana Singh are likely to create 
history as India’s first women fighter  
pilots if they put on the wings and are inducted into the 
IAF fighter stream.  

21. The NITI Aayog (GOIs premier think tank) has launched 
the Women Transforming India initiative on 8th March 
the International Women's Day in partnership with the 
UN in India and MyGov.  

22. Project Mausam is the initiative of Ministry of Culture 
which is to be implemented by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) as the nodal agency with research 
support of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the 
Arts (IGNCA) and National Museum as associate bodies. 

23. Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhu has launched the 
'Clean My Coach' service. The service allows a 
passenger to make request for a dirty coach to be swept 
and cleaned by sending an SMS on mobile number 
58888 or by using an app or a designated website. 

24. The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other 
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Bill, 2016, was passed 
by a voice vote after a brief debate, during which 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley assured the House that 
details provided for the card will not be misused in any 
manner.Aadhar Scheme Collects Biometric Data of 99 
Crore Indians. 

25. Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Patna for a 
day-long visit to Bihar where he will dedicate to the 
nation the newly constructed Digha-Sonepur rail-cum-
road bridge and inaugurate a new rail bridge in Munger.  

26. Union Power Ministry has announced name UJALA for 
the LED based Domestic Efficient Lighting Programme 
(DELP). UJALA is acronym for Unnat Jyoti by Affordable 
LEDs for All. 

27. State-run telecommunication company, Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Limited (BSNL) has launched free Wi-fi services 
at the Srinagar international airport. 
 

STATE NEWS 
1. Government of Kerala has taken first of its kind 

initiative by launching the Air Ambulance in Kerala 
launched by the Chief Minister Oommen Chandy.The Air 
Ambulance in Kerala will exclusively be used for the 
speedy organ transplant. 

2. The traditional festival of Chapchar Kut of the Mizos 
was celebrated across the north-eastern state of 
Mizoram and also in the Mizo-inhabited areas in the 
neighbouring states. It is a spring festival celebrated 
every year in month of March.  

3. Uttar Pradesh Assembly passed the UP Revenue Code 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 replacing an ordinance issued 
by the Governor Ram Naik. The Bill allows Dalits of the 
state to sell their land to non-Dalits in the state without 
approval of the administration even if their remaining 
holding is less than 3.5 acres. 

4. Government Karnataka has launched Mukhyamantri 
Santwana Harish Yojana to provide free medical 
treatment to road accident victims for the first 48 hours 
(2 days) in the nearest government or private hospital. 
The scheme has been named after Harish Nanjappa who 
had donated his eyes moments before his death. 

5. Telangana and Maharashtra governments will be 
signing Memoranda of Understanding to construct five 
barrages across Godavari and Pen Ganga rivers. MoUs 
will be held in Mumbai this morning in which Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhara Rao and Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis will take part. 

6. Gujarat has topped the list among the 21 cities in a race 
to be the best state in India having an investment 
potential, according to the report submit by economic 
think tank NCAER. Gujarat is followed by Delhi, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra. The lowest in 
the rankings are the UP, Bihar, and Jharkhand.  
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7. The Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayat, in association 
with the Karnataka Horticulture Department, will 
conduct a ‘honey festival’ in Mangaluru. 
 

BANKING NEWS 
1. At the time when public sector banks are facing 

pressure on their profitability due to a sharp rise in 
non-performing assets, which is eroding their capital 
base. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) move comes with 
revised norms on capital recognition, making available 
an additional Rs.40,000 crores to Indian banks. 

2.  International Finance Corporation (IFC), an part of the 
World Bank group launched its first Uridashi Masala 
bonds (Japanese Bonds) to mobilize Rs. 30 crore (or 
$4.3 million) directly from Japanese household 
investors to promote private sector development in 
India. 

3. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between 
Indian Army and Hinduja Grouped Induslnd Bank on 
the Defence Salary package. 

4. With mounting bad loans, the second edition of the 
Finance Ministry’s brain storming session with public 
sector banks focused on management of non-
performing assets and consolidation in the sector. The 
two-day Gyan Sangam- an annual retreat of chiefs of 
public sector financial institutions, officials from the 
Finance Ministry and the Reserve Bank of India- 
recently held on March 4 and 5 in Gurgaon. 

5. Finance Minister of India Mr. Arun Jaitley has indicated 
that the Government may merge 27 public sector banks 
into just six. Because PSB is working under pressure to 
tackle their dismal bad loan scenario and consolidation 
is the way forward to handle this situation. 

6. Jalandhar-based Capital Local Area Bank has become 
the first entity to receive the Reserve Bank of India‘s 
licence to start operations as a small finance bank. 

7. Real estate developer Tata Housing has partnered with 
the country's largest lender, State Bank of India, on the 
occasion of the International Women's Day. Tata 
Housing will allow its women customers to pay only 20 
per cent of the agreement value while the balance can 
be paid on taking possession of the property, a company 
statement said. 

8. Private lender Yes Bank launched an all-women 
operated bank branch 'Yes Grace' on Cunningham Road 
here aimed at offering customised banking solutions to 
women.  

9. Country’s largest private sector lender ICICI Bank 
launched a credit-linked subsidy scheme for home loans 
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). Under the 
scheme, an eligible customer will get a subsidy at 6.5 
per cent per annum on a maximum amount of Rs 6 lakh 
or the loan amount, whichever is lower, for a maximum 
tenure of 15 years. 

10.  HDFC Bank has chosen five start-ups it will work with 
to strengthen their web, mobile and payment offerings. 
The Bank shortlisted these five from 30 applications to 
work together in its field of operations at its maiden 
Digital Innovation Summit. 

11. Country's largest private sector lender ICICI Bank has 
tied up with marquee sports car maker Ferrari to 
launch co-branded credit card."The 'Ferrari Credit Card' 
comes in two variants on the Visa platform. 

12. India's fifth largest private sector Bank, YES Bank 
signed a strategic Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with India Brazil Chamber of Commerce (IBCC) 
to enable significant cooperation in terms of knowledge 
partnerships, project consultancy, B2B opportunities, 
skill and technology initiatives. 

13. India Post has selected Deloitte to advise it on setting up 
a payments bank and an agreement between the two 
will be signed on March 14.  

14. ICICI Bank announced a new mobile payment solution 
Touch & Pay. This solution is based on Near Field 
Communication (NFC) technology and will enable the 
bank’s customers to make secure contactless payments 
at retail stores using smartphones. 

15. The Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) will raise the proposed Rs 10,000 Crore corpus 
for ‘Stand Up India Fund’ from Reserve Bank Of India. 
The Fund will be disbursed to Dalit and women 
entrepreneurs. 

 
16. Banks have so far disbursed over Rs 1.15 lakh crore 

under Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), 
Financial Services Secretary Anjuly Chib Duggal said. 

17. Japanese investment bank SoftBank Group Corporation 
has announced a major reorganization of its businesses. 
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The firm has said that it is in planning to separate its 
profitable domestic mobile business from its 
international business, which includes a majority stake 
in US mobile operator Sprint Corp. Both the subsidiaries 
will be 100-percent owned by SoftBank. 
 

INDIAN ECONOMY IN NEWS 
1. Fitch, the global rating agency has maintained India's 

growth forecast for India at 7.5 % for this fiscal (2015-
2016) and also sees higher growth around 7.7 %  & 7.9 
% over the next two financial years. However, 8 per 
cent growth will remain elusive in the short term. The 
GDP growth in the first three quarters of this fiscal 
stands at 7.6%, 7.7% and 7.3%. 

2. GDP can grow by 7.9 per cent next fiscal if the monsoon 
is normal and the government implements the reform 
measures announced so far, domestic rating agency 
Crisil.  
 

BUSINESS NEWS 
1. Zee Media Corporation will acquire up to 80 per cent 

stake in India Today group’s loss-making e-commerce 
and TV shopping entities -Today Merchandise and 
Today Retail Network Pvt Ltd - for Rs 166 crore in 
staggered payments over the next four years. 

2. Aditya Birla Group firm UltraTech has announced the 
acquisition of debt-ridden JP Group’s cement plants for 
Rs 16,500 crore, making it the biggest deal in the sector. 
The buyer will pay an additional amount of Rs 470 
crore to complete the grinding unit. 

3. A financing agreement for International Development 
Association (IDA) credit of US$ 300 (equivalent) for the 
Madhya Pradesh Higher Education Quality 
Improvement Project was signed with the World Bank. 

4. Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari has cancelled a 
contract to build a $1.5 billion tunnel in Himalayas after 
the opposition politician alleged irregularities in 
bidding for India most expensive road project. IRB 
Infrastructure Developers Ltd, which recently won the 
bid to build South Asia’s longest Zoji La Pass tunnel in 
Jammu and Kashmir.The government has cancelled the 
award without mentioning any reason. 

5. The country’s largest mobile wallet provider Paytm has 
got into a strategic tie-up with Florida-based global 
provider dedicated to banking and payments 
technologies FIS Global. The deal size would be worth 
close to Rs 150 crore over a period of five years. FIS,a 
Fortune 500 company, would help Paytm with core 
banking system. 

6. Thomas Cook (India) Ltd., India’s leading integrated 
travel and travel related financial services company, has 
announced a strategic collaboration with Western 
Union Business Solutions, a business segment of The 
Western Union Company, and DCB Bank Limited 

(formerly Development Credit Bank Ltd.) to assist Small 
and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) in India with 
their trade payments across borders. 

7. The Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has approved Pradhan Mantri Ujwala Yojana with an 
outlay of Rs 8,000 crore for three years. Under the 
scheme, the government will spend Rs. 8000 crores to 
provide LPG connections to rural households. 

8. Central government is expected to sign agreements 
worth over Rs. 72,000 crore with private players on 
port-related projects at the Indian Maritime Summit to 
be held in Mumbai.The Shipping  Ministry has identified 
109 projects worth Rs.72,864 crore on which 
agreements will be signed during the event to be held 
from April 14-16. 

9. Government of India has announced that in 2014-2015, 
116 Public Sector Enterprises (PSUs) have spent an 
amount of Rs. 2447.59 Crore on Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) activities and no complaint has 
been received on misuse of these funds. 

10. The government will divest 5 per cent stake in 
Container Corporation of India (Concor) through the 
offer for sale (OFS) route. 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
1. Randeep Hooda, the Bollywood actor was felicitated by 

Melbourne based South Asian community members at a 
function in Australia. 

2. Poet Dr Bhagwati Lal Vyas has been chosen for the 2015 
Bihari Puraskar for his anthology of Rajasthani poems 
'Katha Sun Aawe Hai Sabad' Published in 2010. 

3. Veteran Film Actor and Director Shri Manoj Kumar is to 
be conferred the 47th Dada Saheb Phalke Award for the 
year 2015. Award is conferred by the Government of 
India for outstanding contribution to the growth and 
development of Indian Cinema. 

4. Veteran playwright and director Ratan Thiyam has been 
selected for prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award 
for 2016 at the 11th edition of Mahindra Excellence in 
Theatre Awards (META).The award will be given to the 
theatre guru Ratan Thiyam for creating a new language 
in theatre and enriching the art form in various roles as 
writer, director, designer, composer and choreographer. 

5. Veteran singer Stevie Wonder was honoured with 
Global Green Hero award. The award has been given at 
the 13th Annual Global Green USA Pre Oscar party. 

6. The Advertising Club Madras conferred its 1st 
Distinguished Service Award on Srinivasan K Swamy, 
Chairman and Managing Director, R K Swamy BBDO for 
his outstanding contribution to the advertising industry. 

7. Dr Amrita Patel has been conferred with the Mahindra 
Samriddi India Agri Lifetime Achievement Aear-Krishi 
Shiromani Samman in New Delhi. Dr Patel is a former 



 

www.bankersadda.com           |          www.careerpower.in           |           www.sscadda.com         Page  5 

Chairman of National Dairy Development Board 
(NDDB). 

8. French President Francois Hollande has awarded the 
Legion d’Honneur, France’s highest honour, to visiting 
Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Nayef. Nayef was 
cited for his “efforts in the fight against terrorism and 
extremism. 

9. Renowned Dogri poetess and writer Padma Sachdev has 
been awarded Krutitava Smagra Samman for 2015. The 
award was given by the Bharatiya Bhasha Parishad  in 
Kolkata, West Bengal.  

10. NTPC has been conferred the Research Investor 
Communication Award among the “Large Corporates” 
category .Director Finance of the Company Shri K. 
Biswal, received the award at a ceremony held at BSE in 
Mumbai. 

11. President Pranab Mukherjee presented Nari Shakti 
Puraskar for the year 2015 to 15 women, 5 
organisations, one state and panchayat. The awards 
were conferred on the occasion of International 
Women's Day at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

12. Tezpur University on 10 March 2016 won the annual 
Visitor’s Award for the Best University. Rakesh 
Bhatnagar and the Molecular Parasitology Group of 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) have also won the 
Visitor’s Awards for Research and Innovation 
respectively. 

13. Mahindra & Mahindra Chairman and Managing Director 
(MD) Anand Mahindra was conferred with Chevalier de 
la Legion d’Honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honour) 
by French Government. He was presented with this 
award by Francois Richier, Ambassador of France to 
India in recognition of his outstanding national and 
international achievements. 

14. A Palestinian primary school teacher from a refugee 
camp, Hanan Al Hroub, on 13 March 2016 won one 
million dollar Global Teacher Prize. She was awarded 
for her outstanding contribution to the profession. 

15. Kerala Tourism’s new campaign on responsible tourism 
has bagged the prestigious Golden City Gate Award at 
the world’s leading travel trade show , ITB in the 
German capital of Berlin.Titled ‘New Worlds’, the 
multimedia campaign containing three short films 
directed by reputed Malayalam filmmaker Anwar 
Rasheed won the silver prize of this year’s Das Golden 
Stadttor or Golden City Gate, dubbed as the Oscar of 
Tourism communication, at the ITB. 
 

COMMITTEES IN NEWS 
1. Union Government constituted a committee to consider 

Scheduled Tribe status to six Communities of Assam. 
The Committee will be headed by Special Secretary 
(Internal Security) Ministry of Home Affairs, Mahesh 
Kumar Singla.  

2. The government of India has proposed to constitute a 
committee of Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) to monitor 
implementation of packages for rehabilitation of the 
displaced community. The committee panel will consist 
10 members. 

 
DEFENCE NEWS 

1. Indian Defence Ministry has issued an order worth Rs 
22,000 crores for purchase of helicopters, CH-47 
Chinook and AH-64 Apache, which will be inducted in 
the forces soon. 

2. The defence ministry  approved a Rs 13,000 crore 
weapons and sensors package for the seven new stealth 
frigates being constructed by Defence shipyards for the 
Navy as well as accorded the initial approval for the Rs 
7,200 crore project to indigenously manufacture 244 air 
defence guns for the IAF.  

3. India on 14 March 2016 successfully test-fired 
indigenously built nuclear-capable intermediate range 
Agni-I ballistic missile. It was launched from launch 
pad-4 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Abdul 
Kalam Island (Wheeler Island) on the Odisha coast.  

4. Countdown for the launch of PSLV-C32 to place India's 
sixth navigational satellite IRNSS-1F in the orbit started 
at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. ISRO's 
workhorse PSLV-C32 will lift off at 4 PM on 10th March 
2016. 

5. Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has 
successfully test-fired several ballistic missiles from 
silos across the country. These tests were conducted by 
IRGC to demonstrate the country’s deterrent power and 
its ability to confront any threat against the state and 
the sovereignty of the country. 
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6. India will launch 25 foreign satellites belonging to seven 
countries in 2016-17. 
 

MILITARY OPERATIONS 
1. Garuda Shakti, the 4th edition of joint training exercise 

between India and Indonesia will be hosted by 
Indonesia. The 13-day long joint exercise will begin 
from today and will end on March 23 at Magelang, 
Indonesia. 

2. The multinational mega Military Exercise Force 18 
conducted by Indian Army has started in Pune, 
Maharashtra from 2nd March.The theme of the exercise 
is `Humanitarian Mine Action’ (HMA) and 
`Peacekeeping Operations’ (PKO). The exercise will 
conclude on 8th March, 2016 with around 300 
participants from 18 ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations ) Plus countries. 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
 

March 1 Self-Injury Awareness Day, Pig day 

March 2 Texas Independence Day 

March 3 National Defence Day (India) 

March 4 National Safety Day (India), World Day of 
the Fight Against Sexual Exploitation 

March 8 International Women's Day (Recognized by 
the UN), International Literacy Day 

March 11 World Day of Muslim Culture, Peace, 
Dialogue and Film 

March 12 World Glaucoma Day 

March 13 World Kidney Day, World Rotaract Day, No 
Smoking Day 

March 14 International Day of Action for Rivers, Pi 
Day 

March 15 World Consumer Rights Day, World 
Disabled Day 

March 16 National Vaccination Day 

 
INTERNATIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

1. Foreign Minister Hashim Thaci was elected as president 
of Kosovo by the Members of Parliament amid the 
protests.He succeeded Atifete Jahjaga. 

2. Veteran Egyptian diplomat Ahmed Abul Gheit (73) has 
been selected as Secretary General of the Arab League. 
He will succeed Nabil El-Araby, Egyptian diplomat 
whose term ends in July 2016 after he had rejected 
second five-year term. 

3. Myanmar's Parliament on 15 March 2016 elected Htin 
Kyaw as the first civilian president to lead the country 
after 53 years of military rule. He is a close aide and 
adviser of Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader of National 
League for Democracy (NLD) party. 

4. After its first woman president and speaker, Nepal is set 
to get its first woman chief justice. A meeting of the 
Judicial Council recommended Sushila Karki, the senior 
most judge in Nepal's Supreme Court, as the next chief 
justice of the country.  
 

NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
1. Former Chief Justice of India H L Dattu took charge as 

the Chairperson of National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC).He is the 7th Chairperson of the NHRC.  

2. Sanjiv Kapoor has been appointed as the Chief Strategy 
and Commercial Officer of Vistara Airlines. Kapoor will 
be responsible for managing a wide portfolio of Vistaras 
commercial and planning functions. 

3. Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain took over as the Chief of 
Staff of the Visakhapatnam. He succeeds Vice Admiral 
Bimal Verma. 

4. Multi Commodity Exchange announced the 
appointment of Mrugank Paranjape as MD & CEO of the 
exchange. He will succeed Manoj Vaish. The exchange 
has also re designated Parveen Kumar Singhal, the 
present Joint Managing Director as President & Whole 
Time Director with effect from April 1. 

5. Independent investor Sunil Sabharwal has become the 
first Indian American to occupy a key administration 
post as Alternate Executive Director at the IMF. 

6. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) CEO and managing 
director Natarajan Chandrasekaran, former Chief 
Secretary of Gujarat Sudhir Mankad & Bharat Narotam 
Doshi, who is the non-executive chairman of Mahindra & 
Mahindra has been appointed as Non Officials Directors 
to the board of RBI for a tenure of 4 year .  

7. Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Limited has appointed 
Indian Cricketer and Captain MS Dhoni as the Brand 
ambassador for its top selling health supplement 
Revital H. 

8. Sudhakar Rao will be the new Chairman of BSE and new 
Public Interest Director announced by BSE. He is going 
to replace Mr. S Ramadorai. 

9. The Union Government has appointed the former 
Supreme Court Judge Justice Balbir Singh Chauhan as 
the Chairman of 21st Law Commission of India (LCI). 
Currently, he is the Chairman of the Cauvery River 
Water Disputes Tribunal. 

10. The Aluminium Association of India elected Tapan 
Chand as AAI chief. He has been unanimously elected as 
the President of the metal governing body. 

11. The renowned Bollywood actress Kangana Ranaut has 
announced as the brand ambassador of Reebok India.  

12.  Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) N P S Hira has been 
appointed as Deputy Chief of Army Staff. He will be now 
moving to Army Headquarters in New Delhi. 

13. Anil Wadhwa, Ambassador of India to Italy, has been 
concurrently accredited as the next Ambassador of 
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India to the Republic of San Marino with residence in 
Rome.  

14. Mumbai based Non-banking financial company Altico 
Capital India has appointed former HSBC India 
chairperson Naina Lal Kidwai as an independent non-
executive director. 

15. Mother Teresa will be made a saint on September 4, 
Pope Francis announced. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
1. The Japanese government will stipulate a long-term 

goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 80 per cent 
by 2050 from current levels. The move follows the 
international climate agreement reached in Paris in 
December 2015. 

2. The 7th joint military exercise between India and 
Seychelles military forces ended at Victoria Mahe Island 
in Seychella with a final attack scenario where 
suspected pirates had escaped at Cap Ternay.  

3. South Korea's parliament passed the country's first 
anti-terror bill, with opposition lawmakers leaving the 
plenary chamber after ending the nine-day marathon 
speeches.  

4. Peru has declared an emergency three weeks after a 
major oil pipeline burst, affecting two rivers in the 
country’s northwest. The pipeline spilled 3,000 barrels 
of crude oil into the Chiriaco and Morona rivers, which 
are the main source of water and food for several 
indigenous communities. 

5. The World's most expensive train station in the world 
opens at the World Trade Center site in New York, 
United States Of America. The site World Trade Center 
destroyed 14 years ago in the 9/11 attacks. Santiago 
Calatrava, the Spanish Swiss architect taken 12 years to 
make it. 

6. Myanmar has granted operating licenses to four Asian 
banks, bringing to 13 the number of foreign banks 
allowed to conduct business in the previously isolated 
country. Bank for Investment and Development of 
Vietnam, State Bank of India, Taiwan's Sun Commercial 
Bank and South Korea's Shinhan Bank, these are the 
four bank were granted preliminary licenses, 
Myanmar's Foreign Bank Licensing Committee. 

7. The US and South Korean troops on 7 March 2016 
began their largest ever military exercises off the coast 
of the Korean peninsula. The bilateral exercises come 
just days after the UN passed new sanctions against 
Pyongyang, North Korea following its recent nuclear 
test and rocket launch.  

8. The Arab League has declared Lebanese movement 
Hezbollah, a Shia political organisation a terrorist 
group. The move comes after the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) had adopted the same stance. 

9. 4th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves was 
inaugurated on 14 March 2016 at Lima in Peru. 

10. Astronaut Scott Kelly will retire from NASA next month, 
after spending nearly a year in space and setting a 
record for the most cumulative days in space of any 
American. Kelly is a former Navy pilot who joined NASA 
in 1996, will leave the agency April 1. 

11. Venezuela President Nicolas Maduro on 14 March 2016 
declared a two-month extension on emergency powers 
meant to help shore up the country's crippled economy. 
The declaration will bestow more time on the 
government of President Nicolas Maduro to intervene in 
the market, boost productivity and redress a flagging 
financial sector. 
 

OBITUARIES 
1. George Kennedy, who has passed away recently, 

was one of America’s most recognizable and 
versatile character actors. He was 91 year old.  

2. New Zealand Cricketer Martin Crowe passed away 
after a prolonged battle with cancer that eventually 
proved one attack the gifted cricketer couldn't see 
off. The cricket great had been suffering from 
lymphoma since September 2014. 

3. Veteran All India Forward Bloc (AIFB) leader and 
senior-most leader of the Left Front in West Bengal, 
Ashok Ghosh passed away recently. He was 94.  

4. Purno Agitok Sangma, who was the Lok Sabha 
Speaker from 1996 to 1998 and one of the co-
founders of Nationalist Congress Party passed away 
following a heart attack. He was 68. 

5. Donald Patrick "Pat" Conroy was a New York Times 
bestselling author who has written several 
acclaimed novels and memoirs passed away. 

6. Telangana Congress Former Minister Ramreddy 
Venkat Reddy passed away. He was undergoing 
with the treatment for cancer. He was 72. 

7. P.K.Nair, the founder director of the National Film 
Archive of India has passed away. He was 86.  

8. Ray Tomlinson, the inventor of email has passed 
away. He was 74. He died of an apparent heart 
attack. His invention included the ground-breaking 
use of the @ symbol in email addresses, which is 
now standard. 

9. Renowned Malayalam actor and folk singer 
Kalabhavan Mani passed away in Kochi. He was 
45.He had been hospitalized for liver ailment. 

10. Nancy Davis Reagan was an American actress and 
the wife of the 40th President of the United States, 
Ronald Reagan. She died At 94. 

12. The legendary music producer George Henry Martin 
has passed away in England. He was 90 years old. 
He was popularly known as the "Fifth Beatle" as he 
has signed the Beatles. 
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13. Renowned Brazil musician Nana Vasconcelos has 
passed away in the northeastern Brazilian city of 
Recife. He was suffering from lung cancer. He was 
71. 

14. British Keyboardist and progressive rock legend 
Keith Emerson died on 10 March 2016. He was 71.  

15. Anita Brookner, the Booker prize-winning British 
author and renowned art historian, has died at the 
age of 87.She won the Booker in 1984 for her novel 
Hotel du Lac, one of 24 novels she wrote after a 
distinguished career as an art historian. 

 
SPORTS NEWS 

1. Car racer Armaan Ebrahim was awarded the 
Motorsports Man-of-the-Year Trophy at ceremony 
organised by the Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of 
India (FMSCI). 

2. Rahul Sachdev won the 1st All India Open Invitational 
Snooker Championship 2016 in Aurangabad, 
Maharashtra. Rahul defeated Pushpender Singh of 
Railways in the final with 5-3 Score. 

3. Olympian Basant Bahadur Singh Rana clinched the gold 
medal in men’s 50km race walk event on the second and 
final day of the National Championships in Jaipur. It was 
the 3rd edition of National Race Walking 
Championships. 

4. Aaron Phangiso, the South African left-arm spinner, has 
been suspended from bowling in domestic cricket with 
immediate effect after his action was found to be illegal. 

5. The Mumbai under-23 team clinched the Col CK Nayudu 
Trophy by defeating Madhya Pradesh at the Holkar 
Stadium in Indore. 

6. Beverage giants PepsiCo has named as the new 
associate sponsor of BCCI, which was earlier pulled out 
as title sponsors of the Indian Premier League in 
October. BCCI has named it as BCCI's official associate 
sponsor for all international matches in India. 

7. Indian golfer Anirban Lahiri turned in a second 
successive two-under 70 and jumped into the top-10 at 
tied ninth at the midway stage of the $9.5 million WGC 
Cadillac Championships.  

8. Jitu Rai (Nepali) (born 25 August 1987) is an Indian 
shooter of Nepalese origin, clinch the 50m pistol gold at 
the ISSF World Cup Bangkok. Jitu Rai beat China’s 
former World and Olympic Champion Wei to second 
place shooting 191.3 to Pang’s 186.5. 

9. Patna Pirates beat the dominant U Mumba to emerge as 
Champions of Pro Kabaddi Season 3. 

10. India beat Bangladesh by 8 wickets in the final to win 
their Asia Cup title. With this victory, India lifted their 
sixth Asia Cup title.This is the first time the Asia Cup 
was held in T20 format and India proved that why they 
are No.1 side in T20 Internationals.  

11. Former world number one Maria Sharapova has 
revealed she failed a drugs test at the Australian Open. 
The 28 year old Russian star tested positive for 
meldonium, a substance, she has been taking since 2006 
for health issues. 

12. Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited has announced to offer 
free Wi-Fi services across 6 stadiums in the country 
ahead of the T-20 World cup.  

13. Rest of India (ROI) pull off an incredible chase to beat 
41 times Ranji Trophy champions Mumbai by four 
wickets to win the Irani Trophy 2016.  

14. Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has entered 
into a 4 year partnership with Hyundai Motor India Ltd 
(HMIL) as an associate sponsor for all international 
matches at home. Hyundai is a Korean car maker.  

15. Services on 13 March 2016 won the Santosh Trophy 
National Football Championships title. In the summit 
clash at SEC Railway Stadium in Nagpur, Services 
defeated host Maharashtra 2-1. 

16. Indian boxer and Olympic bronze medalist Vijender 
Singh notched up his fourth successive knockout win in 
the professional boxing circuit, beating Hungary’s 
Alexander Horvath in under three rounds in Liverpool. 

17. Lin Dan from China has won the prestigious 2016 All 
England Badminton title in the men’s singles category. 
In the final match played at Birmingham, England he 
defeated Chinese teammate Tian Houwei by 21-9, 21-10 
score. 

 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

1. India and the US could jointly explore Mars and, who 
knows, an Indian astronaut could also head to the Red 
planet on a joint mission.  

2. The MS Swaminathan Research Foundation has signed a 
MOU with Bhubaneswar -based Kalinga Institute of 
Social Sciences (KISS) to establish a Research Chair. The 
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Chair will be named after MS Swaminathan, father of 
Indian Green Revolution for promoting knowledge and 
skill for empowerment for less privileged children in 
India.  

3. NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) 
astronaut and Expedition 46 Commander Scott Kelly 
and his Russian counterpart Mikhail Kornienko 
returned on Earth. After a historic 340-day mission 
aboard the International Space Station.  

4. Three British scientists have won a prestigious 2016 
Grete Lundbeck European Brain Research Prize (also 
known as Brain Prize) for giving vital insight how the 
human brain remembers, learns and navigates. These 
scientists are Timothy Bliss, Graham Collingridge& 
Richard Morris. 

5.  A power generation unit at Kakrapar Atomic Power 
Station in Surat was shut down after leakage of heavy 
water. Leakage in the primary heat transport system of 
unit one of Kakrapar atomic power station in Gujarat 
has forced the authorities to shut down the unit as an 
emergency measure. 

6. 7th meeting of the Governing Board of the Indo-German 
Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC) was held on 15 
March 2016 in New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by 
the Union Science & Technology and Earth Sciences 
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan. 

7. The first of two 600 MW power generation units at the 
Singareni Thermal Power Plant (STPP) at Pegadapalli in 
Jaipur mandal of Adilabad District, was synchronised 
with top officials including Singareni Collieries 
Chairman and Managing Director N. Sridhar 
participating in it. 
 

SUMMITS AND CONFERENCE 
1. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will leave for 

Nepal to attend SAARC ministerial meet.  
2. The 13th meeting of Broadband Commission for 

Sustainable Development was held on 14 March 2016 in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE). The meeting was 
held to promote the power of broadband networks and 
services for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

3. Maritime India Summit 2016 (MIS 2016), the maiden 
flagship initiative of the Union Ministry of Shipping, will 
be organised from 14 to 16 April 2016 at Bombay 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Mumbai. Republic of 
Korea is the partner country for MIS 2016. 

4. The first Raisina-Dialogue 2016, a flagship conference 
on Geopolitics and Geo-economics began in New Delhi. 
The three day conference is joint initiative of Union 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Observer 
Research Foundation (ORF), an independent think tank 
based in India.The theme of Raisina-Dialogue 2016 is 
“Asia: Regional and Global Connectivity”. 

5. The first two-day 'Happening Haryana Global Investors 
Summit 2016' has kicked off in Gurgaon, which has seen 
participation from 12 countries. 

6. President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated a National 
conference on ‘Women Legislators: Building Resurgent 
India’ in New Delhi. The conference intends to hone the 
skills of legislators to perform their legislative and non-
legislative roles with greater effectiveness. 
 

TRADE AND AGREEMENTS 
1. Union Government and Jammu & Kashmir Government 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) under 
the Scheme Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY) on 
15 March 2016 for operational and financial turnaround 
of the State’s Power Distribution Department. With this, 
J&K became the ninth state to sign MoU with the 
combined DISCOM debt around 1.94 lakh crore rupees. 

2. The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Ecotourism Society of India (ESOI) to take its 
commitments to Responsible and Sustainable tourism 
to the next level.  

3. RITES (Public Sector Enterprise under Ministry of 
Railways) signed a contract to supply 18 Meter Gauge 
1350 HP Diesel Electric Locomotives to Myanmar 
Railways. This supply will help Myanmar to meet 
increasing demand for passenger and freight traffic. 
This contract was signed at Naypyitaw, Myanmar on 4 
March 2016. 

4. Germany will partner India in turning Bhubaneswar, 
Coimbatore and Kochi into smart cities, according to 
German ambassador to India Martin Ney Germany is an 
ideal partner in India's mission to create smarter cities 
as the country is "very strong at smart planning for 
urban centres. 

5. Bajaj Power Generation Company has signed an 
agreement with the Indian Railways for electrification 
of the Lalitpur-Udaipura rail section under the public 
private partnership (PPP).With the help of Bajaj the 
Railways would complete the electrification work in a 
year's time under its customer funding scheme. 

6. To conserve several species of birds Government has 
signed ‘Raptor MoU’ - a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on conservation of birds of prey in Africa and 
Eurasia.The ‘Raptor MoU’ extends its coverage to 76 
species of birds of prey, out of which 46 species, 
including vultures, falcons, eagles, owls, hawks, kites, 
harriers, etc. also occur in India. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
1. India has been ranked at the 90th place in a list of 126 

countries in terms of Energy Security complied by 
World Economic Forum (WEF).The list is topped by 
Switzerland followed by Norway & was revealed by 
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Global Energy Architecture Performance Index (GEAPI) 
and Report compiled by WEF. 

2. The Hinduja Group is a global conglomerate company 
acquired the heritage Old War Office in London that was 
once inhabited by Winston Churchill. In this Acquisition, 
with Spanish company Obrascon Huarte Lain 
Desarrollos (OHLD) on a 250-year lease from the 
ministry of defence, the plan is to convert it into a hotel 
and luxury residences.  

3. Leading e-commerce company Flipkart launched its 
own advertisement platform, Brand Story Ads, with 
over 50 leading brands on board. 

4. India has filed a complaint against the United States 
decision to impose high fees L-1 and H-1B categories of 
temporary working visas in the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO).US had imposed fees on certain 
applicants for L-1 and H-1B categories of non-
immigrant temporary working visas into the country. 

5. Amazon World's largest e-retailer is India's most 
trusted online shopping brand followed homegrown 
Snapdeal and Flipkart. The survey was conducted 
among 2,500 respondents, aged 21-50, across 16 cities 
and its findings have been compiled in the Brand Trust 
Report, India Study 2016. iv. The report is issued 
annually by TRA (formerly Trust Research Advisory). 

6. International Women's Day was observed across the 
world on 8 March 2016.This year's theme for the Day is 
“Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for Gender Equality”. 
The campaign theme for the day is #PledgeForParity. 

7. 108—feet tall idol of Lord Rishabhdeva, the first 
Teerthankar of Jains, carved out of a single rock, has 
entered the “Guinness World Records” as the world’s 
tallest Jain statue.The idol was consecrated last month 
during a grand ceremony where rituals were performed 
for several days. 

8. Digital payments platform FreeCharge has partnered 
with Mexico-based chain of movie theatres, Cinepolis, 
that aims to provide its customers an easy to use and 
secure way of making payments. 

9. Actress Sonakshi Sinha has become a Guinness World 
Records title-holder as she along with several other 
women participated in an initiative to set a record for 
‘most people painting their fingernails simultaneously’.  

10. The Rajya Sabha passed a landmark Real Estate Bill 
with a promise to secure the interests of homebuyers 
and developers in equal measure and remove 
corruption and inefficiency from the sector. 

11. The Upper House of the Parliament passed The National 
Waterways Bill, 2015, which was tabled in Lok Sabha on 
May 5, 2015 by the Minister of Road Transport and 
Highways and Shipping, Mr. Nitin Gadkari.Having been 
passed in the Rajya Sabha. The bill comes under Entry 
24 of the Union List of the Seventh Schedule of the 
Constitution. 

12. The Union Cabinet on 10 March 2016 approved the 
proposal of the Ministry of Home Affairs to amend the 
Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 through the Parliament 
retrospectively with effect from 8 October 2013.A 
meeting of the Union Cabinet, presided by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, considered the proposal and 
gave green signal to remove the exception given to 
Sehajdhari Sikhs in 1944 to vote in the elections for 
selecting members of the board and the committees 
constituted under the Act. 

13. A 250 km-long protest march against plans to build 
Rampal Power Station, Indo-Bangladesh coal-fired 
power plant near the Sundarbans, was kick-started on 
10 March 2016.The protest march calls for scrapping 
the project that supposedly will harm the ecosystem of 
the world's largest mangrove forest. 

14. GDP can grow by 7.9 per cent next fiscal if the monsoon 
is normal and the government implements the reform 
measures announced so far, domestic rating agency 
Crisil. 

 
15. Uber, the ride sharing service provider has opened its 

first Asian engineering center in Bengaluru highlighting 
the focus on India to solve the localized challenges of 
Uber users in the country. 

16. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given its approval for signing and 
ratification of the Bay of Bengal Initiative on Multi 
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters.The Ministry of Home Affairs has been 
designated as the Central Authority under Article 15 of 
the Convention. 
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17. India and International Monetary Fund (IMF) have 
decided to set up South Asia Regional Training and 
Technical Assistance Centre (SARTTC) in New Delhi.In 
this regard, Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and 
Christine Lagarde, Managing Director, International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU). 

18. India and United States have launched the Fulbright – 
Kalam Climate Fellowship enabling Indian research 
scholars to work with American institutions in the field 
of climate change.It will sponsor up to 6 Indian PhD 
students and post-doctoral researchers to work with US 
institutions for a period up to one year. 

19. India Inc first in the world to formally adopt UN’s 
SDGIndia Inc. is set to formally adopt the United 
Nations’ (UN) agenda for the world’s sustainable 
development and the 17 goals identified for its 
implementation. 

20. Parytak Mitra Programme was in news on 14 March 
2016. It came in news after the information on the same 
was provided in the Lok Sabha by the Minister of State 
for Culture and Tourism (I/C) Dr. Mahesh Sharma.The 
programme was launched by Union Ministry of Tourism 
on 12 January 2016 (National Youth Day) to inculcate 
appropriate tourism traits and knowledge amongst the 
trainees to enable them to act/work as Tourist 
Facilitators (Prayatak Mitra).] 

21. 323 villages have been electrified across the country 
during last week (from 6th to 13th March 2016) under 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojna (DDUGJY).Out 
of these electrified villages,  86 in Odisha, 73 in 
Jharkhand , 61 villages in Uttar Pradesh, 42 in 
Arunachal Pradesh , 33 in Bihar, 16 in Assam, 6 in 
Chhattisgarh, 3 in Madhya Pradesh and 3 in Rajasthan. 
 

 
 

All the Best for All Exams! 
 
 

 


