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THE HINDU-NEWS REVIEW (SEPTEMBER 2015) 

 

 
 
1. Matthias Muller was appointed as the Chief 

Executive Officer of Volkswagen Group. 

2. The Union Government decided to appoint Arvind 

Panagariya, Vice President of NITI Aayog, as the 

Sherpa for the 2015 G-20 Summit. The Summit 

will take place in Antalya, Turkey in November 

2015. 

3. Stuti Narain Kacker was appointed as the head of 

National Commission for Protection of Child 

Rights. 

4. Alexis Tsipras of Syriza party was on sworn in as 

the Prime Minister of Greece by the President of 

Greece Prokopis Pavlopoulos. 

5. PV Chandran was elected as President of the 

Indian Newspaper Society for the year 2015-16.  

6. Sherif Ismail was sworn in as the Prime Minister 

of Egypt by the President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi. 

7. Hormusji N Cama was unanimously elected as the 

new chairman of the Press Trust of India. 

8. Professor Ramesh Chand appointed as a full-time 

member of NITI (National Institution for 

Transforming India) Aayog. He is also a member 

of a task force on agriculture development under 

Niti Aayog which is formulating strategies to give 

a boost to the agriculture sector. 

9. Brij Raj Sharma was appointed as the Chief 

Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir. 

10. A K Jha was appointed as the Interim CMD of 

NTPC. 

11. Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the 

appointment of L C Goyal as the CMD of the 

Indian Trade Promotion Organization (ITPO). 

12. Raghav Chandra took charge as the Chairman of 

the National Highways Authority of India. 

13. Ratan P Watal took charge as the Union Finance 

Secretary. 

14. Rajiv Mehrishi was appointed as the Union Home 

secretary. 

15. Novak Djokovic, the world‟s top ranked tennis 

player appointed as the Goodwill Ambassador of 

the United Nations Children‟s Fund. 

16. Girish Sahni assumed charge as the Director 

General of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research. 

17. Employees‟ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 

won the Skoch Award for Smart Governance.  

18. PepsiCo Chairman Indra Nooyi and Hindustan 

Times Group chairperson Shobhana Bharatia 

were awarded with the 2015 Global Leadership 

Award of the US-India Business Council (USIBC). 

19. Eminent Hindi writer Dr Kamal Kishore Goenka 

was conferred with 24th Vyaas Samman for the 

year 2014. He was awarded for his 

work 'Premchand ki Kahaniyon ka Kaal 

Kramanusaar Adhyayan'.  

 

20. Famous American fantasy drama television series, 

Game of Thrones, created for HBO won an 

unprecedented 12 awards at the 67th Primetime 

Emmy Awards. 

21. President Pranab Mukherjee presented the 

National Tourism Awards 2013-14. The state of 

Gujarat was awarded for the Best State/UT for 

Comprehensive Tourism Development. Heritage 

City Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh as the Best 

Heritage City.  

This GK Capsule has been prepared by Career Power Institute Delhi (Formerly Known as Bank Power). This has 

been prepared on the basis of news and events appeared in The Hindu Newspaper in the month of September 

2015. 
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22. Swetha Prabhakaran, an Indian American teen, 

was awarded with the prestigious Champions of 

Change Award of US at the White House. She is 

among eleven young women selected by the White 

House as Champions of Change. 

23. Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina won 

the United Nations Champions of the Earth 

Award for Policy Leadership to address the issue 

of climate change. 

24. Short story writer and novelist Jhumpa Lahiri was 

awarded with the 2014 National Humanities 

Medal by the White House, United States. 

25. Bollywood actor Anupam Kher was conferred with 

the Honoured Guest of Texas award for his 

contribution to the cinema and the world of art.  

26. President Pranab Mukherjee conferred Gandhi 

Peace Prize for the year 2014 on Indian Space 

Research Organization. 

 
27. Haryana bagged the Skoch Order-of-Merit 

national award for implementation of six e-

Governance and IT initiatives in the state. 

28. India won the UNESCO prize Award of Excellence 

2015 for the conserving the Sree Vadakkunnathan 

Temple of Kerala. 

29. The Waterman of India Rajendra Singh was 

conferred with the 2015 Stockholm Water Prize. 

King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden. 

30. Kolkata Port was adjudged as the „Major Port of 

the Year‟ amongst 12 major ports in the country 

for the year 2014-15. 

31. National Sports Day was celebrated on the 29 

August 2015 across the country. On this occasion, 

President Pranab Mukherjee conferred National 

Sports and Adventure Awards in New Delhi. Sania 

Mirza (Tennis) was conferred with Rajiv Gandhi 

Khel Ratna. The prestigious award was won by 

shooter Ronjan Sodhi in 2014. Naval Singh 

(athletics-para-sports), Anoop singh (wrestling), 

Harbans Singh (athletics-lifetime), Swatantar Raj 

Singh (Boxing-life time) and Nihar Ameen 

(Swimming-lifetime) were the winners of 

Dronacharaya Awards. Seventeen people were 

conferred with Arjuna Awards including Sandeep 

Kumar (archery), Rohit Sharma (cricket), Jitu Rai 

(Shooting) and Babita Kumari (wrestling). Romeo 

James (hockey), Shiv Prakash Mishra (tennis) and 

TPP Nair (volleyboll) were conferred with Dhyan 

Chand Awards. 

32. The United States (US) in last week of August 

2015 designated Abdul Aziz Haqqani, the new 

leader of the Haqqani network, as a Specially 

Designated Global Terrorist. 

33. Acharya Dev Vrat was sworn-in as the Governor of 

the Himachal Pradesh. 

34. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Ireland on 

23 September 2015. He is the first Prime Minister 

of India to visit Ireland in 59 years. During his 

visit, Modi held discussions with Prime Minister 

Enda Kenny of Ireland. 

35. Swami Dayanand Saraswati, died in his ashram in 

Rishikesh. 

36. Jackie Collins, the best-selling British-born 

author, died. 

37. Jagmohan Dalmiya, President of Board of Control 

for Cricket in India (BCCI), passed away. 

38. Bollywood singer and music composer Aadesh 

Shrivastava.  

39. The report of the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights Investigation on Sri Lanka (OISL) 

was released in Geneva, Switzerland. 

40. The first India-US Strategic and Commercial 

Dialogue was held in Washington, the USA. The 

meeting was co-chaired by the External Affairs 

minister Sushma Swaraj and US Secretary of State 

John Kerry. The purpose of the dialogue was to 

ramp up bilateral economic exchange to 500 

billion US dollars and enhance regional security. 

41. Meeting of Like-Minded Developing Countries 

(LMDCs) on Climate Change was held in New 

Delhi. The objective of the meeting was to 

exchange, coordinate and harmonize views on the 

negotiating text for the Conference of Parties-21 

(COP-21) of the UNFCC to be held in Paris in 

December 2015. UNFCC stands for United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC). 

42. The 10th World Hindi Conference was held in 

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

43. To provide aid to farmers to overcome drought 

conditions, Actor Nana Patekar established an 

organization named Naam Foundation. 

44. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 6 September 

2015 inaugurated the extension of Delhi Metro 

connecting Badarpur to Escorts Mujesar in 

Faridabad. 
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45. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 4 September 

2015 released two commemorative coins of 125 

rupees and 10 rupees in the memory of former 

President Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. 

46. The term Project Nilgiri was in news in the second 

week of September 2015 as RailTel of the Indian 

Railways and Google were working on this project. 

Under this initiative, free Wi-Fi services will be 

provided to passengers in 400 railway stations 

across the country. 

 
47. NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) 

mission was in news recently as its first Joint 

Steering Group (JSG) meeting was held on 21 July 

2015. NISAR is a dedicated US and Indian InSAR 

mission, in partnership with ISRO, optimized for 

studying hazards and global environmental 

change. 

48. A stampede at Hajj pilgrimage resulted in the 

deaths of at least 719 pilgrims and injured around 

863 people during the annual Hajj in Mecca. 

49. Indian film Angry Indian Goddesses, a story about 

a group of Indian girls in Goa gone wild, was 

voted as the first runner-up at the 40th Toronto 

International Film Festival (TIFF). 

50. Amol Palekar headed 15-member Oscar Selection 

Jury selected Marathi-film Court as India‟s official 

entry to 88th Oscar Awards. The film directed by 

the first-time director Chaitanya Tamhanhe will 

represent India in the Best Foreign Language Film 

category. 

51. Prime Minister Narendra Modi released digital 

recordings of epic Ramcharitmanas, as a set of 

digital CDs produced by All India Radio (AIR). 

52. Thiru Onam (Thiruvonam) festival, the most 

auspicious day of the Onam, was celebrated with 

traditional gaiety on 28 August 2015 in Kerala.  

53. Cabinet Committee on Security approved the deal 

to buy 37 military helicopters from the United 

States (US). The deal is worth 3.1 billion US 

dollars. The deal of 37 helicopters comprises of 22 

Apache attack helicopters and 15 Chinook heavy-

lift choppers from US defence contractor Boeing. 

54. India-Maldives joint military training Exercise 

EKUVERIN 2015 was held in Trivandrum, Kerala. 

55. Indian and Australian Navy Bilateral Maritime 

Exercise AUSINDEX-15 kicked off the East Coast 

of India. 

 
56. „Jaisalmer War Museum‟ established in the 

Military Station of Jaisalmer, Rajasthan was 

inaugurated. 

57. Agriculture Division of National Institution for 

Transforming India (NITI) Aayog in the fourth 

week of September 2015 constituted an Expert 

Group on Land Leasing. The expert group will be 

headed by T Haque.  

58. The Union Ministry of Water Resources 

constituted a seven-member committee headed by 

Mihir Shah to advise it on restructuring the 

Central Water Commission. 

59. The book titled Two Years Eight Months and 

Twenty Eight Nights authored by the British 

Indian novelist Salman Rushdie was released. 

60. The book titled To the Brink and Back: India's 

1991 Story was written by former Union 

Environment and Forest Minister (Independent 

Charge) Jairam Ramesh. 

61. The book 30 Women in Power: Their Voices, 

Their Stories was in news in August 2015. It was 

written and edited by Naina Lal Kidwai. 

62. The Ministry of External Affairs appointed new 

Indian envoys. Navtej Sarna will be the new High 

Commissioner to the United Kingdom. Gautam 

Bambawale will take over as High Commissioner 

to Pakistan. Syed Akbaruddin will be the next 

Permanent Representative of India to the United 

Nations, New York. Vijay Gokhale will be the 

Ambasador to China. Anil Wadhwa will be the 

new Ambassador to Rome. Pankaj Saran will be 

next Ambassador of Moscow. Harsh V Shringla 

will be High Commissioner to Bangladesh. Sujan 

Chinoy will be the Ambassador to Japan.  

63. Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave its green 

signal for setting up of Indian Sign Language 

Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC).  

64. The Department of Electronics and Information 

Technology (DeitY) released the Draft National 

Encryption Policy. The purpose of the policy is to 
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encourage use of encryption technologies and 

products among governmental agencies, 

businesses and citizens for more secure 

communications and financial transactions in the 

cyber space. 

65. To transform the lives of people living in the areas 

which are affected directly or indirectly by mining, 

the Union Government launched the Pradhan 

Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY). 

66. The Union Government banned the Naga rebel 

group National Socialist Council of Nagaland- 

Khaplang (NSCN-K) for five years. 

 
67. Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi approved the Shyama Prasad 

Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM). The Mission 

approved with an outlay of 5142.08 crore rupees is 

a bid to transform rural areas to economically, 

socially and physically sustainable spaces. The 

mission aims to create 300 Rurban growth 

clusters over the next 3 years, across the country. 

68. United Nations General Assembly unanimously 

adopted a document for reform of the UN Security 

Council (UNSC). 

69. The Union Government approved the purchase of 

10 Heron TP drones from Israel. This 400 million 

US dollars proposal for buying armed missile-

armed drones from Israel will enhance India's 

cross-border military strike capability. 

70. The Union Cabinet gave its approval for the 

Constitution of the 21st Law Commission of India. 

It was headed by Justice Ajit Prakash Shah. 

71. The West Central Railway became the first railway 

zone in the country to eliminate all Unmanned 

Level Crossings. 

72. The Union Ministry of Urban Development gave 

approval for Smart National Common Mobility 

Card (NCMC) model for seamless travel across 

India. The model will enable commuters to travel 

by different metros and other transport systems 

across the country besides retail shopping and 

purchases. It is based on EMV Open Loop Card 

system with stored value model. The National 

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) will be 

involved in indigenous development and 

management of Clearing and Settlement of 

payments. 

73. The Supreme Court stayed the Rajasthan High 

Court judgment that banned Santhara ritual of 

Jainism.  Santhara is a voluntary religious practice 

of facing death at the end of one's life. 

74. Union Government launched a scheme named 

SAHAJ for online release of new LPG connections 

for the consumers. At present, the scheme will be 

available in 13 cities. 

75. RBI MoU with the Nepal Rastra Bank on 

Supervisory Cooperation and Exchange of 

Supervisory Information. 

76. The Global Investors Meet held in Tamil Nadu to 

woo investors to invest in the state. 

77. Union Cabinet approved 6 percent hike in 

Dearness Allowance to Central Government 

employees.  

78. The Union Cabinet approved 100 percent Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI) in white label Automated 

Teller Machines (WLAs). 

79. The Union Cabinet gave nod to transfer regulatory 

authority on potable alcohol to state governments. 

80. The Union Cabinet approved introduction of Gold 

Monetization Schemes. The objective of this 

scheme is to mobilize the gold held by households 

and institutions in the country and to reduce 

reliance on import of gold to meet the domestic 

demand. The minimum quantity of gold that a 

customer can bring is proposed to be set at 30 

grams. The bank will pay interest to the depositor 

after 30/60 days of opening of the account. The 

amount of interest rate to be given is proposed to 

be left to the banks to decide. Both principal and 

interest to be paid to the depositors will be valued 

in gold. The deposits can be made for a short-term 

period of 1-3 years (with a roll out in multiples of 

one year); a medium-term period of 5-7 years and 

a long-term period, of 12-15 years (as decided 

from time to time). The depositor will have the 

option of redemption either in cash or in gold, 

which will have to be exercised at the time of 

deposit. Similar to the Gold Deposit Scheme 

(1999), in which the customers received Capital 

Gains Tax, Wealth tax and Income Tax 

http://onlinestore.careerpower.in/index.php?p=productDetail&pId=43


 

www.bankersadda.com           |          www.careerpower.in           |           www.sscadda.com  Page 5 

exemptions, the depositors of GMS also will 

receive similar benefits. 

81. The Union Cabinet gave its approval for the 

Sovereign Gold Bonds Scheme. Bonds will be 

issued on payment of money and would be linked 

to the price of gold. The sell would be restricted to 

resident Indian entities and each entity cannot 

buy more than 500 grams per person per year. 

The bonds will be issued in denominations of 2, 5 

and 10 grams of gold or other denominations. The 

bonds will be issued with a nominal rate of 

interest (which will be linked to international rate 

for gold borrowing) as decided by the government. 

The rate of interest on the bonds will be payable in 

terms of grams of gold. On maturity, the investor 

receives the equivalent of the face value of gold in 

rupee terms. Bonds will be issued on behalf of the 

Government of India by the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI). The bond will be marketed through post 

offices. Capital gains tax treatment will be the 

same as for physical gold. The tenor of the bond 

could be for a minimum of 5 to 7 years. 

82. Union Government notified the merger of 

commodities market regulator Forward Markets 

Commission (FMC) with Securities and Exchange 

Board of India (SEBI). Its merging will be effective 

from 28 September 2015. 

83. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 1 September 

2015 proposed a new methodology to calculate 

Base Rate (Base Rate). It is based on marginal 

cost of funds methodology. The new methodology 

is aimed at bringing uniformity among BRs of 

banks so that they will be more sensitive to any 

changes in policy rates of the RBI. At present, 

banks are following different methodologies in 

computing their BR like on the basis of average 

cost of funds, marginal cost of funds or blended 

cost of funds (liabilities). 

84. RBI declared State Bank of India and ICICI Bank 

as Domestic Systemically Important Banks (D-

SIBs). As a result, SBI has been put under Bucket 

3 with additional Common Equity Tier 1 (CET1) 

requirements as a percentage of Risk Weighted 

Assets (RWAs) placed at 0.6percent. On the other 

hand, ICICI Bank has been put under Bucket 1 

with additional CET1 requirements as a 

percentage of RWAs placed at 0.2 percent. As part 

of the framework, D-SIBs were placed in four 

buckets which will be required to have additional 

Common Equity Tier 1 capital requirement 

ranging from 0.20% to 0.80% of risk weighted 

assets. The additional CET1 requirements 

applicable to D-SIBs will become effective from 1 

April 2016 in a phased manner and would become 

fully effective from 1 April 2019. 

 
85. Central Statistical Office (CSO) released the 

estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for 

the April-June quarter of 2015. As per the 

estimates, India grew by 7 percent during the first 

quarter of the 2015-16 financial year. 

86. Bandhan Financial Services, a Micro Financial 

Institution (MFI), on 23 August 2015 started 

operations as a Scheduled Commercial Bank 

(SCB). The banking services were inaugurated by 

the Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in 

Kolkata. 

87. The first conference on the contemporary 

relevance of the Bhagvad Gita was held in London, 

United Kingdom. 

88. Michel Kafando was reinstated as the president of 

Burkina Faso. 

89. The 9th Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (RPBD) 

will be held at Los Angeles, California, USA from 

14 November to 15 November 2015. 

90. Nepal on 20 September 2015 adopted its first 

democratically-framed constitution with the 

promulgation of the charter by the president Ram 

Baran Yadav. 

91. India and Laos signed two Memoranda of 

Understanding to strengthen bilateral ties 

between the two nations. 

92. The 4th meeting of the India-Kuwait Joint 

Working Group on Hydrocarbons was held on 16 

September 2015 in New Delhi. 

93. India and Cambodia signed two MoUs on Tourism 

and Mekong-Ganga Cooperation Initiative. 

94. India and Sri Lanka exchanged four agreements in 

various fields including medicare facilities. 

95. Malcolm Turnbull was sworn in as the 29th Prime 

Minister of Australia. 

http://onlinestore.careerpower.in/index.php?p=productDetail&pId=41
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96. United Nations General Assembly on 11 

September 2015 adopted the resolutions that 

proclaims 9 December as International Day of 

Commemoration & Dignity of the Victims of the 

Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention of this 

Crime. 

97. Director-Generals (DGs) of Border Security Force 

(BSF) and Pakistan Rangers held the Bi-annual 

talks in New Delhi. 

98. India and Indonesia signed a pact for repatriation 

of wanted prisoners and cooperation in all 

criminal matters including gathering evidence.  

99. Supreme Court of Pakistan ordered immediate 

adoption of Urdu as official language of the 

country. 

100. The G20 grouping launched the W20 

(Women20) in Ankara, Turkey. The focus of the 

W20 is to enhance the role of women in business. 

101. The G-20 Meeting of Finance Ministers and 

Central Bank Governors was held for two days on 

4 September and 5 September 2015 at Ankara in 

Turkey. The meeting was attended by the 

Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 

of the G20 members. 

It also discussed financial agenda of the Antalya 

Summit of the G20 leaders scheduled to be held 

in November 2015 in Turkey. 

102. 11th session of the India-UAE Joint 

Commission Meeting for Technical and 

Economical Cooperation was held in New Delhi.  

103. Canadian economy entered into the first 

technical recession in six years. Technical 

recession means negative economic growth by a 

country‟s gross domestic product (GDP) for two 

consecutive quarters. 

104. The fourth India-Bhutan Development 

Cooperation Talks for the 11th Five Year Plan of 

Bhutan was held in New Delhi. 

105. The Union Cabinet gave its approval for signing 

and ratification of the Mutual Legal Assistance 

Treaty (MLAT) in Civil and Commercial matters 

with Oman. 

106. Veteran actor Amitabh Bachchan has joined 

the “GiveItUp Movement” of the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

107. Cigarette smoking will become costlier in Uttar 

Pradesh as the state government decided to hike 

Value Added Tax from 25 per cent to 40 per cent 

and on Pan Masala and Gutkha from 30 per cent 

to 40 per cent. 

108. Government has appointed Chinese, French 

and Spanish firms to conduct studies into 

building three high-speed rail lines linking its 

major cities. 

109. Widespread rainfall in states like 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra has 

reduced the overall monsoon deficiency to 13 per 

cent in the country. 

110. The Asian Development Bank lowered India‟s 

economic growth forecast to 7.4% for the current 

fiscal from its earlier estimate of 7.8%, citing 

weak demand and reform delays. 

111. The Odisha Government has decided to increase 

the work days from 150 to 200 in drought-

affected areas under the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA). 

112. Delhi‟s Indira Gandhi International Airport 

(IGIA) has bagged the Best Airport Award for 

2013-14. 

113. US aerospace major Boeing and the Indian 

Institute of Technology in Bombay will convene a 

summit on aerospace innovation in New Delhi on 

October 16. 

 

114. With a goal to provide 24-hour power supply to 

each and every house of the nation, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi launched the National 

Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS). 

115. The Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI), which issues Aadhaar cards, has been 

shifted to the administrative control of the 

Ministry of Communication and Information 

Technology from Niti Aayog. 

116. Finance minister Arun Jaitley embarked on a 

four-day visit to Asian financial hubs Singapore 

and Hong Kong to convince investors to invest in 

India‟s infrastructure and manufacturing sectors. 

117. Ratings agency Standard & Poor‟s downgraded 

its sovereign credit rating on Japan to A+ from 

AA-. 

118. Gujarat topped among states in implementing an 

„action plan‟ on ease of doing business, with 

Andhra Pradesh next, and Jharkhand rather 

surprisingly coming in at third position, 

according to a World Bank report released. 

119. Retail inflation eased to 3.66% in August from a 

revised 3.69% in the previous month. 

120. The government has decided to provide an 

additional 50 days of manual work under the 
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Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in the current 

financial year in those regions where drought has 

been declared. 

121. Government imposed provisional safeguard duty 

of 20 per cent on import of certain categories of 

steel with a view to protect domestic producers 

from recent surge in inward shipments. 

122. Wholesale price inflation hit a fresh low of -

4.95% in August, compared with -4.05% in July. 

123. India‟s current account deficit (CAD) narrowed 

to $6.2 billion or 1.2% of gross domestic product 

(GDP) in April-June of 2015-16, from $7.8 billion 

or 1.6% of GDP a year ago. 

124. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 

new terminal at Chandigarh airport which will 

handle both domestic as well as international 

flights. 

125. The government has estimated a total project 

cost of Rs 24,000 crore for the development of 14 

greenfield airports in the country. 

126. The Brazilian government‟s sovereign debt rating 

was cut to “junk” status by Standard & Poor. 

127. Moody‟s Investors Service said Indian economy 

would grow at 7 per cent in the current fiscal on 

the back of slow recovery in industrial output and 

investment. 

128. China has revised its annual economic growth 

rate in 2014 to 7.3 percent from the previously 

released figure of 7.4 percent. 

129. The Finance Ministry is planning to introduce a 

bill in the Budget session to give statutory status 

to MUDRA Bank which will act as a regulator for 

micro finance institutions. 

130. The Centre has asked its ministries, States and 

all educational institutions across the country to 

utilise the space available with them to install 

grid connected solar rooftop systems. The 

government has set a target of 40,000 MW of 

grid connected rooftop solar power generation 

capacity by 2022 under the National Solar 

Mission. 

131. Persons using e-wallets or virtual cards and 

earning money through online gaming or poker 

hosted by websites in foreign countries will be 

required to disclose such income under the black 

money compliance window, which ends on 

September 30.  

132. In a structural change, Indian Railways has 

formed a separate wing for housekeeping 

activities in the trains and at the platforms as 

part of its concerted effort to maintain the 

standards of cleanliness and hygiene. 

133. Union Urban Development Ministry sanctioned a 

sum of Rs 192 cr under Smart City Mission for 96 

cities included in the ambitious project. Each of 

the cities has been given Rs 2 cr for preparing 

Smart City plan. Government has earmarked Rs 

48,000 cr for the Smart City project and an equal 

amount is exepected to be contributed by the 

respective state governments and urban local 

bodies to develop 100 Smart Cities across the 

country. 

134. Centre has released Rs 2,000 crore to Employees‟ 

Pension Scheme as its contribution for the year 

2015-16. Since last September, EPS pensioners 

have been assured of a guaranteed minimum 

pension of Rs 1,000 per month. 

 
135. The government has identified 305 cities and 

towns across nine states for implementation of 

its ambitious „Housing for All‟ scheme. 

136. Government said Rs 22,000 crore have been 

deposited in over 17.5 crore bank accounts within 

a year of the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Dhan Yojana, the largest financial inclusion 

scheme in the world. 

137. Overall population growth fell over eight 

percentage points from 26% in 2001 to 17.74% in 

2011. But the sharpest fall has been in Muslim 

population growth. It fell from an all-time high of 

45.2% in the decade ending 2001 to 24.6% in 

2011. Despite the fall in growth, the share of the 

Muslim population in the country has risen 

almost a percentage point from 13.4% in 2001 to 

14.24% in 2011. The Hindu population growth 

declined from 23% to 16.76%. Hindus now 

account for 79.8% of the population now from 

80.5% in 2001. 

138. The Union Cabinet gave its approval for the 

amendments in the Central List of Other 

Backward Classes (OBCs) quota of Gujarat and 

Uttarakhand. In Gujarat, Sipai and Patni Jamat 

or Turk Jamat (all Muslims) have been included 

in the Central List of OBCs; while in 

Uttarakhand, Kahar and Tanwar Singhariya have 

been included. 
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139. The Centre is all set to roll out direct benefit 

transfers (DBT) under the Public Distribution 

System (PDS) in three Union territories — 

Puducherry, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and 

Chandigarh from September 1, where instead of 

foodgrains being sold at subsidised prices, the 

subsidy component would be credited to 

beneficiaries‟ bank accounts each month. 

140. The Cabinet extended by four months the 

term of the Seventh Pay Commission. The 

Commission will now have time until December 

31 to submit its report. 

141. Master blaster Sachin Tendulkar may become 

Maharashtra‟s „Green Army chief.‟ 

142. Social entrepreneur and Nobel Peace Prize 

winner Muhammad Yunus of Bangladesh will 

guide Maharashtra on microfinance and how to 

revive dying Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs) in the State. 

143. GSLV-D6 which integrates the indigenous 

cryogenic upper stage (CUS), the Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully 

placed a GSAT-6 communication satellite in the 

intended orbit. 

144. India sealed the deal to acquire the ownership of 

a three-storey bungalow in London, where Dalit 

icon and architect of Constitution Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar lived as a student in the 1920s, and 

will be converted into an international memorial. 

145. Setting a new milestone in social media 

connectivity, one billion people from around the 

world logged on to Facebook in a single day. 

146. India‟s external debt increased by 6.6 per cent to 

$475.8 billion in 2014-15, compared to $446.3 

billion at the end of the previous year. 

147. The Railways will launch a zero-accident mission 

envisaging renewal of tracks, more railway 

bridges, better signalling and rolling out of 

accident-proof coaches and engines, Railway 

Minister Suresh Prabhu told. 

148. Google refreshed its logo to better suit mobile 

devices. 

149. The deadline for filing of income tax returns has 

been extended to September 7. 

150. Five months after it suspended its licence to 

receive foreign donations, the Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) cancelled the registration of 

Greenpeace India. 

151. Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar announced 

the implementation of the much-delayed one 

rank, one pension (OROP) scheme for ex-

servicemen. Mr. Parrikar said 2013 would be the 

base year for calculation of pension and the 

scheme would be implemented from July 1, 2014, 

the earliest date after the government assumed 

office. Equalisation of pension would be done 

every five years as against the usual practice of 

once a decade. By definition, OROP implies 

uniform pension for personnel retiring in the 

same rank and with the same length of service, 

regardless of their date of retirement. Mr. 

Parrikar said the scheme would cost the 

exchequer Rs. 8,000-10,000 crore. Later Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi clarified that all service 

personnel who had taken premature retirement 

would be entitled to the One Rank One Pension 

(OROP) scheme. 

152. National Payments Corporation of India has 

announced the launch of nationwide e-payment 

literacy workshop on the occasion of World 

Literacy Day on September 8. 

153. Starting October 1, over one crore BSNL landline 

broadband users will be able to surf the Internet 

at a minimum speed of 2 megabits per second 

(2Mbps), at no extra cost. At present, the 

company offers minimum broadband speed of 

512 Kbps. 

154. The Congress Working Committee extended 

party president Sonia Gandhi‟s tenure for up to 

another year, putting in abeyance plans of Rahul 

Gandhi‟s elevation to the top post this year. 

155. Bihar will go to the polls in five phases from 

October 12 to November 5, with counting 

scheduled for November 8, the Election 

Commission of India announced. Chief Election 

Commissioner Nasim Zaidi said election to the 

243-seat Assembly will be held on October 12, 16, 

28, November 1 and 5. 

156. The U.S. Ambassador to India, Richard Varma, 

launched the „Mumbai Dialogue: Towards a TB-

free India,‟ along with Bollywood legend Amitabh 

Bachchan and Ratan Tata, Chairman, Sir Ratan 

Tata Trusts. 

157. The Income-Tax Department has received 2.1 

crore income tax returns filed using its e-filing 

facilities as of September 7, up 26 per cent from 

the 1.6 crore e-returns filed in the same period 

the previous year. 

158. Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced that 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi would visit 
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Facebook‟s headquarters in California on 

September 27. 

 
159. Amogha-1, an indigenously-developed second 

generation, Anti-Tank Guided Missile having a 

range of 2.8 km, was successfully test-fired at 

Babina Army Range, Madhya Pradesh recently. 

160. SBI Card, a joint venture between State Bank 

of India and GE Capital, rolled out an online 

specific credit card — SimplyCLICK — in 

partnership with seven e-commerce players. The 

partners included Amazon India, BookMyShow, 

Cleartrip, FabFurnish, Food Panda, LensKart 

and Ola Cabs. 

161. The Congress and its alliance partners 

approached the Election Commission to seek a 

ban on Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s „Mann ki 

baat‟ radio programme, alleging that it could be 

used to directly influence the outcome of the 

Bihar Assembly elections. The Election 

Commission, however, said that while no blanket 

ban could be imposed on the programme. 

162. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted „in-

principle‟ approval for 10 companies to set up 

small finance banks. The approval will be valid 

for 18 months to enable the applicants to comply 

with the requirements. The firms include Au 

Financiers (India) Ltd., Jaipur, Capital Local 

Area Bank Ltd., Jalandhar, Disha Microfin Pvt., 

Ahmedabad and Utkarsh Micro Finance Pvt. 

Varanasi, Equitas Holdings Pvt., Chennai, ESAF 

Microfinance and Investments Pvt., Chennai, 

Janalakshmi Financial Services Pvt., Bengaluru 

and Ujjivan Financial Services Pvt., 

Bengaluru.The RBI also granted permission for 

RGVN (North East) and Microfinance Ltd., 

Guwahati, and the Navi Mumbai-based Suryoday 

Micro Finance Pvt. The RBI received 72 

applications for small finance banks. 

163. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Deputy 

Governor Urjit Patel said the central bank 

expects the Current Account Deficit (CAD) to be 

about 1.5 per cent of GDP in the current fiscal. 

164. Pakistani Taliban attacked an Air Force base in 

the country‟s restive northwest, killing at least 29 

people, mostly soldiers. 

165. Japan‟s Parliament passed contentious security 

bills into law, in a move that could see Japanese 

troops fight abroad for the first time in 70 years. 

166. The government has kicked up another 

controversy by proposing that every citizen 

should keep a copy of all their communications 

in the cyber space, including emails and chats, 

for a period of 90 days and be able to make it 

available to security agencies when demanded, 

under the Draft National Encryption Policy. 

Later After a public outcry, government withdrew 

the controversial draft encryption policy. 

167. With the Supreme Court yet to decide on the 

constitutionality of imposing minimum 

educational qualifications on candidates aspiring 

to contest panchayat polls, the Haryana 

government agreed to freeze its panchayat 

elections, due to start on October 4. 

168. The Commission headed by Vishnu Sahai which 

was constituted by the Uttar Pradesh government 

to probe the 2013 Muzaffarnagar riots submitted 

its report to Governor Ram Naik. 

169. Industrialist Mukesh Ambani was named India‟s 

richest for ninth year in a row with a net worth of 

$ 8.9 billion. 

 
170. IDFC Bank will start operations on October 1. 

The bank is set to kick-off its operations with 23 

branches, 15 of which will be in Madhya Pradesh. 
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