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THE HINDU-NEWS REVIEW (NOV. 2015) 

 
1. Indian-American politician Swati Dandekar was 

nominated as executive director to the Asian 
Development Bank with ambassadorial rank by US 
President Barack Obama.  

2. Harshavardhan Neotia, Chairman of Ambuja Neotia 
group, was elected as the President of industry body 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI) for the year 2016. 

3. The President of India Pranab Mukherjee appointed 
Justice Tirath Singh Thakur as the 43rd Chief Justice of 
India. 

4. Syed Akbaruddin was appointed as the next Permanent 
Representative of India to the United Nations at New 
York. He will replace Asoke Kumar Mukerji. 

5. Dr Raghuram Rajan, Governor of RBI was elected as the 
Vice-Chairman on the Board of Directors of Bank for 
International Settlements. He became the first Indian 
to be elected to this position. 

6. Former Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank of India Subir 
Vithal Gokarn was appointed as an Executive Director 
on the board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

7. Former Chief Justice of Delhi High Court, Justice Ajit 
Prakash Shah, was appointed as the ethics officer 
(ombudsman) at Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI). 

8. Indo-Canadian Sikh Harjit Sajjan was sworn-in as 
Defence Minister of Canada. 

9. Navtej Singh Sarna was appointed as Indian High 
Commissioner to United Kingdom. 

10. Suresh N Patel was appointed as the MD & CEO of 
Andhra Bank. 

11. IRS officer Bhushan Kumar Bansal has been appointed 
as the sixth member of the Central Board of Excise and 
Customs. 

12. Captain Krishna Swaminathan assumed the charge as 
the second Commanding Officer of INS Vikramaditya at 
Karwar. 

13. RBI appointed Deepak Singhal as the Executive Director 
(ED). 

14. Republican Paul Ryan was elected as the US House of 
Representatives. 

15. Economic Affairs Secretary Shaktikanta Das was 
nominated as a Director to the Central Board of 
Directors of the RBI. 

16. Senior IRS officer Najib Shah was appointed as 
Chairman of Central Board of Excise and Customs. 

17. Luxembourg ambassador to the United Nations, Sylvie 
Lucas was appointed as the Chair of the Inter-
Governmental Negotiations (IGN) on UN Security 
Council (UNSC) reforms. 

18. US President Barack Obama designated veteran Iraq 
expert Brett McGurk as Special Presidential Envoy to 
the US-led coalition fighting the Islamic State for Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS). 

19. Sunil Kanoria was appointed as the President of The 
Associated Chamber of Commerce and Industry of India 
(ASSOCHAM). 

20. Prithvi Raj Singh of Jal Bhagirathi Foundation was 
elected to Board of Governors of World Water Council. 

21. Bollywood actor Anil Kapoor was selected to be the 
chief guest of the 46th International Film Festival of 
India (IFFI) that will start in Goa. On the other hand, 
film director Shekhar Kapur was selected to be the 
head of the jury. 

 
22. Renowned Indian nuclear scientist Shekhar Basu took 

over the posts of Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
and Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy. 

23. Shaktikanta Das has been nominated to the Central 
Board of Directors of the Reserve Bank. 

24. Subir Gokarn was appointed as an Executive Director 
on the board of the International Monetary Fund. 

25. Board of Control for Cricket in India president Shashank 
Manohar will be the new BCCI representative at the 
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International Cricket Council. He will replace former 
BCCI president N. Srinivasan. 

26. Indian cricketer Yuvraj Singh has reportedly got 
engaged to model-actress Hazel Keech in Bali. 

27. Comedian and political neophyte Jimmy Morales was 
elected President of Guatemala. 

28. Indian cricketer Harbhajan Singh tied the knot with his 
long-time girlfriend, actor Geeta Basra. 

29. U.S. lawmakers elected Paul Ryan as speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

30. Mauricio Macri won the presidential election of 
Argentina.  

31. Kuldip Nayar was honoured with Ramnath Goenka 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  

32. Noted Marathi actor Prashant Damle selected for the 
Master Dinanath Mangeshkar Award.  

33. Ashok Amritraj was awarded with an honorary 
doctorate of Arts by the University of East London. 

34. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
was chosen for the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development for 2015. 

35. The United States President Barack Obama announced 
the names of 17 individuals who will receive 2015 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honour. The list includes the name of American 
professional baseball catcher, manager and coach Yogi 
Berra (posthumous), and American director, producer 
and screenwriter Steven Spielberg. 

 
36. Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, 

was designated as the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
Champion for the Asia Region by the United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 

37. Liberian teenager Abraham M Keita was awarded with 
the prestigious International Children’s Peace Prize 
2015. 

38. Santoor maestro Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma was 
honoured with the Aditya Vikram Birla Kala Shikhar 
Award for lifetime achievement. 

39. Saudi blogger Raif Badawi was awarded the European 
Parliament’s prestigious Sakharov human rights prize. 

40. All India Radio's programme on child labour bagged the 
first prize under the Community Service Announcement 
category at the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) 
Prizes 2015. 

41. Sociologist and founder of Sulabh International 
Bindeshwar Pathak was selected for the prestigious 
New York Global Leaders Dialogue Humanitarian Award 
for his contribution to sanitation. 

42. Director Pan Nalin’s film, Angry Indian Goddesses, was 
awarded with BNL People’s Choice Award at the 10th 
Rome Film Festival held in Rome, Italy. 

43. Oscar-winning composer AR Rahman was conferred 
with Hridaynath Mangeshkar Award in Mumbai. 

44. Sitting Rajya Sabha MP from Nagaland Khekiho 
Zhimomi passed away. 

45. Former Gujarat Governor Ram Krishna Trivedi died. 
46. The patron of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad Ashok Singhal 

passed away. 
47. Veteran Bollywood actor Saeed Jaffrey passed away. 
48. A well-known author of children's books, Kamala 

Laxman, passed away in Pune.  
49. Yitzhak Navon, who served as the fifth president of 

Israel, died. 
50. Angad Paul, the youngest son of NRI industrialist Lord 

Swraj Paul died. 
51. Former England Cricketer Tom Graveney died. 
52. Hero Group founder Brijmohan Lall Munjal died. 
53. Prime Minister Narenda Modi returned to India 

concluding his two-nation tour to Malaysia and 
Singapore. During the 4 day visit that took place from 
21 November to 24 November 2015, Modi participated 
in ASEAN Business and Investment Summit and met 
with the heads/leaders of ASEAN states.  

54. Prime Minister Narendra Modi returned to India after 
his two-nation tour of the United Kingdom and Turkey.  

55. World Economic Forum released the Global Gender 
Gap Report 2015. India stood at the 108th 
position.  Top 5 countries with high gender equality are 
Iceland (1), Norway (2), Finland (3), Sweden (4) and 
Ireland (5). 

56. Internet and Mobile Association of India released a 
report entitled Internet in India 2015 report. India’s 
internet user base will touch 402 million by December 
2015 making it the second-largest in the world after 
China. 

57. Tax Justice Network released the Financial Secrecy 
Index 2015 that ranked jurisdictions according to their 
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secrecy and the scale of their offshore financial 
activities. While Switzerland is the most secretive 
jurisdiction in the world, India, with 42 ranking, is 
identified as the moderately secretive among 92 
countries/jurisdictions surveyed. 

58. World Bank released Doing Business 2016 report. The 
report ranked Singapore as first on ease of doing 
business while Eritrea has been ranked last at 189th 
position. India showing the largest improvement in the 
South Asia region jumped 12 places to reach 130th rank 
on the ease of doing business. 

59. Union Ministry of Human Resource Development 
constituted a drafting committee to frame the New 
Education Policy. It will be headed by former Cabinet 
Secretary TSR Subramanian.  

60. NITI Aayog panel on Innovation headed by Prof Tarun 
Khanna submitted its report recommending that the 
private sector should help fund research and 
development, including in research labs at universities 
and startups. 

61. The Union Government constituted RV Easwar 
Committee with a view to simplify the provisions of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961. 

62. The 10th East Asia Summit (EAS) was held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia on 22 November 2015. The year’s 
summit held under the theme Our People, Our 
Community, Our Vision.  

63. 23rd Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Economic Leaders Summit was held at Manila, 
Philippines from 18 November to 19 November 2015. 

64. G20 Summit was held for two days in Antalya, Turkey. 
The summit was attended by all the leaders of the G20 
including Prime Minister Narendra Modi. However, 
France President Francois Hollande couldn’t attend the 
summit as Paris came under a coordinated terrorist 
attack on 13 November 2015. 

65. World Robot Olympiad 2015 was held in Doha, Qatar. 
66. Union Cabinet approved the signing of the Tripartite 

Agreement among India, Brazil and South Africa on the 
IBSA Fund for the Alleviation of Poverty and Hunger. 

67. PM Narendra Modi launched gold monetisation 
scheme. Minimum deposit limit has been brought 
down to just 30 grams and depositors will get up to a 
2.5% interest. 

68. Investors will get a 2.75% annual interest on the 
sovereign gold bond seeking to provide an alternative 
to the purchase of physical gold in the country. The 
scheme will offer investors a choice to buy bonds worth 
a minimum of 2 grams of gold, up to a maximum of 500 
grams. The 2.75% interest has been fixed per annum, 
payable semi-annually on the initial value of 
investment. The interest will be taxed, as per the 

provisions of the Income Tax Act, and the capital gains 
would also be the same as in the case of physical gold. 
The bonds will be sold through banks and designated 
post offices, as may be notified. 

69. Power Ministers of all states and Union Territories 
unanimously decided to ensure electrification of all the 
un-electrified villages by March 31, 2017 in mission 
mode under the Centre’s ambitious Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Grameen Jyoti Yojana. 

70. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval to a 
new scheme moved by the Ministry of Power – Ujwal 
DISCOM Assurance Yojna or UDAY for the financial 
turnaround and revival of Power Distribution 
companies (DISCOMs), and importantly also ensures a 
sustainable permanent solution to the problem. 

71. Ministry of Urban Development approved an 
investment of 3120 crore rupees investment plans for 
basic urban infrastructure boost for 102 cities approved 
under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT). 

72. Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 
Thaawar Chand Gehlot announced the launching of 10 
new/revised schemes for the disabled persons in New 
Delhi. 

 
73. Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched 

the Affordable Medicines and Reliable Implants for 
Treatment (AMRIT) pharmacy outlet at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi.  

74. PRASAD and SWADSH DARSHAN schemes were 
launched to achieve 1 per cent share of international 
tourist arrivals by 2016-17 from the present 0.68 per 
cent. In the initial phase, 12 cities, that are part of 
HRIDAY scheme, namely Amritsar, Ajmer, Amaravati, 
Dwaraka, Gaya, Kanchipuram, Kedarnath, Kamakhya, 
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Mathura, Puri, Varanasi and Vellankani have been 
identified for development. 

75. Indian Army’s Strategic Forces Command successfully 
test-fired surface-to-surface Agni-IV missile. The 4000-
km range nuclear capable missile was test-fired from 
Abdul Kalam (Wheeler) Island off the Odisha coast.  

76. Indian Army successfully test-fired the BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile at the Pokhran Test Range in 
Rajasthan. It was launched from an Autonomous 
Mobile Launcher (AML). 

77. India successfully test-fired BrahMos Supersonic Cruise 
Missile from INS Kochi off the west coast. BrahMos 
successfully destroyed target ship Alleppey which was 
stationed 290 km away, the missile’s full range. 

78. The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) presided by 
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar on 29 October 2015 
cleared new military modernisation proposals worth 
over 12000 crore rupees. The proposals include the 
acquisition of two additional regiments of the 
indigenous Pinaka multiple-launch rocket systems to 
the upgrade of 26 Ilyushin transport aircraft by Russia. 

79. The South Asian Annual Disaster Management Exercise 
(SAADMEx) 2015 was concluded by the Union 
Government in Delhi. This was the first-ever joint 
exercise to be conducted by the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) of India. This joint exercise was 
attended by  South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) member countries. 

 
80. Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar handed over the 

Maareech - Advanced Torpedo Defence System – 
developed by DRDO to the Navy Chief Admiral Robin K. 
Dhowan in Vishakhapatnam. 

81. Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar commissioned the 
India Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV), 
‘Samarth’ at Vasco in Goa.  

82. Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar launched Army 
Cloud, Software Defined Data Centre and Digi-Locker 
facilities for the Indian Army at the Army Headquarters 
in New Delhi. 

83. Indian Navy and Sri Lankan Navy began the 4th edition 
of Sri Lanka-India Exercise (SLINEX) at Trincomalee, Sri 
Lanka. 

84. Book titled What Happened to Netaji? authored by 
former journalist Anuj Dhar was released October 
2015.  

85. Rebooting India: Realizing a Billion Aspirations - The 
book titled Rebooting India: Realizing a Billion 
Aspirations authored by Nandan Nilekani and Viral 
Shah was released. 

86. Interlinking of Indian Rivers - Book titled Interlinking of 
Indian Rivers authored by Radha Kant Bharati was 
released. 

87. Public service broadcaster Doordarshan claimed that it 
has emerged as the most-watched Hindi channel in 
terms of time spent per viewer ahead of top General 
Entertainment Channels. 

88. Flight 7K9268 of Airbus A321 operated by Russian 
airline Kogalymavia (Metrojet) crashed with 224 
people, including 17 children on board in Egypt's Sinai 
Peninsula on 31 October 2015. The plane crashed while 
travelling from Sharm el-Sheikh bound to St Petersburg. 

89. To recognise the spirit of the persons with disabilities, 
first international film festival for the persons with 
disabilities (IFFPD) will be held in Delhi from 1 
December to 3 December 2015. 

90. The Union Government declared militant outfit 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang (NSCN-
K) and all its formation as a terrorist organisation. It 
was declared so under the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA), 1967. 

91. Ministry of Railways issued a Letter of Award to USA-
based GE Global Sourcing India Pvt Limited for setting 
up of Diesel Locomotive Factory (DLF) at Marhowra, 
Saran district, Bihar.  

92. Union Government signed 273 million US dollar loan 
agreement with Asian Development Bank to continue 
improving rural roads in the States of Assam, 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and West 
Bengal. 

93. The Union Government constituted an Empowered 
Committee to approve schemes proposed under the 
Nirbhaya Fund. 

94. Indian Railways launched Alternate Train 
Accommodation Scheme called as Vikalp to provide 
confirmed accommodation to waitlisted passengers in 
alternate trains. 
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95. Securities and Exchange Board of India signed MoU 
with the Bangladesh Securities and Exchange 
Commission on bilateral cooperation and technical 
assistance. 

96. Union Government launched the Technology 
Acquisition and Development Fund under the National 
Manufacturing Policy, 2011. The fund will facilitate 
acquisition of clean, green and energy efficient 
technologies. 

97. Conference of Power, New Renewable Energy and 
Mines Ministers of States & Union Territories 
concluded in Kochi, Kerala. 

98. Lenders to Kingfisher Airlines have decided to auction 
the grounded carrier’s assets located at Mumbai’s 
Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport including 
aircraft pullers, tractors and cars in a bid to recover a 
small part of the outstanding loans of Rs. 6,963 crore. 
SBI Caps — the merchant banking arm of State Bank of 
India — is managing the e-auction, which will be held 
on Dec. 7. 

99. RBI decided to grant in principle approval to 
the National Payments Corporation of India to function 
as the Bharat Bill Payment Central Unit in Bharat Bill 
Payment System. The BBPS is an integrated bill 
payment system which will function as a tiered 
structure for operating the bill payment system in the 
country with a single brand image providing 
convenience of anytime any-where bill payment to 
customers. 

100. RBI issued revised and uniform guidelines on Internet 
Banking for all licensed cooperative banks including 
Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs), Cooperative Banks 
(StCBs) and Districts Co-operative Banks (DCBs). 

101. RBI allowed NRIs to subscribe to the National Pension 
System. 

102. Jayant Sinha, Minister of State for Finance, is planning 
to meet Chief Executives of State-run banks every 45 
days to take stock of various performance parameters 
and discuss evolving issues. 

103. The gross NPAs of public sector banks were at six per 
cent at the end of June, up from 5.2 per cent in March. 

104. 7th Pay Commission report recommended that a 23.55 
per cent hike in salary, allowances and pension 
involving an additional burden of Rs 102,000 crore has 
been recommended to central government employees 
and pensioners. The Seventh Pay Commission report 
more than doubled the entry and top level pay while 
favouring a virtual One Rank One Pension (OROP) for 
civilians. The 900-page report of the 7th Pay 
Commission headed by Justice A K Mathur was 
presented to Finance Minister Arun Jaitley with a 

recommendation that the new scales be implemented 
from January 1, 2016. 

105. Swachh Bharat cess at the rate of 0.5% on all services 
now liable to service tax, and a 2 % cess on air fares on 
all international flights as also those between metros 
and big cities. The Swachh Bharat cess will be effective 
from November15. 

106. Government raised the threshold limit of approval by 
Foreign Investment Promotion Board from the earlier 
Rs.3,000 crore to Rs.5,000 crore. 

 
107. Indian economy is expected to expand by 7.2 per cent 

this fiscal, says Paris-based think tank Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

108. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved a 10 
per cent disinvestment in Coal India. 

109. WPI inflation in October was -3.8 per cent, compared 
with -4.5 per cent in September, the 12th consecutive 
month in which WPI inflation was negative. 

110. Vijay Kelkar committee on revitalising public-private 
partnership (PPP) projects submitted its report to 
finance minister Arun Jaitley. 

111. Concerned over the decline in exports for the 11th 
consecutive month, the government announced a 3% 
interest subsidy scheme for exporters to make the 
labour-intensive exports sector globally competitive. 

112. Income Tax department has launched its official handle 
on micro-blogging website Twitter. The handle 
“incometaxindia” is aimed to keep taxpayers and other 
users updated about the activities of the department. 

113. Barring Tamil Nadu, all States are on board for 
implementing the National Food Security Act by April 
next, Union Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan said after 
a meeting with State food secretaries. 

114. Total telephone subscriber base increased marginally to 
102.26 crore at the end of September on the back of 
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rise in wireless users even as the fixed line base 
continued to fall. 

115. Giving a boost to the firepower and arsenal of the 
Indian Armed Forces, Defence Minister Manohar 
Parrikar dedicated the Boeing P-8I (Poseidon Eight 
India) Long Range Maritime Patrol aircraft to the 
nation, at INS Rajali, Arakkonam. 

116. Come November 12, you can book a railway ticket 
online 30 minutes prior to the departure of a train. 

117. Government relaxed foreign direct investment norms in 
the defence sector by allowing FDI up to 49 per cent 
under automatic route and beyond that through the 
FIPB’s approval. 

118. Government has decided to reduce the centrally 
sponsored schemes (CSS) to 27 from 72. The 
restructuring of the schemes is largely based on the 
recommendations of a Niti Aayog panel of chief 
ministers headed by Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, which submitted its report to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on October 27. 

 
119. Narendra Modi announced a package of Rs 80,000 

crore for Jammu and Kashmir and pledged to transform 
it into a new, modern, progressive and prosperous 
state for which there will no dearth of money. 

120. Government increased the minimum support price 
(MSP) for rabi pulses — gram and masoor — by more 
than 10% for the 2015-16 season in comparison to the 
previous year. The cabinet also raised MSP for wheat 
by a moderate 5%. 

121. Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani said he is 
looking forward to Punjab becoming the first state in 
the country where every village will be covered with 
broadband mobile connectivity as he committed to 
invest towards digital infrastructure in the state. 

122. Fugitive don Chhota Rajan was arrested at Bali in 
Indonesia. 

123. Centre told the Supreme Court that it did not support 
rent-a-womb commercial surrogacy and would make 
such exploitation of women and children wombs 
punishable under the law. 

124. Punjab State government signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for setting up a bio-ethanol 
refinery. 

125. Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan confirmed that his Ministry still aimed to 
implement introduction of the cleaner Bharat Stage-VI 
fuel in the country by 2020. 

126. Former Cabinet secretary T.S.R. Subramanian has been 
appointed chairperson of a committee set up by the 
Human Resource Development Ministry to draft the 
new education policy. 

127. Indian students visiting London for higher studies will 
have the option of staying in Babasaheb Ambedkar’s 
house purchased by the Maharashtra government, said 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. 

128. Parliament will meet in what is likely to be a stormy 
winter session from November 26 to December 23. 

129. Five months after Maggi noodles was taken off shelves, 
Nestle India resumed sales of the popular instant 
noodles brand in India. 

130. The Competition Commission of India has imposed 
penalties of Rs. 258 crore on Jet Airways, IndiGo and 
SpiceJet for their alleged action in fixing and revising 
fuel surcharge for transportation of cargo. 

131. Delhi and Dhaka have agreed to bring border killings to 
an end and stressed greater awareness among citizens 
to avert such incidents in the future. This was decided 
at the home secretary-level meeting between India and 
Bangladesh. 

132. Anil Ambani-led Reliance Group will develop a 6,000 
megawatt Solar Power Park in Rajasthan, a plan that 
has potential to attract an investment of Rs.60,000 
crore. 

133. Fifty-seven-year-old aircraft career, INS Viraat , is being 
offered to States to be converted into a national 
maritime museum after it is decommissioned next year. 
Andhra Pradesh is the first to approach the Defence 
Ministry to allot the ship to the State so that it could be 
converted into a tourist attraction. 

134. Idea Cellular, will buy spectrum in Gujarat and Uttar 
Pradesh (West) from Videocon Telecommunications for 
Rs 3,310 crore ($499 million) to boost its high-speed 
data services.  

135. With PM Narendra Modi in Singapore, the Indian 
delegation signed as many as 10 pacts that elevated the 
ties to the ‘strategic partnership’ level. 

136. French President Francois Hollande will be the chief 
guest at the Republic Day parade of January 26. 
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137. The British Government has selected two cities of 
Maharashtra and one from Madhya Pradesh for 
developing them as ‘Smart City’, British Deputy High 
Commissioner, Mumbai, Kumar Iyer said. The cities in 
Maharashtra include Pune and Amravati and Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

138. India and the UK signed deals worth 9-billion pound as 
they inked a civil nuclear pact and decided to 
collaborate in defence and cyber security besides 
launching a railway rupee bond in London market. 

139. French Ambassador to India, Francois Richier, has said 
that his country is committed to provide over two 
billion euros for the Smart city projects in India with a 
focus on Chandigarh, Nagpur and Puducherry. 

140. Nepal’s Parliament elected communist lawmaker 
Bidhya Bhandari as the country’s first woman President 
after the adoption of a landmark Constitution last 
month. 

141. Nepal signed its first fuel agreement with China for 
Beijing to supply petroleum to ease a crippling shortage 
after protests blocked imports from sole supplier India. 

142. China has dropped its controversial one-child policy, 
allowing all couples to have two children for the first 
time in more than three decades amid pressure from 
an ageing society and a growing shortfall in the 
workforce. 

143. Pakistani ghazal maestro Ghulam Ali has scrapped his 
upcoming shows in India, saying the situation was not 
conducive for music right now and he doesn’t want to 
“get involved in any kind of politics.” 

144. Li Yuanchao, the Vice-President of China will conclude 
his India visit by sealing agreements marking 
cooperation on better river water management and 
cultural exchanges.  

145. Google received permission from the Indian 
government earlier this month to provide Internet 
using large balloons that float 20 km above the earth’s 
surface. Facebook announced in October that it would 
launch a satellite next year in collaboration with the 
French company Eutelsat to provide low-cost Internet 
to 14 sub-Saharan African countries. 

146. The Maldives Parliament approved a state of 
Emergency imposed by President Abdulla Yameen. 

147. Facebook surpassed the $300-billion mark in market 
capitalisation, overtaking General Electric (GE) along 
the way. Facebook became the seventh most valuable 
firm in the US.  

148. Taiwan and China have identified a broad agenda of 
engagement, including talks to narrow down 
differences over a “one-China” formulation, easing 
security tensions and collaboration in Beijing-led 
connectivity projects. 

149. World Health Organisation declared that Sierra Leone’s 
deadly Ebola outbreak is over. 

150. Pakistan has invited External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj for a crucial regional conference in Islamabad on 
Afghanistan. The ‘Heart of Asia’ conference will be held 
on December 7 and 8, where representatives from 
Azerbaijan, China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and the 
UAE are expected to attend. 

151. Prince William and his wife Kate Middleton will 
undertake their first visit to India in the first half of next 
year. 

152. After confirming for the first time that a bomb brought 
down a Russian charter jet over the Sinai Peninsula in 
Egypt more than two weeks ago, killing all 224 people 
aboard, Russia joined France in bombing Islamic State 
(IS) targets in Syria. 

153. Seven Indian personalities have made it to BBC’s list of 
100 most aspirational women. They are singer Asha 
Bhosle, tennis star Sania Mirza, veteran actor Kamini 
Kaushal, Rimppi Kumari, farmer, Smriti Nagpal, 
entrepreneur, Mumtaz Shaikh, campaigner, and Kanika 
Tekriwal, entrepreneur. 

154. India and China have decided to establish a ministerial 
mechanism that would link the two home ministries, 
filling a vital gap in the overall institutional architecture 
of the bilateral ties. 

155. Turkish fighter jets on patrol near the Syrian border 
shot down a Russian warplane that Turkey said had 
violated its airspace. 
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