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SYNDICATE PRACTICE SET FOR ENGLISH 
 
Directions (101-110): Read the following passage 
carefully and answer the questions given below them. 
Certain words/phrases have been printed in bold to help 
you locate them while answering some of the questions. 
 Despite the economic crunch worldwide that saw 
pulverization of some of the largest banking and finance 
giants, Indian banking houses have managed to show 
positive growth this quarter. Some of India’s leading 
national banks have posted a net profit rise of more than 
40% over the last quarter amid global turmoil. This would 
come as a big shot in the arm for the investors and 
consumers of these bank even though apprehension is 
mounting on other banking and broking firms worldwide. 
One of the main reasons behind the success of these banks 
this quarter would be their direct backing by the 
Government of India. People take solace in their 
investments in public sector watching the bailout packages 
being cashed out by governments all over the world to 
save big business houses.  
 Other private banks in India have also reported a 
substantial net profit over the last quarter. Given the 
international and domestic scenario, one cannot put this 
down as a mundane achievement. While others are on a 
cost-cutting spree and firing employees, Indian companies 
are actually working on boosting staffing banking and 
broking sectors. This can be seen as a big boon in the days 
to come when the current recessions ease and the 
economy gradually comes back on the fast track. The 
finance minister has assured Indian public about the sound 
health of the Indian banks. This could also be evident from 
the fact that there have been no mergers and takeovers in 
Indian banking sector in a contrast to world scenario 
where finance houses are looking for mergers to cut costs 
on operations. We definitely are not looking to thrive; 
rather we are looking for growth. It is just that the pace of 
growth is a little slow now as compared to a year or two 
before. These are hard times to test the hard. The weak in 
business and career will be weeded out and it is 
sometimes very beneficial for business in the long run.  
101. What, according to the author, is the reason for the 

success of Indian national banks in this quarter? 
(a) Indian national banks do not have any 
commitments in troubled foreign markets.  
(b) These banks can never financial crisis because of 
their sheer size.  
(c) These banks are ready to give loans at a very low 
rate of interest  
(d) The public is ready to invest in these banks 
because of the knowledge that these banks get strong 
support from the Government.  
(e) None of these  

102. What does the phrase ‘shot in the arm’ as used in the 
passage mean? 
(a) Shock    (b) Fear   
(c) Encouragement   (d) Anxiety  
(e) None of these  

103. How, according to the author, is the current recession 
beneficial?  
(a) Worldwide companies have realized that India is a 
strong power to reckon with.  
(b) India is surging ahead of the other companies 
throughout the world.   
(c) After the recession is over international 
companies will turn to India for investment.  
(d) Recession is bringing down the prices of essential 
commodities.   
(e) None of these  

104. What, according to the author, will be a big boon in 
the days to come? 
(a) The economy coming back on the fast track  
(b) The slowing down of the economy   
(c) Increased hiring in Indian financial sector in times 
of economic slowdown  
(d) The cost cutting carried out by all the companies  
(e) None of these  

105. Which of the following statements is/are definitely 
true in the context of the passage? 
I. India has not been affected by the economic 
slowdown.   
II. India banks are showing growth in this quarter 
despite the recession.  
III. While banking industry in the West was severely 
affected by recession in the past, it is now gradually 
recovering and showing a positive growth.  
(a)  Only (i) (b) Only (ii)  (c) Only (iii) 
(d) Only (i) and (ii) (e) Only (ii) and (iii) 

106. Which of the following strengthens the finance 
minister’s statement about the sound health of India 
banks with respect to the passage? 
(i) There have been no acquisitions and mergers of 
Indian banks.  
(ii) The Indian banks are recording a positive growth. 
(iii) Layoffs have been observed worldwide. 
(a) Only (i) and (ii)    (b) Only (i) and (iii)  
(c) Only (i)    (d) Only (ii)   
(e) All (i), (ii) and (iii) 

Directions (107-108): Choose the word/group of words 
which is most similar in meaning to the word/group of 
words printed in bold as used in the passage. 
107. Turmoil  

(a) Danger  (b) Shock (c) Sadness  
(d) Fear   (e) Chaos  

108. Pulverization  
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(a) Polarisation (b) Mashing  (c) Debasement  
(d) Fall   (e) Crushing  

Directions (109-110): Choose the word/group of words 
which is most opposite in meaning to the word/group of 
words printed in bold as used in the passage.  
109. Thrive 

(a) Succeed  (b) Deteriorate  (c) Worry   
(d) Tremble   (e) Strive  

110. Mundane  
(a) Extraordinary  (b) regular (c) Severe    
(d) Visionary  (e) routine 

Directions (111-120): Read the following passage 
carefully and answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words/phrases have been printed in bold to help you 
locate them while answering some of the questions.  

Jagir Singh has sold red onions at a market in south 
Delhi every day for the past half century. Perched on an 
upturned crate, wrapped tight against the chilled air, he 
offers pyaz, a staple for much Indian cooking, for 60 rupees 
a kilo; the most he can remember. Business is brisk but 
most customers pick up only a small handful of onions. 
That is just as well — wholesale supplies are tight, he says, 
and the quality is poor.  

As India's economy grows by some 9% a year, food 
prices are soaring. In late December the commerce 
ministry judged that food inflation had reached 18.3%, 
with pricey vegetables mostly to blame. Officials have 
made some attempts to temper the rise in the past month 
— scrapping import taxes for onions, banning their export 
and ordering low-priced sales at government-run shops. 
But there is no quick fix.  

Heavy rain in the west of India brought a rotten 
harvest. Vegetable from farther fields —including a 
politically sensitive delivery from a neighbouring country 
— are costly to move on India’s crowded, potholed roads. 
Few refrigerated lorries and poor logistics mean that much 
of each harvest is wasted. Newspapers allege hoarders are 
cashing in.  

The biggest problems are structural. Food producers, 
hampered by land restrictions, archaic retail networks 
and bad infrastructure, fail to meet extra demand from 
consumers. It was estimated in October that a 39% rise in 
income per person in the previous five years might have 
created an extra 220 million regular consumers of milk, 
eggs, meat and fish. Supplies have not kept up with this 
potential demand.  

The broader inflation rate may be a less eye-watering 
problem than the onions suggest. The central bank has 
lifted interest rates steadily in the past year and is 
expected to do so again later this month. Headline inflation 
fell to 7.5% in November down by just over a percentage 
point from October, though it is still above the central 
bank's forecast of 5.5% for March. 
111. What is responsible for the increased demand 

amongst consumers for certain food stuff?  
 (a) There has been an increase in the wholesale 

supplies of this food stuff.  
 (b) The vegetables in the market are very highly 

priced.  

 (c) There has been an increase in the incomes of 
people.  

 (d) There is a lack of availability of vegetables in the 
market.  

 (e) There has been a surge in population.  
112. Which of the following is not true in the context of the 

passage?  
       (a) The overall inflation is not as bad as the food 

inflation in India.  
       (b) Help from other countries to counter food 

inflation has proved to be quite encouraging.  
       (c) Government is banning the export of certain 

types of vegetables in order to check the food 
inflation.  

 (d) Highly priced vegetables are mostly responsible 
for the increased food inflation. 

 (e) All the above statements are true.  
113. Which of the following is/are the reason(s) for 

increase in food/vegetable prices?  
      (i) Bad weather  

  (ii) Land restrictions  
  (iii) Poor infrastructure for storage and 

transportation  
    (a) Only (ii)  
    (b) Only (i) and (iii)      (c) Only (i) and (ii)  
    (d) Only (ii) and (iii)      (e) All (i), (ii) and (iii) 

114. Which of the following is/are TRUE in the context of 
the passage?  

 (i) The interest rates are being raised in India.  
 (ii)  India is witnessing a steady economic growth.  
 (iii) It has been proven that the food inflation is 

mainly because of hoarding.  
 (a)  All (i), (ii) and (iii)  (b) Only (i) and (ii)  
 (c) Only (iii)   (d) Only (ii) and (iii)  
 (e)  None is true  
115. Which of the following is possibly the most 

appropriate title for the passage?  
(a) Food Inflation in India  
(b) of Onions and Vendors  
(c)  Food Deficit Worldwide  
(d)  Food Imports in India  
(e)  Benefits to Indian Consumers  

116. What can be said about the sale of onions at present 
as given in the passage?  
(a) Vegetable vendors are unwilling to sell onions.  
(b)  People are not buying as much as they used to.  
(c)  The sale of onions has picked up and is 

unprecedented.  
(d)  People are buying more onions than they used to.  
(e)  None of these  

117. The usage of the phrase 'cashing in' in the passage 
can possibly mean  
(a)  profiting  (b) running away  
(c)  paying money   (d) bailing out  
(e)  buffering 

118. Which of the following is most similar in meaning to 
the word 'tight' as used in the passage?  
(a)  firm  (b) loose (c) limited 
(d)  taut  (e) tense 
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119. Which of the following is most similar in meaning to 
the word 'temper' as used in the passage?  
(a)  displeasure (b) anger (c) rage 
(d)  harness (e) control 

120. Which of the following is most opposite in meaning to 
the word ‘archaic' as used in the passage? 

 (a) simple   (b) straightforward 
 (c)  modern  (d) lively (e) ancient 
Directions (121-125): Rearrange the following sentences 
(A), (B), (C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph; then answer the questions 
given below them.  
A. Its prevalence reflects very badly on a society that is 

not above to stop this evil.  
B. Though elimination of child labour is an impossible 

task considering the current socio-economic scenario 
of these poor families, the Indian government is 
committed to the task of ensuring that no child 
remains illiterate, hungry and without medical care.  

C.  Therefore, unless the socio-economic status of the 
poor families is improved, India has to live with child 
labour.  

D.  The members of these households have to send their 
children to work, even if the future of these innocent 
children is ruined, as that is the only choice open for 
them to survive in this world. 

E.  Child labour is, no doubt, an evil that should be done 
away with at the earliest. 

F.  But in a society where many households may have to 
suffer the pangs of hunger if the children are 
withdrawn from work, beggars can't be choosers.  

121. Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence 
after rearrangement? 
(a)   A  (b) E  (c) C  (d) F  (e) D  

122. Which of the following should be the THIRD sentence 
after rearrangement?  
(a) B  (b) A  (c) C  (d) F  (e) E  

123. Which of the following should be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) A  (b) F  (c) D  (d) B  (e) C  

124. Which of the following should be the FIFTH sentence 
after rearrangement?  
(a) E  (b) B  (c) F  (d) C  (e) D  

125. Which of the following should be the SIXTH (LAST) 
sentence after rearrangement?  
(a) A  (b) C  (c) E  (d) D  (e) B  

Directions (126-130): Each question below has two 
blanks, each blank indicating that something has been 
omitted. Choose the set of words for each blank that best 
fits the meaning of the sentence as whole.  
126. A controversial plan to build an immense dam in 

Brazil’s rainforest was stalled when it…………..a 
formidable bloc of…………in ecologists and indigenous 
tribes alike.  
(a) Resulted, hostilities  (b) Gained, supporters   
(c) Attracted, opponents  (d) Lead, protesters  
(e) Drew, proponents  

127. According to a recent survey, sales figures of high-
end cars have seen an…………growth in the past year, 

which shows that Indian consumers have…………..the 
impact of recession.  
(a) Unprecedented, negated  
(b) Unbelievable, suffered  
(c) Unusual, worsened  
(d) Insignificant, endured  
(e) Adequate, proven  

128. The National Knowledge Commission has said that 
India will have to bring…………..in education if it has 
to emerge as the most……………workforce of the 
world.  
(a) Changes, biggest  (b) Reforms, talented  
(c) Alleviation, skillful  (d) Perceiving, arising    
(e) Outcomes, demanded  

129. Norway has stolen a march over other developed 
countries by………….that it would reduce 40% of it 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 and…………carbon-
neutral by 2030.   
(a) Allowing turn   (b) Posing, grew  
(c) Estimating, exist  (d) Perceiving, arising  
(e) Declaring, become  

130. According to the language experts, children should 
begin talking in their mother tongue rather than a 
foreign language which can………..affect their 
comprehension abilities leading to serious language 
based…………..later in their lives.  
(a) Significantly, abilities  
(b) Appropriately, achievements  
(c) Severely, advantages  
(d) Adversely, problems  
(e) Positively, issued  

Directions (131-135): Which of the phrases (a), (b), (c) 
and (d) given below each statements should be placed in 
the blank space provided so as to make a meaningful and 
grammatically correct sentence? If none of the sentences is 
appropriate, mark (e) as the answer.  
131. Although information technology has entered the 

homes, offices and hearts of many citizens of 
India……….. 
(a) India provides the highest number of IT experts to 
the world every year   
(b) Many people in rural areas still remain ignorant 
of its immense benefits  
(c) Government has done its best by funding research 
in this field appropriately 
(d) The face of communication in the years to come 
would change completely from the bygone years 
(e) None of these 

132. While the environment-friendly nuclear energy could 
make a large addition to the energy resources……… 
(a) Expert have a lot of expectations from this cleaner 
method of producing energy   
(b) The government is determined to extract 
maximum out of this technology in the near future   
(c) International lobby has been pressurizing the 
developing nations to shift their energy production 
from coal to nuclear power 
(d) The problem of locating adequate numbers of 
uranium reserves to run the reactors is yet to be 
sorted out  
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(e) None of these 
133. …………, experts proposed the idea of a common 

school system. 
(a) Overlooking the fundamental right of quality 
education of every child in India   
(b) Since the curricular requirements of a rural child 
is different from an urban child  
(c) Based on the fact that difference in the quality of 
schools acts as a ground for discrimination  
(d) Since a large percentage of Indian children are 
getting free education 
(e) None of these 

134. …………., the soil today is nowhere as rich in native 
minerals as it used to be some centuries ago.  
(a) As there is a growing consents among farmers 
regarding limiting the use of chemical fertilizes    
(b) As the chemical inputs in agriculture improved 
the yield many folds   
(c) Owing to the uninhibited use of chemical inputs in 
agriculture  
(d) Awareness among farmers regarding the side-
effects of chemical farming grew when  
(e) None of these 

135. As allegations of crores of rupees changing hands to 
permit illegal mining began to fly thick and fast 
,……………. 
(a) Government ordered an enquiry which exposed a 
nexus between mine operators and bureaucrats  
(b) It caused great damage to the surrounding 
ecosystem and the environment in general  
(c) The officials have been irresponsible in failing to 
bring it to the notice of the court in time  
(d) The powerful mining lobby had bribed the 
officials to obtain permit for mining on ecologically 
sensitive land  
(e) None of these 

Directions (136-140): Read each sentences to find out 
whether there is any error in it. The error, if any, will be in 
one part of the sentence. The number of that part is the 
answer. If there is no error the answer is (e). (Ignore error 
of punctuation, if any) 
136. This laboratory of physics is (a)/ not only equipped 

with (b)/ all state-of-the-art instruments (c)/ but also 
with outstanding physicists. (d) / No error (e) 

137. No method of making (a)/ other people agree to (b)/ 
your view-point is (c) as effective as this method. (d)/ 
No error (e).  

138. I was pretty sure that (a)/ he would support my 
views (b)/ for changing the age-old (c) and static 
structure of our organization. (d)/ No error (e). 

139. I did not like his (a)/ comments on my paper (b)/ but 
I had no alternative (c) as I had agreed to keep quiet. 
(d)/ No error (e). 

140. The report is candid in admitting (a)/ that the 
investment by the government (b)/ in health and 
family planning    (c) have been eroded considerably. 
(d)/ No error (e). 

Directions (141-150): In the following passage, some of 
the words have been left out, each of which is indicated by 
a number. Find the suitable word from the options given 
against each number and fill up the blanks with 
appropriate words to make the paragraph meaningfully 
complete. 
Gujarat is one of the largest salt-producing states in India, 
which is the world’s third-largest salt-producing country. 
Kharaghoda, 110 km from Ahmedabad, lies in the desert 
are of the arid Little Rann of Kutch. Here, the earth is so 
saline that salt is (141) by using solar (142) on subsoil 
brine. In other words, groundwater is laid out under the 
sun, evaporates, and (143) behind little piles of the white 
powder. Kolis (indigenous coastal fisherfolk), Dalits and 
Muslims from nearby village mine salt in this manner here. 
Work (144) begins after Navratri, when the rains are gone. 
Locals head to the salt fields deep within the desert, (145) 
small huts made of a few bamboo poles and some sacking, 
and get to work. For the next eight or nine months, they 
will (146) here with their families, digging 45 metres to 50 
metres into the hard soil to (114) the groundwater, then 
building small bunds to hold the water while it evaporates. 
In these barren flatlands, there are no provisions, no sweet 
water and no electricity. (148) settlements get one 
government tanker of sweet water a week. Men travel to 
nearby village (149) every fortnight and bring back pulses, 
since they are non-perishable. With no fruit, vegetables or 
milk, malnourishment is rife. With their skin overexposed 
to saline (150) and harsh sunlight, skin diseases are rife 
too. 
141. a) yield   b) harvested c) produced 

d) breeded  e) manufactured  
142. a) evaporation  b) distillation  c) hydration  
 d) transformation  e) solidification  
143. a) delivers  b) abandons  c) gives  
 d) leaves   e) quits 
144. a) habitually  b) usually  c) sometime  
 d) although  e) whenever 
145. a) come up  b) held up  c) sum up  
 d) give up   e) prop up 
146. a) approach  b) come  c) stay  
 d) stand   e) wait 
147. a) reach   b) gain   c) attain  
 d) stretch   e) pass  
148. a) Any  b) Most  c) No 
 d) Every   e) Few 
149. a) by  b) since   c) always  
 d) once  e) hence 
150. a) physical  b) nominal  c) rays 
 d) solid   e) chemicals  

 
 
 


